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The  cover 

It  takes  scores  of  people  to  keep  this  magazine 
going  —  the  thirty-nine  pictured  on  the  cover 
were  simply  the  ones  we  could  get  together  on 
short  noticeat  Toronto's  Infinity  Graphics  for  a 
group  shot  by  photographer  Norman  Hatton.  Left 
to  right  from  the  top:  John  Allec,  Jon  Kaplan,  Bill 
Coukell,  Leo  Casey,  Tim  McCaskell,  Michael 
Wade,  Andy  Fabo,  Roger  Spalding,  John  Grube. 
Lionel  Morton,  James  Fraser,  Tony  Trask,  Ken 
West,  Ward  Beattie  (back  over  at  the  left,  under 
the  TBP  T-shirt),  Ed  Jackson,  Alan  Miller,  George 
Akrigg,  Bill  Loos,  Gerald  Hannon,  Edward  Cheng 
(above  Gerald),  Sister  Intelligentsia,  OPI  (AKA 
Billy  Sutherland),  Terry  Farley,  Norman  Hay,  Rick 
Bebout,  Bob  Gallagher,  Jeff  Ferst,  Robert  Trow 
peeking  out  from  behind  Ken  Popert.  Jim  Jope  (in 
front  of  Sister),  Victor  Bardawill  (AKA  Squirrel, 
with  the  wine  and  the  tie),  Stephen  MacDonald, 
Gerry  Oxford,  Phil  Shaw,  Clifford  Chan,  and, 
finally,  that  cohesive  gaggle  of  lesbians  at  the 
front,  Chris  Bearchell  (leaning  in  from  the  left), 
Elinor  Mahoney,  Barb  Harding  and  (lying  down) 
Sue  Golding. 
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THE  HAIR  REPLACEMENT  PEOPLE 


DON'T  CALL  US 

IF  YOU'RE  HAPPY  GOING  BALD 

Your  hair  is  important:  losing  it 
can  detract  from  your  appear- 
ance. At  MR.  SQUIRE  we  can 
deal  with  EVERY  PROVEN 
METHOD  of  restoring  hair.  Why 
not  find  out  what  can  be  done? 

Contact  us  for  a  personal  inter- 
view or  just  information. 

CALL  925-5596 

or  write  for  free  brochure 
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ADDRESS: 


PHONE:_ 


POSTALCODE: 


—  r 


GREECE 

An  Appointment  With  Destiny 


An  exclusive  gay  cruise 

Especially  designed 

For  the  discerning  individual 

Who  yearns  to  achieve  a  high  level 

Of  self  acceptance  and  self  love 

And  seeks  to  reach  out 

And  touch  others 

For  the  benefit  and  betterment 

Of  the  gay  community  at  large 

And  the  sexual/emotional  emancipation 

Of  mankind  as  a  whole. 


Get  in  touch  with  yourself. 
Experience  the  potency  of  Greece. 
Fall  in  love  with  your  destiny. 


For  Thy  Pleasure 


I  AM  TOURING 

For  information  call  John  439-3125 


You're  all  guilty 

I  was  distressed  to  read  Jane  Rule's 
criticism  of  Andrea  Dworkin's  Porno- 
graphy: Men  Possessing  Women  (June 
TBP).  To  object  to  the  "extremism"  of 
the  book  is  to  miss  the  almost  unen- 
durable point  that  is  at  the  heart  of  Por- 
nography: that  pornography  is  not  a 
bizarre  expression  of  a  twisted  sexuality, 
the  appeal  of  which  is  confined  to  a 
small  minority  of  sexual  extremists,  but 
is  the  ideological  expression  of  a  sexism 
in  which  all  men  are  implicated,  like  it 
or  not. 

It  is  the  word  "all"  that  offends  Jane 
Rule  and  will  offend  most  men  and 
many  women  who  read  this  book.  No, 
the  women  will  say,  that  is  not  my  body 


'  'And  Andrea  is  right  I  know 
she  is  right,  if  only  because  the 
gay  community  is  still  arguing 
about  pornography." 


bound  and  exposed;  no,  my  husband, 
my  father,  lover,  boyfriend  would  not 
do  that  to  me.  No,  the  men  say,  I'm  not 
like  that,  I  don't  want  that,  or  if  I  do,  I 
don't  mean  it  really.  To  both,  Andrea 
Dworkin  says,  Yes,  you  too.  All  of  you. 
And  Andrea  is  right.  I  know  she  is  right, 
if  only  because  the  gay  community  is 
still  arguing  about  pornography;  she  is 
right  because  those  who  fight  it  are  ac- 
cused of  puritanical  feminism;  and  this 
argument  continues  only  because  the 
men  who  defend  the  civil  liberties  of 
pornographers  are  unwilling  to  confront 
the  implications  of  that  defence:  that 
the  rights  of  the  male  pornographer  are 
more  real  to  them  than  are  the  women 
whose  bodies  are  displayed,  shackled, 
maimed  and  gagged. 

When  men  in  large  numbers  are  will- 
ing and  able  to  make  that  act  of  recog- 
nition of  themselves  in  the  pornogra- 
pher and,  revolted  in  their  souls  by  what 
they  see,  reject  absolutely  their  compli- 
city in  the  pornographic  world  vision, 
then  the  atrocity  of  pornography  will 
cease,  and  only  then.  Andrea  Dworkin's 
book  requires  that  act  of  self- 
examination  in  terms  so  pressing  as  to 
be  barely  tolerable.  It  is  a  disservice  to 
the  readers  of  TBP  to  reassure  them 


that  they  need  not  make  it. 

Finally,  the  review  remarks  that  "we 
have  got  to  learn  how  to  protect  our- 
selves and  the  world  we  live  in"  from 
pornographers  and  the  Moral  Majority. 
The  world  we  live  in  cannot  be  "pro- 
tected" from  the  pornographers 
because  we  live  in  the  pornographer's 
world.  Unquestionably,  we  as  gay  wom- 
en and  men  are  under  an  increasing  at- 
tack from  the  extremists.  This  attack  is 
likely  to  succeed  unless  the  radical  self- 
examination  demanded  by  Pornography 
occurs,  because  otherwise  we  will  not  be 
able  to  make  those  alliances  we  need  to 
defend  ourselves.  For  only  when  men 
abjure  the  power  relations  pornography 
reveals  can  women  cease  defending 
themselves  against  their  own  coloni- 
zation. And  then  perhaps  a  world  may 
yet  emerge  which  is  truly  ours  and  in 
which  we  truly  want  to  live. 
Yvonne  M  Klein 
Montreal 

Lawyers'  victims 

Your  editorial  "Lawyers  and  Politics" 
(December  TBP)  struck  a  responsive 
chord  in  me.  My  experience  has  con- 
vinced me  that  the  administration  of 
"justice"  is  a  sleazy  business  indeed. 

In  my  case,  it  appears  that  my  attor- 
ney and  my  co-accused's  attorney  work- 
ed to  pit  us  against  each  other.  It  is  my 
impression  that  early  on  it  was  decided 
that  my  co-accused  would  be  made  the 
fall  guy  in  return  for  an  absolute 
discharge  for  him  and  withdrawal  of  the 
charges  against  me.  The  night  before 
our  first  trial  (indecent  act)  he  phoned 
me  wondering  how  to  plead.  I  told  him 
what  my  lawyer  had  suggested  to  me 
and  that  it  would  be  to  my  advantage 
for  him  to  plead  guilty.  I  also  told  him 
that  I  didn't  believe  him  to  be  anymore 
"criminal"  or  "indecent"  than  I  was, 
and  I  knew  I  wasn't.  I  further  told  him 
that  he  didn't  need  to  pay  $1,000  to  a 
lawyer  to  plead  guilty!  With  that  in 
mind,  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  as  did  I, 
and  was  acquitted.  By  this  time  my 
lawyer  had  had  enough  contact  with  me 
to  understand  my  politics.  I  assumed 
because  he  had  recommended  my  co- 
accused  to  his  attorney  that  his  attorney 
understood  the  politics  involved.  Not 
so. 

When  the  Crown  decided  to  proceed 
on  the  more  serious  charge  of  "gross  in- 
decency," the  attorney  for  my  co- 
accused  started  charging  more  serious 
fees.  My  own  attorney  was  able  to  come 
up  with  a  plan  that  would  minimize  his 
work  and  fees.  But,  more  importantly, 
he  was  truly  becoming  responsive  to  the 
political  nature  of  my  persecution /pros- 
ecution. Unfortunately,  this  respon- 
siveness was  not  great  enough  to  sort 
things  out  with  the  other  attorney. 

After  my  last  court  appearance  my 
co-accused  phoned  me  up  to  see  how 
things  went.  He  had  previously  pleaded 
"guilty"  to  get  it  over  with  —  sup- 
posedly. In  actuality  he  was  out  of 
money  and  his  lawyer  kept  charging, 
charging  and  then  charging  even  more. 
But,  worse  than  that,  he  had  advised  my 
co-accused  not  to  let  me  know  what  he 
was  doing!  My  co-accused  pleaded 
guilty  not  because  he  was,  but  because 
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he  didn't  want  to  be  further  victimized 
by  his  own  attorney.  So  what  the  cops 
and  the  courts  couldn't  do,  his  own  at- 
torney did.  He's  sorry  he  didn't  stay 
with  my  lawyer. 

We  need  lawyers  who,  while  not 
working  for  free,  will  not  charge  victim- 
izing fees  and  who  will  most  assuredly 
not  pit  us  one  against  the  other.  They 
are  our  advocates  and  we  have  every 
right  to  expect  them  to  act  accordingly. 

Charlie  Diamond 
Toronto 


Age  of  consent 


Jim  Monk's  "The  Subject  that  Refuses 
to  Go  Away"  (November  TBP)  was  a 
welcome  guest. 

With  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  seemingly  set  in  marble  for  anoth- 
er decade  or  so,  surely  we  can  entertain 
the  subject  of  age  of  consent.  We 
shouldn't  be  naive  enough  to  think  that 
Claire  Hoy,  Roy  McMurtry  and  Jerry 
Falwell  won't  be  among  those  raging  a 
war  against  reformists,  but  surely  we  as 
a  movement  are  used  to  fighting. 

We  must  remember  the  injustices  in 
the  age  of  consent  laws.  Heterosexuals 
can  legally  have  sex  with  one  another  at 
age  18,  although  we'd  be  foolish  to 
think  there  aren't  many  sexual  relation- 
ships beginning  much  earlier.  Gay  sex  is 
still  illegal  until  both  parties  are  21. 
Again,  most  of  us  had  experiences  and, 
perhaps,  even  love  relationships  before 
then,  but  the  differences  between  age  of 
consent  laws  for  heterosexuals  and 
homosexuals  are  enough,  I  feel,  to 
begin  a  major  legislative  battle.  In  the 
fight  for  across-the-board  age  of  con- 
sent laws,  hopefully  the  whole  issue  of 
abandoning  the  laws  would  catch  on. 

Our  job  now  is  to  convince  the  public 
at  large  that  throwing  out  age  of 
consent  won't  give  child  abusers  "open 
season"... that  child  abuse  can't  be 
stopped  with  laws.  Unfortunately,  con- 
senting love  between  pedophiles  and 
their  lovers  can,  even  if  it  means  prison 
bars  separating  a  couple.  Again,  for 
those  still  not  comfortable  with  trans- 
generation  love,  I  have  to  wonder  how 
they'd  feel  if  they  were  21  and  were 
restricted  to  loving  only  those  men  the 
same  age  or  older.  It's  not  that  I 
couldn't  find  true  love  in  older  men,  but 
why  should  I,  or  anyone  else,  be 
restricted? 

Surely  the  issue  is  quite  simple  —  as 
long  as  there's  consent,  love  should  be 
legal. 

Ken  Chaplin 
St  Catharines,  Ont    _^ 

Street  kids 

I  was  pleased  to  see  someone  address 
the  problem  of  "delinquent"  gay  youth 
and  their  peculiar  position  on  the  ladder 
of  social  service  priorities  (Street  kids: 
nobody's  priority?  December  TBP). 
The  present  political  and  legal  climate 
renders  it  difficult  to  provide  a  shelter 
for  gay  youths  as  such;  in  a  time  of  con- 
servative resurgence,  right-wing  politi- 
cians would  greet  any  attempt  to  divert 
tax  dollars  to  such  an  end  with  chortles 
of  glee.  They  would  use  it  as  an  oppor- 
tunity to  accuse  the  gay  community  of 


recruiting  the  "...helpless,  confused  and 
homeless  children  of  our  nation." 

This  view,  of  course,  totally  ignores 
the  fact  that  a  gay  identity  has  already 
formed  in  these  "children,"  even  as  it 
assumes  the  truth  of  the  convention  that 
any  person  below  the  arbitrary  age  of 
majority  in  their  community  who  dis- 
plays independent  initiative  or  desires  to 
live  with  someone  other  than  parents  or 
guardians  is,  de  facto,  a  "delinquent." 
These  political  prostitutes,  in  their  quest 
for  the  elusive  vote,  would  gloss  over 
any  argument  that  children  —  of  any 
age  —  are  entitled  to  a  degree  of  control 
over  their  own  lives.  Children  are  a 
disenfranchised  minority,  and  as  such 
cannot  be  wooed  for  votes;  indeed, 
political  power  is  gained  and  made  more 
secure  by  keeping  them  disenfranchised, 
powerless  and  dependent. 

It  would,  therefore,  take  something  a 
bit  more  extraordinary  than  an  act  of 
God  to  push  gay  youth  shelters  past  the 
blue  noses  of  the  conservatives  in  gov- 
ernment. If  gays  intend  to  provide  for 
their  much  more  vulnerable  younger 
brethren,  they  will  have  to  engineer  a 
broad  swing  in  public  opinion  and  instill 
in  their  elected  representatives  a  degree 
of  responsiveness  to  the  needs  and 
wants  of  the  substantial  gay  minority  in 
society.  Moreover,  they  will  have  to  ac- 
cept the  legitimacy  of  man-boy  love  as  a 
power  for  good,  while  boy-lovers  will  be 
obliged  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
hustlers  they  trick  with. 

From  a  scan  of  the  gay-generated  lit- 
erature, both  homosexual  and  lesbi- 
an/feminist, on  the  subject  of  pedophil- 
ia, there  is  a  continuing  tendency  to 
ignore  or  execrate  men  who  love  boys. 
Gay  liberation  publications  seem  to  be 
predominantly  unsympathetic  to  M/BL, 
with  the  bulk  of  lesbian /feminist  writers 
and  editors  actively  hostile  toward  the 
perceived  exploitation  of  boys  and  the 
supposed  inequalities  of  power  in  sexual 
relationships  between  men  and  boys. 

If  the  gay  community  remains  divid- 
ed, it  will  be  impossible  to  persuade  the 
large  numbers  of  closeted  gay  pedo- 
philes to  lend  their  support  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  gay  youth  centers.  Boy- 
lovers  are  still  leery  of  their  homophile 
comrades  —  and  positively  fearful  of 
lesbian /feminists.  The  former  are 
viewed  as  lacking  understanding,  while 
the  latter  are  considered  threatening,  all 
too  willing  to  cooperate  with  the 
straight  persecutors  for  the  sake  of  com- 
batting "ageist  child  molesters." 

I  would  suggest  a  deal  of  "conscious- 
ness-raising" in  the  gay  community, 
with  more  discussion  of  gay  youth  and 
what  the  community's  obligations  to 
them  might  be.  To  this  end,  I  applaud 
TBP's  kick-off;  I  am  waiting  expectant- 
ly to  see  how  the  game  develops. 

Mark  my  words,  though  —  unless  the 
rift  in  the  gay  community  can  be  re- 
duced, the  difficulties  to  be  expected  in 
achieving  this  admirable  end  will  be 
insurmountable. 
"Adam  Selene" 
Lodi,  NJ 

The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters.  Ad- 
dress them  to:  Letters,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  Toronto,  ON  MSW  1X9.  Letters  selected 
for  publication  may  be  edited  for  length. 
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Public  sex,  private  fears 


This  article  first  appeared  in  the  Oc- 
tober issue  of  the  Newsletter  of  the 
Homophile  Association  of  London, 
Ontario  (HALO),  as  a  message  from  the 
group 's  president.  He  signed  it  simply, 
"Richard,  "since  he 's  not  yet  able  to  be 
fully  out  of  the  closet,  and  has  given  us 
permission  to  reprint  the  article  here. 

One  of  my  feet  got  caught  in  the  closet 
door.  Much  to  my  chagrin,  no  matter 
how  hai*d  I  struggle,  I  find  that  I  am 
unable  to  wrench  it  free.  This  is  a  source 
of  considerable  embarrassment  to  me 
when  I  have  been  so  presumptuous  as  to 
assume  a  position  of  leadership  in  the 
gay  community. 

This  discrediting  truth  has  been  able 
to  go  virtually  unnoticed  until  the  recent 
park  arrests  (see  October  TBP).  Not 
that  I  was  involved  in  the  arrests.  I 
knew  nothing  about  them,  or  even  that 
there  was  a  washroom  in  Victoria  Park, 
until  I  was  asked  for  a  reaction  by  a 
radio  station  the  day  the  matter  hit  the 
media. 

For  Some  time  I  have  been  conscious 
of  the  possibility  that  my  name  may 
unavoidably  be  spread  across  the  media. 
My  wish  to  make  what  little  contribu- 
tion I  can  to  dissipate  the  need  for  any 
of  us  to  remain  closeted  is  strong 
enough  that  I  am  willing  to  take  that 
risk. 

The  park  arrests  create  an  extremely 
difficult  situation  for  HALO.  According 
to  the  police,  only  one  HALO  member 
was  arrested,  so  the  direct  involvement 
of  the  club  need  not  actually  be  great. 
The  police  furthermore  told  us  that  the 
arrests  were  the  result  of  their  concern 
about  public  sex,  not  gay  sex. 

Nonetheless,  the  media  placed  much 
emphasis  on  the  gay  aspect  of  the  sex, 
and  used  the  arrests  to  cast  yet  another 
aspersion  on  the  gay  community.  A  part 
of  HALO's  mandate  is  "To  provide  a 
programme  to  assist  in  the  integration 
through  education  of  individuals  of  dif- 
ferent sexual  orientation."  The  action 
of  the  media  clearly  serves  as  a  segrega- 
ting influence  on  people  of  different 
sexual  orientation  and  therefore  de- 
mands an  effort  on  the  part  of  HALO  to 
counteract  their  negative  educational 
influence. 

Another  fact  that  must  be  acknow- 
ledged is  that  although  those  arrested 
may  not  be  members  of  HALO,  they  are 
members,  no  matter  how,  of  the  gay 
community.  The  police  said  that,  to  a 
large  extent,  the  people  arrested  are  pro- 
fessional, married  men  who  may  other- 
wise live  a  heterosexual  existence.  If  I 
am  upset  over  the  fact  that  I  am  unable 
to  free  one  foot  from  the  closet,  I  can 
only  imagine  the  distress  of  these  people 
who  are  so  desperate  that  they  attempt 
to  put  one  foot  out  of  the  closet  in  such 
an  unfortunate  manner,  only  to  get  it 
stamped  on. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  complex 
reasons  for  gay  sex  in  public  places. 
Historically  it  probably  dates  back  to 
times  when  gay  activities  were  so  taboo 
that  one  so  inclined  did  not  dare  par- 
ticipate in  such  activities  in  a  place 
where  they  might  be  recognized.  The 
tradition  of  gays  using  parks  and  wash- 
rooms as  meeting-places  is  well  en- 
trenched in  our  culture;  our  literature  is 


replete  with  stories  of  such  activities. 
Old  habits  die  hard  and,  as  mentioned, 
there  are  still  those  who  are  afraid  to 
approach  recognized  and  more  appro- 
priate gay  meeting  places. 

We  cannot  as  well  ignore  the  fact  that 
there  are  those  who  are  stimulated  by 
the  inherent  dangers  of  sexual  activities 
in  public  places.  They  take  their 
chances,  and  if  they  are  caught  it's  part 
of  the  game.  I  think  there  is.  more  to  this 
than  just  an  exciting  game,  however.  I 
cannot  help  but  wonder  if  these  people 
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may,  deep  down,  feel  so  negative  about 
their  sexual  orientation  and /or  society's 
attitude  toward  them  that  their  beha- 
viour is  also  possibly  motivated  by  a 
desire  to  either  seek  punishment  or 
express  their  defiance  of  society. 

Two  other  groups  who  might  be  in- 
volved in  the  park  arrests  are  the  young 
and  those  who,  because  of  age,  physical 
appearance  or  disability,  find  it  difficult 
to  compete  in  more  appropriate  gay 
meeting  places.  Underage  gays  are  not 
even  allowed  in  licenced  gay  establish- 
ments. In  recognized  gay  establishments 
where  they  are  allowed,  they  may  be  in- 
hibited by  restrictions  placed  on  them 
by  family  and  friends.  Gays  who  are  of 
legal  age  may  also  be  afraid  to  associate 
too  publicly  with  the  underaged  out  of 
fear  that  they  could  be  subjected  to 
legal  sanctions.  There  are  also  a  number 
of  young  people  who  suffer  rejection 
from  their  families  and  support  systems 
because  of  their  sexual  orientation  and 
may  find  contacts  in  the  parks  a  source 
of  financial  support.  The  second  group 
referred  to  above  may  feel  the  need  to 
patronize  these  youths. 

Much  of  this  is  speculation,  of 
course.  Each  case  must  differ  consider- 
ably, and  I  by  no  means  have  enough 
information  to  make  any  sweeping  gen- 
eralizations. I  do  feel  rather  strongly, 
though,  that  to  a  large  extent  those  gays 
who  feel  the  need  to  go  to  public  places 
to  seek  contact  are  as  much  victims  as 
they  are  criminals.  Not  only  are  they 
victims  of  society's  wrath,  but  they  are 
also  victims  of  their  own  poor  self- 
image. 

Something  needs  to  be  done  to  stop 
gross  indecency  in  Victoria  Park.  What 
needs  to  be  done  is  far  more  extensive 
than  increasing  arrests  or  closing  the 
washroom.  What  needs  to  be  done  is 
also  what  needs  to  be  done  to  help  me 
free  my  other  foot  from  the  closet.  □ 

Deliberations  is  an  irregular  column 
devoted  to  ideas  and  opinions  about  the 
theory  and  practice  of  gay  liberation. 
Submissions  from  readers  are  gratefully 
accepted. 
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Seven  years  ago,  some  of  us  remember,  we  stood  around  a  copy  of  issue  40  of  Gay 
Liberator,  a  leftwing  gay  monthly  coming  out  of  Detroit,  a  paper  which  often  in- 
spired us.  We  wondered  whether  we  would  ever  see  issue  40  of  The  Body  Politic, 
then  hovering  uncertainly  between  a  bimonthly  and  a  quarterly  schedule. 

As  this  is  written,  issue  80  of  The  Body  Politic  is  being  readied  for  the  press.  Gay 
Liberator  is  long  gone.  Gone  too  are  most  of  the  collectively  organized,  nonprofit 
gay  activist  periodicals  which  took  wing  on  the  effervescence  of  the  early  '70s.  Some 
succumbed  to  private  ownership,  some  flew  apart,  some  just  grew  old  and  died. 

The  Body  Politic  has  so  far  survived,  still  clinging  to  the  collective  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded:  that  everyone  who  works  has  a  voice  in  shaping  his  or  her 
work  and  a  say  in  the  overall  direction  of  the  enterprise. 

It  is  not  by  some  ideological  caprice  that  The  Body  Politic  remains  tied  to  its 
collective  mode  of  production.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  proved  to  be  the  only 
pragmatic  strategy  in  an  economy  so  overrun  by  giant  monopolies,  privately  or 
state-owned,  that  there  is  little  room  for  small  businesses  and  almost  none  for  gay 
businesses.  The  flow  of  advertising  dollars  which  is  the  lifeblood  of  so  many 
publications  elsewhere  hardly  exists  even  in  our  larger  cities.  The  ledger  books  and 
the  bottom  line  say  that  a  gay  publication  is  not  possible  in  this  country. 

Nevertheless,  The  Body  Politic  survives,  its  viability  underwritten  by  something 
that  fails  to  show  on  the  books:  unpaid  labour  freely  given  by  dozens  of  volunteer 
workers:  They  write,  draw,  edit,  paste  up  pages,  typeset,  open  mail,  handle  the 
phones,  mail  out  subscriptions,  deliver  to  stores,  keep  the  books,  churn  out  invoices 
and  perform  the  other  specialized  and  disparate  tasks  which  go  into  publishing  a 
monthly  magazine.  To  an  extent  which  cannot  be  truly  known  by  anyone  who  has 
not  visited  our  offices,  they  are  The  Body  Politic.  Their  work  is,  in  the  finest  sense, 
a  labour  of  love. 

And,  just  as  advertisers  have  their  influence  on  a  profit-oriented  publication,  so 
inexorably  the  army  of  volunteers  makes  its  impression  on  the  pages  of  this  maga- 
zine. For  it  is  only  by  speaking  to  their  aspirations  that  The  Body  Politic  retains 
their  love  and  their  labour. 

The  collective  process  can  sound  high-minded,  even  noble.  In  practice,  it  is,  as 
often  as  not,  messy,  quarrelsome  and  mean.  It  has  had  its  victims.  As  long  as  we 
have  to  try  to  make  it  work  within  a  society  that  exalts  an  egotistical  variety  of  indi- 
vidualism and  downgrades  cooperation,  the  process  cannot  be  other  than  uneven 
and  uncertain.  The  struggle  for  collectivity  is  never  won;  the  tattered  fabric  just 
barely  holds  together  from  issue  to  issue.  But  that's  enough. 

We  want  to  inspire,  both  in  what  we  publish  and  in  how  we  publish  it.  We  often 
fail  and,  worse,  we  sometimes  don't  even  try.  But  sometimes  we  succeed  and  it's 
those  small  successes  that  have  allowed  The  Body  Politic  to  survive.  D 


The  Body  Politic  Collective  at  work:  clockwise  from  lower  left,  Tim  McCaskell  (with  Crayolas 
for  drawing  the  correct  line),  Gerald  Hannon  (asleep,  but  supportive),  Ed  Jackson 
(prodding),  Roger  Spalding  (exhausted),  Chris  Bearchell  and  John  Allec  (conspiring),  Rick 
Bebout  (holding  forth),  Ken  Popert  (drinking  —  a  rum  and  coke,  no  doubt)  and  Stephen 
Mac  Donald  (perplexed).  Soft  sculptures  by  Jeff  Ferst. 
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Human  rights  decade  ends  amid  angry  protest  —  and  some  relief 

Ontario  finally  says  no 


M  M  ^Bl  his  is  a  human  rights 

||  omission!"  Del 

Mansell's  nervous  voice 
carried  through  the 
startled  legislative 
chamber.  Mansell  stood  handcuffed  to 
the  railing  of  the  public  gallery  and 
began  to  read  out  a  list  of  gay  rights 
supporters,  organizations  who  had 
backed  amending  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  (OHRC)  to  include  protec- 
tion for  gay  women  and  men.  The 
legislators  had  just  ignored  that  advice. 
They  had  defeated  69-23  NDPer  James 
Renwick's  amendment  to  Bill  7  that 
would  have  enshrined  gay  rights  in  the 
OHRC. 

"Alberta  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion, the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada, 
the  British  Columbia  Human  Rights 
Commission,  the  Canadian  Association 
of  University  Teachers,  Canadian  Bar 
Association...",  the  list  went  on  for 
some  minutes  before  they  silenced  him, 
the  Speaker  pounding  his  gavel  for 
order,  the  guards  scurrying  to  push  him 
back  into  his  seat. 

The  commotion  died  down.  The 
voting  carried  on.  The  Speaker  called 
for  the  "nays"  on  the  next  amendment 
and  the  Tories  were  all  rising  in  opposi- 
tion when  Paul  Murphy's  voice  boomed 
out  from  the  other  gallery,  picking  up 
where  Del  Mansell  had  left  off.  The 
House  and  the  spectators  in  the  galleries 
erupted  into  angry  jeering.  The  Speaker 
ordered  the  galleries  cleared  and  a  five- 
minute  recess  as  a  third  demonstrator, 
Brent  Hawkes,  handcuffed  himself  to 
the  railing  and  launched  into  the  pro- 
test. 

The  floor  of  the  House  and  the 
galleries  cleared  as  the  Sergeant  at  Arms 
strutted  around,  sword  flapping.  One  at 
a  time  guards  with  wire  snippers  releas- 
ed the  demonstrators  and  led  them 
away.  The  members  returned,  the 
voting  ritual  resumed  and  the  Decem- 
ber 1  evening  session  of  the  Ontario 
Legislative  Assembly  closed  more  or 
less  on  schedule. 

Outside  on  the  steps  of  Queen's  Park 
the  disrupters  were  reunited  with  fellow- 1 
spectators  in  the  glare  of  TV  cameras.  A ! 
woman,  her  eyes  red  from  crying, 
showed  me  the  bruises  where  the  guards 
had  dug  their  fingers  into  her  arms  as 
they  hauled  her  out.  She'd  had  no  idea 
that  any  of  this  would  happen  when  she 
decided  to  come  down  to  watch  the 
debate  after  seeing  it  broadcast  live  by 
CITY-TV.  Brent  Hawkes,  who  is  also 
pastor  of  Toronto's  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church,  said  later  he  was  sur- 
prised that  no  one  was  arrested. 

Another  spectator  gloated,  "The 
whole  thing  was  worth  it  just  to  see  the 
look  of  shock  and  horror  on  (Attorney 
General)  Roy  McMurtry's  face." 

When  the  debate  on  Bill  7  began 
November  30,  it  was  Riverdale  MPP 
James  Renwick,  the  New  Democratic 
Party's  human  rights  critic,  who  put  the 
amendment  forward  —  to  everyone's 
surprise.  Sheila  Copps,  a  Liberal  from 
Hamilton  Centre  who  has  since  declared 
her  candidacy  for  the  party's  leadership, 
had  tabled  the  amendment  and  had 
been  its  proponent  during  public  hear- 
ings and  study  before  the  Standing 


Committee  on  Resources  Development. 
She  missed  her  opportunity  to  put  the 
motion  forward  because  she  was  a  few 
minutes  late  getting  to  her  seat  when  the 
debate  began. 

She  says  the  process  of  fighting  for 
the  amendment  has  been  an  emotionally 
draining  one,  but  that,  put  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  gay  community,  "I  probably 
would  have  done  the  same  thing 
myself."  There  are  worthy  historical 
precedents,  she  pointed  out,  from  the 
suffragists  to  American  civil  rights  ac- 
tivists. 

But,  despite  hard  work  and  commit- 
ment, Sheila  Copps  was  able  to  per- 
suade only  five  of  her  Liberal  colleagues 
to  stand  up  and  be  counted  for  sexual 
orientation  in  the  Code.  Of  that  she 
"wasn't  proud,  that's  for  sure." 
Liberals  who  voted  in  favour  were: 
leader  Stuart  Smith  (Hamilton-West), 
Sean  Conway  (Renfrew  North),  Don 
Boudria  (Prescott-Russell),  Bill  Wrye 
(Windsor-Sandwich)  and,  of  course, 
Sheila  Copps. 

Copps  was  particularly  disturbed  by 
the  desertion  of  former  Liberal  human 
rights  critic  Jim  MacGuigan,  who  had 
favoured  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  Bill  209,  an  earlier  version  of  Bill 
7.  Now,  referring  to  "activities  of  mili- 
tant homosexuals  in  such  cities  as  San 
Francisco,"  he  said  he  didn't  "believe 
the  present  time  is  ready  for  it  (the 
amendment)." 

Susan  Fish  (St  George)  was  the  only 
Tory  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  amend- 
ment. Fish  has  been  on  record  as  sup- 
porting it  since  she  ran  for  election  in 
her  heavily  gay  downtown  Toronto 
riding. 

All  16  NDP  members  present  voted  in 
favour,  in  compliance  with  their  occa- 
sionally dispensable  party  policy.  Miss- 
ing from  the  vote  were:  Ed  Philip 


(Etobicoke),  Bud  Wildman  (Algoma), 
Tony  Lupusella  (Dovercourt)  and  leader 
Michael  Cassidy  (Ottawa  Centre).  The 
bill  passed  third  reading  December  8. 

James  Renwick  is  not  the  New 
Democrat  I  would  have  picked  to  move 
the  amendment.  He  has  been  the  only 
NDPer  to  express  reservations  about  his 
party's  pro-gay  rights  position  since  the 
scandal  created  before  last  year's  prov- 
incial election  when  Cassidy  reneged  on 
a  promised  amendment  to  Bill  7's 
predecessor.  During  the  debate  in  com- 
mittee, Renwick  worried  about  "a 
legitimate  fear  people  have  where  ho- 
mosexuals and  children  are  concerned." 
• 

In  the  fall  of  1971,  "the  Ontario 
Homophile  Association  initiated  a 
discussion  around  the  idea  of  holding  a 
demonstration  at  Queen's  Park  to  de- 
mand the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation 
in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code," 
reports  Brian  Waite  in  his  paper, 
"Strategy  for  Gay  Liberation"  in  the 
March  1972  issue  of  The  Body  Politic. 

Waite's  paper  proposed  that  "the 
fight  to  include  the  term  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
is  a  fundamental  one  in  the  struggle  for 
Gay  Liberation  and  should  be  seen  as  a 
priority  for  all  Ontario  Homophile 
organizations."  This  developing 
strategy  brought  the  first  gay  march  to 
the  doors  of  Queen's  Park  on  June  29, 
1972.  NDP  leader  Michael  Cassidy  was 
then  just  the  daring  young  MPP  from 
Ottawa  Centre  who  invited  the 
demonstrators  into  the  public  galleries 
and  had  the  Speaker  acknowledge  their 
presence.  But  his  record  has  been  as 
consistent  as  any  fickle  politician's. 
(Last  year,  during  the  debate  on  Bill 
209,  forerunner  to  Bill  7,  Cassidy  told 
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anti-gay  Toronto  Sun  columnist  Claire 
Hoy  that  gay  rights  were  "not  a  priority 
at  this  time.") 

Just  a  year  after  that  first  demonstra- 
tion, in  October  1973,  the  Ontario 
movement  won  its  first  legislative  vic- 
tory with  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
by  Toronto  City  Council  banning 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  city  employment. 

In  1975,  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights 
in  Ontario  (CGRO)  was  formed,  and 
adopted  Waite's  proposed  strategy  to 
make  the  human  rights  campaign  a 
priority. 

Several  weeks  later,  the  Ontario  Rac- 
ing Commission  fired  gay  racing 
steward  John  Damien  and  it  made  the 
front  pages.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  On- 
tario Human  Rights  Commission  estab- 
lished a  Code  Review  Committee. 

1977  was  definitely  the  year  of  gay 
rights.  The  year  before,  the  NDP  had 
made  it  party  policy  to  push  for  the  in- 
clusion of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
OHRC.  The  results  of  a  Gallup  Poll,  . 
commissioned  by  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Commission,  showed  that  52% 
of  Canadians  favoured  extension  of 
human  rights  to  gay  people  while  only 
30%  were  opposed.  The  Code  Review 
Committee  released  its  report,  Life 
Together,  with  97  recommendations  — 
including  the  addition  of  sexual  orienta- 
tion to  the  Code  as  a  ground  on  which 
discrimination  should  be  prohibited. 

In  1978,  the  tide  turned.  The  police 
raided  and  charged  this  magazine.  Anita 
Bryant  toured  Canada.  A  small  but  in- 
creasingly well-organized  right  wing 
began  to  focus  on  our  community.  The 
rural  Ontario-based  Renaissance  Inter- 
national increased  its  profile,  and  the 
largely  mythical  Positive  Parents 
emerged,  intent  on  spreading  fear  and 
hatred  in  Toronto  by  concocting  the 
spectre  of  "San  Francisco  North."  Hate 
literature  cropped  up  during  two  recent 
elections.  And  raids  on  gay  baths 
escalated  as  gay /police  relations 
deteriorated. 

These  problems  have  not  been  entire- 
ly confined  to  Toronto.  CGRO's  brief, 
The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Omission, 
documents  active  police  harassment  and 
neglect  in  gay-related  cases  across  the 
province.  The  commission  turns  away 
30  or  more  complaints  each  year  — 
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Protest:  The  Sergeant  at  Arms  glowers  up  at  Non-  Violent  Action  member  Paul  Murphy,  handcuffed  to  gallery  railing  of  the  Ontario  legislature 


from  women  and  men  all  over  Ontario 
—  who  claim  to  have  experienced  dis- 
crimination based  on  their  sexual  orien- 
tation. The  human  rights  campaign  has 
plodded  on. 

Two  years  after  Life  Together,  in  an 
attempt  to  deal  with  only  one  of  the 
report's  recommendations,  the  then- 
minority  Davis  government  introduced 
Bill  188,  the  Handicapped  Persons' 
Rights  Protection  Act.  Handicapped 
rights  activists  resisted  the  attempt  to 
segregate  them  in  special  legislation  and 
the  bill  was  withdrawn  —  to  the  relief  of 
gay  activists,  who  saw  it  as  a  ploy  to 
avoid  opening  up  the  Code  to  amend- 
ment. 

Bill  209,  introduced  in  November 
1980,  three  and  a  half  years  after  Life 
Together  was  released,  was  the  first 
serious  attempt  to  deal  with  the  report's 
recommendations.  A  month  later, 
Cassidy  withdrew  the  NDP's  support  for 
gay  rights,  the  House  recessed  for 
Christmas  and  an  election  was  called 
before  it  resumed  sitting  —  thus  killing 
the  bill. 

The  same  week  the  election  was  called 
the  fight  for  gay  freedom  took  on  new 
dimensions.  On  February  5,  150  cops 


invaded  four  gay  baths,  charging  more 
than  300  men  with  bawdyhouse  offences 
and  alleging  that  the  baths  were  places 
resorted  to  for  the  practice  of  acts  of  in- 
decency. 

The  next  evening  gay  rage  spilled  out 
into  the  streets  of  Toronto  the  Good. 
After  a  tumultuous  march  down  Yonge 
Street,  CGRO  chairperson  Jim  Monk 
directed  the  angry  mob  to  52  Division 
police  headquarters,  and  from  there 
former  CGRO  chairperson  Tom  Warner 
pointed  at  Queen's  Park. 
• 

As  I  watched  the  security  guards 
hustle  the  last  of  the  spectators  out  of 
the  public  gallery  the  night  they 
disrupted  the  legislature,  I  had  a  sudden 
recollection  of  all  those  angry  people 
converging  on  the  steps  of  Queen's 
Park.  The  doors  seemed  to  shudder 
under  the  onslaught  before  the  marshals 
could  pull  the  crowd  back  into  forma- 
tion —  just  in  time  to  be  attacked  from 
behind  by  the  cops.  I  remember 
wondering  at  the  time  why  on  earth  I 
was  helping  to  protect  this  place  from 
our  legitimate  fury.  And  I  wondered 
again  as  I  watched  the  jeering  members 
of  our  government  shaking  their  fists  as 
the  last  of  the  gay  activists  was  led 


passively  away. 

"I  had  to  be  there,"  said  Del 
Mansell,  "I  couldn't  let  ten  years  of 
fighting  for  our  rights  fade  into  nothing 
without  saying  something.  I'm  only 
sorry  there  weren't  more  of  us." 

In  1972,  Brian  Waite  put  forward  the 
human  rights  campaign  strategy  as  a 


Civil  disobedience 
a  useful  strategy? 

Come  to  a  public  discussion  of  the 
incident  in  the  Ontario  Legislature 
and  the  future  of  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  in  the  gay  community. 
An  assessment  meeting  sponsored 
by  NOVA  —  Non-Violent  Action  com- 
mittee. 

Tuesday,  January  26  at  7:30  pm. 
Quaker  House,  60  LowtherAve  at 
Bedford  Road. 


way  to  systematize  and  focus  the  strug- 
gle for  gay  liberation.  He  said  then  that 
winning  this  demand  would  not  end  our 
oppression  —  and  he  fully  expected  we 
would  win  it.  But  it  would  allow  more 
of  us  to  come  out,  each  emerging  lav- 
ender butterfly  another  blow  against 
sexism  (the  word  homophobia  wasn't  in 
'vogue  yet). 

Whether  we  won  it  or  not,  though, 
the  human  rights  campaign  has  always 
been  seen  by  gay  activists  as  a  means  to 
other  ends.  There's  no  doubt  it's  time  to 
chalk  up  legislative  defeat.  But  what 
about  our  other  intentions? 

Gay  liberation  had,  and  still  has, 
some  "formidable  goals"  as  Brian 
Waite  called  them:  "(to  further)  cam- 
paigns for  full  sexual  liberation  for 
humankind...  children,  adolescents  and 
adults,  no  matter  what  their  position  on 
the  sexual  continuum." 

These  campaigns  —  the  process  of 
our  struggle  —  would  involve  legitimiz- 
ing lesbians  and  gay  men  as  a  minority. 
Other  social  movements  and  potentially 
supportive  individuals,  it  was  thought, 
would  ally  with  us  over  our  simple 
demands  for  justice.  We  could  especially 
expect  backing  from  feminists  because 
of  the  potential  for  mutual  support  in 
what  seemed  a  parallel,  if  not  a  com- 
mon, cause.  And  the  movement's  con- 
Stituency,  ordinary  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  would  be  politicized,  mobilized, 
yes,  even  radicalized.  Gay  pride  and 


community  would  flourish.  Public  ac- 
tion, demonstrating  in  the  streets,  was 
the  key  to  the  strategy  as  a  spur  to  both 
gay  and  straight  community  awareness. 

But  the  human  rights  strategy  has 
also  had  PR  problems.  Ten  years  of 
fretting  is  bound  to  take  its  toll  —  if  it's 
about  something  that  is  in  danger  of  be- 
ing a  token,  if  not  meaningless,  gesture. 
Christine  Donald,  an  executive  member 
of  CGRO,  says  that  the  human  rights 
campaign  could  draw  a  lot  more  interest 
"if  it  had  sex  and  violence  going  for  it 
the  way  opposition  to  the  bath  raids 
does."  It's  true.  Sex  is  definitely  the 
bread-and-butter  issue  of  gay  liberation. 
Human  rights  are  less  controversial  — 
and  less  urgent. 

Nevertheless,  straight  support  for 
human  rights  for  gay  people  has  poured 
in  —  though  not  as  much  as  I  would 
like  from  feminists.  The  media  have 
been  forced  to  take  note  of  this  and 
other  concerns  of  ours.  Our  movement 
has  grown.  CGRO  now  has  more  than 
30  member  organizations,  as  does  its 
local  equivalent,  the  Toronto  Gay  Com- 
munity Council. 

While  the  fight  for  human  rights  is 
only  one  of  many  factors,  the  interna- 
tional gay  liberation  movement's  tradi- 
tion of  militant,  peaceful  public  action 
has  been  established  in  Ontario, 
especially  in  Toronto.  Ten  years  ago, 
when  Waite  first  proposed  it,  a 
demonstration  like  the  one  on  February 
6,  1981  seemed  unthinkable. 

"With  public  action  and  all  the  con- 
ditions that  make  it  possible  and 
necessary,"  says  CGRO  chairperson  Jim 
Monk,  "we  have  seen  awareness  of 
homosexuality  and  gay  liberation  spread 
as  never  before.  And  it's  had  mixed 
results,  as  we  knew  it  would.  The  better 
organized  and  visible  we've  become,  the 
more  we've  been  a  target,  a  scapegoat." 

The  latest  poll  conducted  for  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 
shows  a  reversal  of  1977's  statistics. 
Thirty  percent  of  those  polled  favoured 
gay  rights  while  60%  were  opposed. 
"The  battle's  not  going  to  be  easy,  I 
just  take  comfort  in  knowing  it'll  be 
worth  it,"  says  Monk. 

Whether  we  have  been  successful  at 
legitimizing  our  community  is  not  yet 
clear.  It  looks  now  as  if  the  Bruner 
study  (into  Toronto  gay  community/ 
police  relations)  may  result  in  a  state- 
ment from  the  Chief  of  Police  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  gay  community  is  a 
legitimate  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  Social  Services 
minister  Frank  Drea  has  rejected  out  of 
hand  a  recommendation  from  within 
the  ministry  that  social  services  be 
directed  towards  meeting  the  needs  of 
gay  street  kids.  His  government  doesn't 
want  to  be  seen  recognizing  the 
legitimacy  of  the  gay  community. 

The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  On- 
tario has  been  impatient  to  shrug  off  the 
human  rights  campaign  in  order  to  get 
on  with  other  things.  It  began,  at  the 
height  of  concern  over  Bill  209,  to  take 
seriously  the  job  of  lesbian  and  gay 
community-building  by  instituting  its 
grassroots  organizing  drive.  It  has 
begun  experimenting  with  mass  distribu- 
tion of  educational  material.  It  has 
renewed  discussions  of  feminist  and  gay 
liberation  theory  and  is  tackling  other 
areas  of  long-standing  concern  —  in- 
cluding the  education  system  and  social 
services. 

"At  times  the  campaign  for  sexual 
orientation  has  seemed  like  a  real 
albatross."  sighs  Jim  Monk,  "but  1 
think  it  has  served  its  purpose.  Some- 
times well.  And  it's  time  to  move  on." 
No  one  1  know  is  arguing. 

(  hris  Heart  lull 
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Judge  suggests  dropping  charges 
as  not  guilty  pleas  clog  courts 


% 


TORONTO  —  "The  Crown  should 
look  at  all  the  circumstances  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not,  in  the  interests  of 
general  justice,  the  Crown  might  con- 
sider withdrawing  the  charges,"  Provin- 
cial Court  Judge  C  H  Paris  advised 
Crown  Attorney  Stan  Berger.  He  was 
chiding  Berger  for  inconsistency  in  the 
way  the  Crown's  office  has  handled  the 
bawdyhouse  charges  against  found-ins 
from  the  February  5  police  raids  on  four 
Toronto  baths. 

Berger  had  just  announced  the  Crown 
was  no  longer  satisfied  with  allowing 
discharges  and  would  be  seeking 
convictions. 

That  was  December  1 1 .  During  the 
week  starting  December  4,  court  ap- 
pearances resulted  in  one  finding  of 
guilt  (and  an  absolute  discharge),  two 
acquittals,  three  charges  being 
withdrawn  by  the  Crown  or  dismissed 
by  the  judge  and  dozens  of  adjourn- 
ments. 

The  trials  of  those  hundreds  of  men 
charged  with  bawdyhouse  offences  be- 
gan in  earnest  November  23  with  the 
opening  of  the  trial  of  the  men  accused 
of  "keeping"  the  Richmond  Street 
Health  Emporium. 

And,  for  the  first  time,  the  courts  felt 


the  impact  of  the  gay  community's  re- 
solve to  defend  itself:  one  after  another, 
alleged  found-ins  and  keepers  of  com- 
mon bawdyhouses  entered  "not  guilty" 
pleas. 

This  is  a  departure,  for  the  Crown, 
from  what  began  as  a  predictable  round 
of  guilty  pleas.  Stephen  Briggs,  a  former 
employee  of  the  Romans,  pleaded  guilty 
November  2  to  a  charge  of  being  a 
keeper  of  a  common  bawdyhouse. 
(TBP,  December).  Two  men  arrested  at 
the  Romans  pleaded  guilty  November 
20  to  charges  of  being  found-ins,  in 
return  for  absolute  discharges  and  the 
dropping  of  buggery  charges. 

Briggs  received  an  absolute  discharge 
and  charges  were  dropped  against  his 
four  co-accused. 

Since  Briggs's  discharge  means  a  con- 
viction has  not  been  entered,  it  is  un- 
clear whether  the  Crown  can  use  a 
Notice  of  Conviction  from  the  case  as 
evidence  in  the  trials  of  found-ins. 

A  found-in  from  the  first  Barracks 
trial  is  appealing  his  conviction  on  that 
basis.  The  matter  was  heard  December 
16. 

In  the  meantime,  TBP's  day-by-day 
report  on  the  unfolding  drama,  up  to 
mid-December,  begins  next  page. 
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Bawdyhouse  accused:  four  of  the  six  men  charged  at  the  Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium 


December  1 1:  notes  from  a  day  with  the  bath-raid  trials 


"Justice  delayed  is  justice  denied," 
argued  defence  counsel  Susie  Scott  in  a 
heated  debate  at  the  beginning  of  a  most 
memorable  day  in  court. 

The  Crown  had  made  a  pitch  to  post- 
pone the  trial  of  the  found-ins  at  the 
Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium  until 
after  the  trial  of  the  alleged  keepers  — 
without  providing  anyone  with  adequate 
notice.  One  man  had  flown  in  from  Brit- 
ish Columbia  for  the  day's  trial.  Judge  C 
H  Paris  was  not  at  all  impressed,  called 
foul  play  and  denied  the  request. 

"What  exactly  is  going  on  in  the 
Crown's  office?"  demanded  Judge 
Paris.  "I  have  not  seen  any  consistency 
from  the  Crown  after  they've  had  ten 
months  to  organize  this."  Berger  replied 
apologetically,  "It's  been  done  inadver- 
tently, your  Honour."  Judge  Paris: 
"The  Crown  should  look  at  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  determine  whether  or 
not,  in  the  interests  of  general  justice. 
Crown  might  consider  withdrawing  the 
charges." 

The  remark  sparked  great  enthusiasm 
among  attending  supporters  from  the 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee  —  and  aJl 
seven  defence  lawyers.  Judge  Paris  called 
a  recess,  a  tactic  used  more  than  once  to 
express  what  seemed  his  exasperation 
with  the  proceedings. 

In  the  hall  outside  the  courtroom,  I 
decided  it  was  time  to  strike  up  some 
conversation  with  these  undercover  cops 
who  characterize  the  Romans  II  Health 
Spa  as  a  screaming  bawdyhouse,  with  sex 
going  on  everywhere  and  continual  offers 
of  $25-$35  for  a  blow-job. 


"I  haven't  even  been  to  the  Romans 
sixteen  times  myself,"  I  said.  "How  do 
you  feel  about  it?" 

It  was  the  smile  that  threw  me  off,  but 
Constable  James  said  "I  never  got  used 
to  it.  I  never  felt  threatened  physically. 
Emotionally,  yes,  we  were  frightened. 
Sometimes  we  had  to  psych  ourselves  up 
for  it.  We  never  went  alone." 

"Yes,  it  was  a  unique  experience  dur- 
ing my  time  on  the  force.  Not  very  many 
people  can  claim  to  have  had  such  an  ex- 
perience," he  said  with  some  pride. 

Although  undercover  officers  were  not 
instructed  to  make  any  set  number  of 
visits,  Constable  James  forced  himself  to 
"attend  at"  the  Romans  seven  times  in 
28  days. 

Perhaps  the  high  point  of  the  day  oc- 
curred near  the  beginning  of  a  case  of  a 
Romans  found-in  who  now  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia. We  all  had  to  wait  for  P  C 
Roushis  to  come  in  off  his  beat  since 
Roushis  had  been  the  officer  who  had 
ostensibly  escorted  the  man  to  the  Rom- 
ans' TV  lounge  the  night  of  the  raid.  You 
can  imagine  the  ruckus  Roushis  raised 
when  he  stated,  "Yes,  I  recognize  the  ac- 
cused before  the  court."    ' 

The  puzzled  Crown  queried,  "You 
recognize  the  accused?" 

"Yes,"  Roushis  replied,  and  pointed 
to  the  man  sitting  directly  beside  Berger. 

That  man  was  the  Intelligence 
Bureau's  Inspector  McBride. 

Berger  withdrew  the  witness,  Judge 
Paris  rolled  his  eyes  and  called  another 
recess. 


Back  in  court  after  lunch,  one  found- 
in  had  his  case  dismissed  on  a  technical- 
ity —  a  wrong  date  on  his  appearance 
notice. 

The  discussion  of  adjournments  con- 
tinued, even  though  we  were  still  in  the 
middle  of  the  trial  of  the  man  in  Califor- 
nia (as  represented  by  lawyer  Peter 
Hyrns).  Rather  than  adjourn  the  case  of 
the  man  who  had  travelled  here  from 
British  Columbia,  the  Crown  withdrew 
the  charge  —  but  only  after  solid  legal 
arguments  from  lawyer  Suzie  Scott.  How- 
ever, in  the  case  of  a  found-in  from  Mon- 
treal, the  Crown  refused  to  withdraw  the 
charge.  Judge  Paris  agreed  with  defence 
counsel  Paul  Reinhardt  that  "unfor- 
tunately, the  Crown  can't  be  forced," 

The  case  of  the  California  man  con- 
tinued, with  much  legalese,  to  a  final 
outcome  that  was  most  bizarre.  At  first 
the  verdict  was  "guilty  as  charged,"  but 
defence  counsel  Peter  Hyrn  pointed  out 
that  the  signature  at  the  bottom  of  the 
defendant's  appearance  notice  was  not 
that  of  Sgt  Dewar,  the  Crown's  main 
witness  in  the  case.  That  moved  Judge 
Paris  to  tell  the  Crown,  "Mr  Berger,  I  do 
not  have  evidence  of  identification  of  the 
accused."  And  this  amounted  to  a  cool 
dismissal  of  the  charge. 

And,  finally,  one  last  case  before 
going  home.  It's  5: 10  Friday  night  just 
two  weeks  before  Christmas,  the  court 
clerk  doesn't  mind  if  proceedings  con- 
tinue and  there's  a  65-year-old  man  on 
the  floor  raising  hell. 

"I  did  not  know  it  was  a  bawdyhouse. 
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If  there  are  bawdyhouses  they  should  be 
clearly  marked."  He  admitted,  "I  was  at 
the  baths,  otherwise  I  wouldn't  be  here. 
I've  been  down  here  five  times  now  and 
I'm  getting  fed  up  with  this.  I  won't  wait 
anymore." 

The  man,  who  stated  he  is  not  gay, 
was  questioned  under  oath. 

"Why  were  you  there?" 

"1  go  for  a  steam  and  a  whirlpool,  it's 
the  only  solution  for  my  bad  back." 

"I  do  not  know  what  all  went  on,  the 
same  thing  goes  on  at  the  YMCA,  same  as 
at  fitness  institutions." 

"No,  I  did  not  see  any  acts  of  pros- 
titution." 

Case  dismissed  on  the  grounds  of 
lawful  excuse. 

Tally  for  the  day:  15  adjournments, 
one  dismissal,  two  acquittals,  and  one 
withdrawal. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  hopes 
to  balance  testimony  offered  by  Toronto 
police  officers  by  providing  witnesses  to 
testify  to  what  really  goes  on  in  the 
baths.  How  witnesses  will  be  used 
depends  on  the  particular  lawyer  and  the 
circumstances  of  each  individual  case, 
but  this  strategy  may  very  well  save  many 
found-ins  an  unwanted  criminal  record. 

The  organization  emphasizes  that  a 
full  courtroom  can  feel  very  supportive 
to  the  men  on  trial,  and  suggests  anyone 
with  free  time  during  the  day  consider 
spending  some  of  it  in  court. 

If  you  feel  you  can  testify,  or  just  want 
to  turn  up  one  day  for  support,  contact 
the  RTPC  at  730  Bathurst  Street,  or  call 
368-4392. 

Philip  FotheringhamD 
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November  23  —  Six  men  charged 
with  keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse  at 
the  Richmond  Street  pleaded  not  guilty 
before  Provincial  Court  Judge  F  J 
McMahon.  Crown  Attorney  Mary  Hall 
drew  testimony  from  several  of  the 
undercover  cops  involved  in  the  six- 
month  investigation,  including  Sergeant 
Gary  Carter,  who  has  been  described  as 
the  Intelligence  Bureau's  "expert"  on 
the  baths.  He  has  visited  them  at  least 
16  times. 

Under  cross-examination  by  lawyers 
Paul  and  Richard  Stern,  one  of  Carter's 
subordinates,  Doug  James,  revealed 
that  the  investigation  of  the  baths  was 
connected  to  other  police  work  in  the 
gay  community.  James  testified  that  the 
investigation  included  the  "track  two 
area"  (downtown  streets  known  for 
hustling),  gay  bars  including  the 
Parkside,  the  St  Charles,  the  Quest  and 
18  East,  as  well  as  the  baths.  The  pro- 
ject, called  "Soap,"  was  to  search  out 
"criminal  activity  in  the  gay  communi- 
ty." 

The  trial  lasted  five  days,  until 
November  27.  It  will  continue  Decem- 
ber 17,  18  and  21  but  is  not  likely  to  end 
then. 

November  30  —  The  trial  of  demon- 
strators Suzanne  O'Callaghan  and 
Michael  Korican  was  scheduled  to  con- 
tinue before  Judge  Sydney  Harris.  The 
two  had  been  arrested  during  the 
tumultuous  June  16  demonstration  and 
charged  with  assaulting  a  police  officer. 
It  was  postponed  until  January  28  but, 
in  making  the  postponement,  Harris 
ordered  that  no  one  in  the  courtroom 
talk  to  the  witnesses  before  the  trial 
resumed.  Lawyer  Suzy  Scott,  who  needs 
contact  with  the  witnesses  to  complete 
preparation  of  her  case,  will  be  appeal- 
ing the  order  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ontario.  She  has  the  support  of  the 
Crown  Attorney,  who  is  similarly  af- 
fected. 

December  2  —  The  two  men  accused 
of  keeping  the  Back  Door  Gym  and 
Sauna  as  a  common  bawdyhouse  had 
their  trial  adjourned  until  February  10. 

December  4  —  Sixteen  men  accused 
of  being  found-ins  at  either  the  Romans 
II  Health  and  Recreation  Spa  or  the 
Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium 
were  scheduled  for  trial  before  Judge 
Paris.  Defence  counsel  John  Higgins 
was  given  adjournments  for  three  of  his 
clients.  The  first  found-in  to  have  his 
case  heard  was  a  man  arrested  at  the 
Romans.  He  was  represented  by  George 
Marron. 

Since  the  admissability  of  the 
"Notices  of  finding  of  a  common 
bawdyhouse"  is  in  dispute  pending  the 
December  16  hearing,  the  court  clerk 
who  recorded  the  trial  of  Stephen  Briggs 
was  called  to  testify.  Briggs  was  the 
employee  of  the  Romans  who  pleaded 
guilty  to  being  a  keeper. 

Marron  failed  both  to  prevent  the  ad- 
mission of  that  testimony  and  to  mount 
a  successful  "lawful  excuse"  argument. 
The  judge  convicted  and  gave  the  man 
an  absolute  discharge. 

Judge  Paris  was  then  prepared  to  ad- 
journ the  remaining  cases  when  two 
alleged  found-ins  protested.  One  of 
them  said  he  had  travelled  from  the 
West  Coast  to  be  present  for  the  trial, 
and  Crown  Attorney  Dan  McMahon 
withdrew  the  charge. 


Vying  for  the  leadership:  "We  can  7  go  back  into  the  closet, ' '  said  Scarborough  West  mpp 
Richard  Johnston  (foreground),  referring  to  the  NDP's  variable  support  for  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code.  Sheila  Copps  (background),  the  Hamil- 
ton Liberal  mpp  who  fought  for  legal  protection  for  gay  people  in  the  recent  debate  on  the 
Code,  has  announced  her  candidacy  for  leader  of  her  party.  Johnston,  who  is  seeking  the 
leadership  of  the  nop,  told  a  recent  general  meeting  of  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  that  his 
party  '  'lost  an  awful  lot  of  credibility ' '  when  it  backed  off  its  pledge  to  support  gay  rights  in 
the  last  provincial  election.  He  said  that  the  nop  wants  to  start  rebuilding  its  image  in  the  gay 
community,  eventhoughitmaytakesometime.  PFU 


The  second  protest  came  from  a 
75-year-old  man  who  defended  himself, 
insisting  that  he  heard  "neither  cries  of 
agony  nor  cries  of  ecstasy"  in  his  reg- 
ular visits  to  the  Romans.  Paris  ruled 
that,  since  the  Crown  had  not  estab- 
lished that  the  Romans  was  so  clearly  a 
common  bawdyhouse  that  anyone  using 
the  place  would  know  it,  the  man  had  a 
lawful  excuse  for  being  there  and  was 
not  guilty. 

December  7  —  The  alleged  keepers  of 
Club  Toronto  and  The  Barracks  had 
their  trial  adjourned  until  after  March 
15,  when  the  owners  of  the  two  baths  go 
on  trial  for  conspiracy  (see  story  above). 

Fourteen  men  charged  as  found-ins  at 
the  Romans  and  Richmond  Street  ap- 
peared before  Judge  Paris.  The  first  ac- 
cused was  defended  by  lawyer  Rick 
Carleton.  His  case  will  resume  January 
29  and  continue  February  2.  The  re- 
maining (13)  cases  were  postponed  until 
May. 

Compiled  by  Chris  Bearchell,  with 
court  reporters  Philip  Fotheringham, 
Dennis  Findlay  and  Elan  Rosenquist.  □ 

Surprise  guilty  plea 
by  Club  Bath  head 

TORONTO  —  Miami  businessman 
Jack  Campbell,  charged  with  conspiracy 
and  bawdyhouse  offences  arising  out  of 
the  February  5  bath  raids,  arrived  in 
town  November  20,  pleaded  guilty  to 
one  of  the  charges,  arranged  to  pay  a 
$40,000  fine  in  yearly  installments  of 
$10,000  and  left  the  same  afternoon. 

His  co-accused,  activists  George 
Hislop  and  Peter  Maloney,  businessmen 
Jerry  Levy  and  Rick  Stenhouse  and 
fellow-American  Ray  Diemer,  were 
unaware  of  Campbell's  decision  until  it 
hit  the  evening  news. 

Campbell  and  the  others  were 
charged  April  22  with  "conspiracy  to 
possess  proceeds  obtained  from  crime" 


and  "conspiracy  to  keep  a  common 
bawdyhouse,  conspiracy  to  publish,  dis- 
tribute, or  circulate  obscene  matter  and 
conspiracy  to  sell  obscene  matter."  The 
charges  arose  from  their  business  con- 
nections to  two  baths,  The  Barracks  and 
Club  Toronto.  The  obscenity  charges 
related  to  sex  toys  sold  on  the  two 
premises. 

The  Crown  agreed  to  drop  the  second 
charge  against  Campbell  in  exchange 
for  a  guilty  plea  on  the  first  one.  The 
fine  is  the  highest  in  Canadian  history 
on  such  a  charge,  according  to  the 
Toronto  Star.  Although  the  Attorney 
General  had  moved  to  extradite  Camp- 


Convenience:  Club  Bath  boss  pleads  guilty 

bell  and  Diemer,  notices  had  yet  to  be 
served  on  the  two  Americans  at  the  time 
Campbell  agreed  to  plead  guilty. 

Conspiracy  is  a  sinister  sounding,  all- 
encompassing  and  indictable  offence  — 
maximum  penalty  ten  years.  The  Crown 


claimed  that,  over  a  three-year  period, 
$500,000  had  been  sent  to  the  two 
American  partners  who  are  part  of  the 
Club  Baths  Chain. 

Diemer  is  a  former  director  of  and  a 
shareholder  in  both  Toronto  baths,  and 
is  currently  president  of  the  chain. 
Campbell,  a  founder  of  the  Club  Baths 
Chain,  is  a  director  and  shareholder  of 
Club  Toronto  and  The  Barracks.  The 
Club  Baths  Chain  is  a  trade  association 
offering  member  businesses  shared 
membership  and  clientele  and  coopera- 
tive advertising. 

Campbell  pleaded  guilty  he  says,  be- 
cause "the  issue  was  studied  and  it  was 
felt  we  would  not  have  won  the  battle," 
despite  assurances  to  TBP  last  spring 
that  he  was  appalled  by  the  charges  and 
intended  to  fight  extradition.  He  claims 
that  his  plea  will  not  affect  the  cases  of 
his  co-accused,  and  that  he's  "not 
aware  of  any  political  struggle." 

"The  only  information  I  receive  is 
from  The  Body  Politic,"  he  says  which 
has  lead  him  to  conclude,  from  our 
coverage  of  the  guilty  pleas  by  owners 
of  the  bath  raided  in  Edmonton,  that  he 
can't  expect  to  win  any  popularity  con- 
tests for  his  actions. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee's 
Bob  Gallagher,  at  a  press  conference 
November  23,  denounced  the  Crown's 
strategy  of  bargaining  for  guilty  pleas. 
It  is  "designed  to  prevent  the  facts  from 
seeing  the  light  of  day,  and  to  avoid 
making  their  case  before  the  public,"  he 
said.  He  reaffirmed  the  intention  of  the 
accused  conspirators  and  their  support- 
ers to  fight  the  charges  all  the  way,  and 
called  Campbell's  action  "a  plea  of  con- 
venience." 

George  Hislop  says  Campbell's  be- 
trayal "came  as  a  complete  shock,"  and 
said  Campbell,  who  is  active  with  the 
Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  "is  the 
last  person  I  would  expect  this  from." 
He  declined  to  comment  on  implications 
for  the  continued  business  relationship 
between  Campbell  and  the  others  who 
stil  face  charges. 

Peter  Maloney  felt  he  had  been  "ac- 
tively misled  regarding  Campbell's  in- 
tentions." He  too  insisted  that,  legally, 
the  guilty  plea  would  have  no  bearing 
on  the  cases  of  the  others.  Maloney  also 
told  TBP  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
Diemer  following  Campbell's  example. 

Diemer  appeared  in  a  Toronto  court- 
room December  11  to  set  bail,  thus 
rendering  extradition  proceedings  un- 
necessary. Crown  Attorney  Ian  Mac- 
Donnell  urged  the  judge  to  set  a  large 
sum.  Judge  C  Scullion  set  the  figure  at 
$5,000  —  not  an  unusual  amount  for 
someone  who  lives  outside  the  jurisdic- 
tion —  and  required  him  to  inform  the 
court  of  any  changes  in  his  address. 

The  Torontonians  charged  in  the  case 
—  Hislop,  Maloney,  Stenhouse,  and 
Levy  —  were  all  originally  subject  to 
strict  bail  requirements,  including  the 
condition  that  they  report  to  police 
weekly.  Lawyer  Morris  Manning  ap- 
peared in  court  December  10  on  behalf 
of  Hislop  and  Levy  and  had  all  repor- 
ting conditions  deleted.  Maloney  and 
Stenhouse  had  had  the  same  ar- 
rangements made  earlier. 

The  remaining  accused  conspirators 
are  scheduled  to  appear  at  a  preliminary 
hearing  beginning  March  15. 

Chris  Bearchell 


COPWATCH 


This  month  we  feature  the  continuing 
adventures  of  the  Citizens'  Independent 
Review  of  Police  Activities  —  as  (hey 
try  to  do  just  that.  And  spotlight  the 
case  of  a  Winnipeg  man  who  discovered 
there  is  a  difference  between  police 
review  and  independent  review  —  when 
the  issue  is  criticism  of  police  behaviour. 

Statistics  freaks  will  have  to  wait  until 
next  issue  —  figures  on  the  disposition 
by  the  police  complaints  bureau  of  citi- 
zen complaints  were  not  available  at 
press  time. 

If  you  've  got  a  story  for  COPWA  TCH 
(and  we're  looking  for  positive  ones 
too),  give  Gerald  Hannon  a  call  at 
977-6320. 

No  brutality,  say  police 
to  charges  from  CIRPA 

Police  have  completed  the  early  stages 
of  an  investigation  into  allegations  of 
assault  and  torture  —  and  the  investiga- 
tors have  found  no  evidence  to  justify 
criminal  charges  against  any  officers. 

Staff  Superintendent  John  Reid  made 
the  announcement  December  10,  after 
he  and  two  other  senior  officers  had 
completed  investigations  into  five  of  16 
complaints  of  assault  by  police  while 
suspects  were  under  interrogation.  The 
complaints  had  been  brought  before  the 
police  commission  October  22  by  the 
Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities  (CIRPA),  who  supplied  the 
commission  with  signed  statements 
from  individuals  complaining  of  abuse 
and  assault. 

Although  each  complainant  stated 
specifically  that  he  or  she  did  not  want 
the  matter  investigated  by  a  police  offi- 
cer, the  commission  put  Reid  and  two 
other  officers  in  charge.  Predictably, 
they  encountered  difficulties  in  getting 
interviews  or  cooperation  from  most  of 
the  complainants  —  frequently,  accor- 
ding to  CIRPA  chairman  Mark  Wain- 
berg,  because  the  individuals  "feared 
reprisals  by  way  of  public  mischief 
charges." 

Reid's  team  is  also  investigating  four 
of  13  allegations  by  a  group  of  seven 
criminal  lawyers  that  members  of  the 
hold-up  squad  routinely  use  torture  to 
extract  confessions  from  suspects.  Reid 
also  claims  to  have  been  hindered  in 
these  investigations  by  lack  of  coopera- 
tion from  accusers  and  their  lawyers. 

Reid's  report  will  now  go  to  Super- 
intendent William  Dickson  of  the  police 
complaints  bureau  before  ending  up  on 
the  desk  of  Sydney  Linden,  the  recently 
appointed  civilian  complaints  commis- 
sioner. Linden  is  hampered  at  present 
by  the  fact  that  the  government  bill  cre- 
ating his  position  has  not  yet  been  pro- 
claimed. That  formal  hurdle  should 
soon  be  passed.  At  that  point,  Linden 
could  accept  Reid's  report,  investigate  it 
further,  or  order  a  public  inquiry. 

Reid  has  been  quoted  as  saying  that, 
if  Linden  orders  such  an  inquiry,  "I 
would  have  no  problems  with  that." 

CIRPA  has  been  calling  for  a  full  pub- 
lic inquiry  since  October  22.  In  a 
December  8  letter  to  police  commission 
chairman  Phil  Givens,  Mark  Wainberg 
notes  that  "it  is  almost  fifty  days  since 
these  matters  were  brought  to  your 


attention.  Your  continued  refusal  to 
cooperate  in  arranging  a  public  inquiry 
is  undoubtedly  having  the  effect  of 
stale-dating  some  of  these  complaints." 

"We  once  again  urge  you  to  request 
the  Attorney  General  to  call  a  proper 
public  inquiry." 

When  questioned  in  the  legislature 
December  1  as  to  whether  such  an  in- 
quiry would  be  forthcoming,  Attorney 
General  Roy  McMurtry  replied  "it  is 
rather  premature  to  suggest  that  a  pub- 
lic inquiry  would  be  in  anybody's  inter- 
est." 

Winnipeg  man  is  vindicated 

Although  the  COPWATCH  beat  usually 
covers  only  the  Toronto  police  and 
police  commission,  a  recent  Winnipeg 
case  is  worth  noting  for  the  light  it  casts 
on  the  whole  issue  of  independent 
review  of  allegations  of  police  miscon- 
duct. 

A  Winnipeg  man  called  David  Organ 
was  recently  awarded  $3,000  by  a  coun- 
ty court  judge  who  ruled  that  a  police 
officer  had  used  excessive  force  when  he 
shot  Organ  during  a  dispute  in  Decem- 
ber 1978. 

Organ  had  to  fight  his  three-year  bat- 
tle because,  according  to  his  lawyer 
Norm  Cuddy,  a  board  of  inquiry  consis- 
ting of  police  officers  had  heard  the 
same  evidence  from  the  same  people 
only  a  week  after  the  shooting  —  and 
concluded  the  officer  was  justified  in 
using  his  revolver. 

Cuddy  called  the  police  investigation 
a  "whitewash"  and  a  "rubber-stamp- 
ing," and  said  the  case  makes  a  good 
argument  for  changing  the  way  police 
investigate  themselves.  Organ  said  the 
police  had  gone  so  far  as  to  be  uncoop- 
erative in  providing  documents  he  need- 
ed for  his  defence,  and  also  criticized 
the  internal  investigation  which  had 
cleared  the  officer  of  any  wrongdoing. 

Organ  spent  two  months  in  jail  in 
1979  for  assaulting  the  officer,  and  has 
spent  more  than  $25,000  in  legal  fees. 


Dialogue  with  the  police? 

Toronto  Gay  Community  Council 
announces  an  open  discussion  of 
Council  policy  on  gay /police  rela- 
tions and  implementation  of  the 
Bruner  Report  recommendations. 
Sat,  Jan  16,  3  pm,  519  Church  St. 


I've  got  a  secret 

Metro  Police  Commission  chairman 
Phil  Givens  refused  November  18  to  au- 
thorize a  statistical  analysis  of  the  force 
to  determine  whether  minority  groups 
are  fairly  represented  among  police  offi- 
cers. 

Responding  to  an  inquiry  from  a  City 
of  Toronto  subcommittee  chaired  by 
Alderman  Gordon  Chong,  Givens  said 
"such  a  request  appears  to  be  a  retro- 
grade step  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
thrust  in  employment  statistics  is  to  get 
away  from  race,  colour  and  creed." 
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Guilty:  A  provincial  court  judge  found  Dave  Davies  (right)  and  co-owner  George  Pratt  (not 
shown)  guilty  December  1 7  of  four  counts  of  overcrowding  at  18  East  bar.  The  men  were 
fined  $2, 300.  One  charge  was  withdrawn,  and  three  more  were  adjourned  to  April  16. 


"About  as  rational,"  the  Globe  and 
Mail  editorialized,  "as  the  refusal  of  a 
doctor  to  examine  an  X-ray  on  the 
grounds  that  it  would  be  an  invasion  of 
the  patient's  right  to  privacy." 

Suits  bring  counter-suits 

Anyone  losing  a  case  involving  a  crim- 
inal charge  against  a  police  officer  may 
well  face  charges  him  or  herself  —  of 
laying  a  malicious  complaint. 

The  policy  of  laying  such  charges 
against  citizens  received  some  notice 
recently  when  the  Metro  Toronto  legal 
department  lost  its  first  case. 

Jane  Egan,  a  department  lawyer  who 
handles  many  such  cases,  said  the 
department  began  laying  malicious 
prosecution  charges  in  1976,  and  had 
won  every  case  it  fought  until  losing  one 
December  9  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ontario. 

She  said  the  department  had  sued  30 
to  40  people,  and  "we  have  been  getting 
in  court  between  $4,000  and  $8,000  for 
each  officer." 

The  policy  of  proceeding  with  such 
prosecutions  was  devised  "for  the  pub- 
licity value  that...  would  serve  as  a 


deterrent  to  persons  contemplating 
bringing  frivolous  and  unjustified 
criminal  charges  against  policemen," 
according  to  Metro  corporation  counsel 
R  M  Parker. 

Killer  at  large,  police  need  help 

Metro  Toronto  Police  Homicide  Squad 
so  far  have  drawn  a  blank  in  their  in- 
vestigation of  the  stabbing  murder  of 
John  Henry  Martin. 

A  roommate  found  the  unemployed 
hairdresser  stabbed  to  death  in  his 
apartment  at  550  Jarvis  St  in  the  early 
morning  hours  of  Monday,  Nov  16. 

Martin  was  last  seen  leaving  Boots  at 
the  Selby  bar  in  the  company  of  another 
man  around  10:30  pm,  Sunday,  Nov  15. 

"We're  running  into  a  lot  of  prob- 
lems with  gay  people  who  just  won't 
come  forward,"  Staff  Sgt  Robert 
Strathdee  told  TBP.  He  said  Homicide 
had  interviewed  a  number  of  people  and 
received  several  anonymous  tips,  but 
they  led  nowhere. 

"Someone  out  there  knows  what  hap- 
pened and  we  need  that  information," 
said  Sgt  Strathdee. 

Anyone  with  leads  should  contact  the 
Homicide  Squad  at  967-2375.  Or  call 
TBP's  News  Department  at  977-6320 
and  we'll  pass  the  information  along. □ 
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IN  THE  COURTS 


Jury  acquits  gay  OPP  officer  of 
charge  of  indecent  assault 


ST  CATHARINES  —  A  County  Court 
jury  here  acquitted  Paul  Head  Decem- 
ber 9  of  a  charge  of  indecent  assault  on 
a  male  —  and  closed  another  chapter  in 
the  continuing  saga  of  the  openly  gay 
former  Ontario  Provincial  Police  officer 
from  St  Catharines  who  has  been 
fighting  since  March  1978  to  get  his  job 
back. 

The  jury  of  seven  men  and  five 
women  deliberated  for  only  two  hours 
before  acquitting  Head.  The  two-day 
trial  was  heard  before  His  Honour 
Judge  F  J  Kovacs. 

The  indecent  assault  charge  against 
Head  appeared  to  be  an  OPP  ploy  to 
further  discredit  him,  and  to  justify  his 
continued  exclusion  from  the  force.  The 
charge  was  laid  April  29,  1980,  about  a 
month  after  Division  Court  had  ordered 
him  reinstated  because  his  resignation 
had  been  "extracted  by  pressure." 

(Head  says  he  was  forced  to  resign 
from  his  position  as  constable  with  the 
OPP  after  a  four-hour,  late-night  police 
interrogation.  Head  had  been  charged 
with  gross  indecency  because  he  had  a 
14-year-old  lover  at  the  time.  That 
charge  was  dropped  after  he  pleaded 
guilty  to  contributing  to  juvenile  delin- 
quency. He  was  given  a  suspended  sen- 
tence.) 

Head's  lawyer  Paul  Osier  was  able  to 
show  in  court  that  it  was  the  police,  not 
the  complainant,  who  leaped  at  the 
opportunity  to  charge  Head  again  — 
this  time  with  indecent  assault.  Wayne 
Riddell,  24,  admitted  that  he  hadn't 
wanted  to  press  charges,  that  he  wanted 
"only  to  forget  about  it."  Police, 
however,  laid  the  charge  unilaterally. 

The  charge  claimed  that  Head  had 
massaged  Riddell's  shoulders,  ran  his 
hand  on  the  outside  of  his  thigh  and 
brushed  his  hand  over  his  crotch  area. 

The  matter  came  to  police  attention 
through  sheer  coincidence. 

Riddell  and  friend  Brad  Weatherly, 
who  had  also  been  at  a  party  at  which 
the  assault  was  supposed  to  have  taken 
place,  were  returning  to  their  home  in 
Mount  Hope  when  they  were  stopped 
by  an  OPP  officer.  Driver  Weatherly 
was  asked  to  take  a  breathalyzer  test, 
and  Riddell  said,  "OK,  you  bastard,  I 
was  assaulted  by  one  of  your  OPP  offi- 
cers last  night."  He  then  described  to 
OPP  constable  Thomas  Wainman  what 
he  was  to  allege  Head  had  done.  Two 
weeks  would  pass,  however,  before 
Head  was  charged. 

Riddell  admitted  during  the  trial  that 
he  told  the  story  in  hopes  that  the  likely 
charge  of  impaired  driving  would  not  be 
laid. 

Crown  witnesses  who  had  been  at  the 
party  gave  differing  versions  of  the  kind 
of  touching  that  was  supposed  to  have 
taken  place. 

The  acquittal  clears  away  one  worry 


^ 


Jf 


lional  con- 


for  Paul  Head,  who  has  decided  to  go 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  to  ap- 
peal a  stop  court  order  overturning  a 
Divisional  Court  order  that  he  be  rein- 
stated to  his  job. 

The  Ontario  Court  of  appeal  ruled 
October  14  that  the  Divisional  Court 
was  wrong  in  concluding  that  Head's 
resignation  had  been  forced.  Mr  Justice 
Thomas  Zuber  said  Head  was  "a  ma- 
ture and  experienced  police  officer," 
and  had  not  demonstrated  that  "he  was 
subjected  to  such  duress  and  coercion 
that  his  resignation  was  not  truly  volun- 
tary." 

No  date  has  been  set  for  the  Supreme 
Court  hearing. 

Head  is  asking  for  back  pay  of  more 
than  $100,000.  He  is  presently  without 
work  and  looking  for  a  job. 

Gerald  HannonD 

Appeal  court  revives 
indecent  assault  law 

WINNIPEG  —  The  Manitoba  Court  of 
Appeal  has  rejected  a  provincial  court 
judge's  ruling  that  the  indecent  assault 
section  of  the  Criminal  Code  (section 
1 56)  is  inoperative  because  it  contra- 
venes the  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights. 

The  appeal  court  was  ruling  on  Judge 
Scott  Wright's  decision  in  the  case  of  a 
Winnipeg  man  charged  with  six  counts 
of  indecent  assault  on  a  male  (TBP, 
December).  Michael  Skremetka,  lawyer 
for  the  accused,  had  argued  that  section 
156  discriminated  on  the  basis  of  sex 
because  it  dealt  only  with  assaults  by 
males,  and  because  it  provided  a  higher 
penalty  for  assault  against  men  than 
against  women.  The  Crown  appealed 
Judge  Wright's  decision. 

The  appeal  court  ruled  November  25 
that  Parliament  was  passing  judgment 
on  homosexual  and  heterosexual  beha- 
viour rather  than  discriminating  against 
men  or  women.  For  this  reason,  the 
court  said,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the 
Bill  of  Rights  that  a  male's  indecent 
assault  on  another  male  should  carry  a 
maximum  10-year  term,  while  a  man 
charged  in  a  heterosexual  assault  case 
would  receive  only  five  years. 

If  this  is  true,  Parliament  has  clearly 
overlooked  lesbians,  since  an  indecent 
assault  by  a  woman  against  another 
woman  would  merit  only  a  five-year 
term,  according  to  the  Criminal  Code. 

While  the  appeal  was  in  progress,  the 
provincial  Attorney  General's  office 
had  temporarily  stopped  laying  charges 
under  the  section.  The  judgment  in  an 
indecent  assault  case  involving  another 
man,  Ray  Troughton,  had  been  post- 
poned until  the  appeal  court  decision. 
Troughton  has  since  been  found  guilty, 
but  has  not  yet  been  sentenced. 

Lawyer  Skremetka  said  he  will  apply 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  for 
leave  to  appeal  the  case. 

Robert  Trow  □ 
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Class  reunion:  Sergeant  Mike  Jennings,  leader  of  the  police  porn  squad  raid  on  tbp  in 
1977,  revisited  the  office  November  24  to  issue  summonses  to  Pink  Triangle  Press  officers 
Ed  Jackson  (left),  Ken  Popert  (right)  and  Gerald  Hannon  (not  shown).  The  three  are  to  ap- 
pear in  Provincial  Court  December  21  to  set  a  date  for  a  new  trial  on  indecency  and  im- 
morality charges  arising  from  the  article  '  'Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men, ' '  published  in 
issue  39.  After  four  years,  an  acquittal,  a  successful  appeal  by  the  Crown  and  two  unsuc- 
cessful bids  to  have  the  retrial  order  quashed,  tbp's  collective,  friends  and  supporters  are 
bracing  themselves  for  another  defence  of  the  magazine's  right  to  discuss  the  controversial 
topic  of  man/boy  love  in  its  pages. 


RELIGION 


Church  council  votes 
admission  to  MCC 

TORONTO  —  The  Bloor-Spadina  In- 
ner City  Church  Council  agreed  Novem- 
ber 19  to  admit  the  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church  (MCC)  to  its  ranks. 

Eight  of  the  nine  Protestant  churches 
in  this  downtown  Toronto  neighbour- 
hood voted  in  favour  of  MCC's  admis- 
sion to  the  council.  Only  the  Baptists 
voted  against  it. 

MCC  pastor  Rev  Brent  Hawkes  told 
TBP  that  this  official  membership  comes 
after  a  year  of  informal  involvement 
with  the  council. 

Hawkes  has  been  asked  to  chair  the 
Week  of  Christian  Unity  for  the  Bloor- 
Spadina  area  churches  in  January  of 
1982.  "This  will  give  me  an  opportunity 
to  minister  to  the  mainline  churches  — 
a  benefit  for  us  and  a  benefit  to  them," 
Hawkes  explained.  □ 

OK  to  ordain  gays, 
church  group  says 

TORONTO  —  The  largest  regional  divi- 
sion of  Canada's  largest  Protestant 
church  has  moved  a  step  closer  to  ad- 
mitting openly  gay  and  lesbian  candi- 
dates to  its  ministry. 

The  Ministry,  Personnel  and  Educa- 
tion committee  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada's  Toronto  Conference  proposed 
in  early  November  that  "sexual  orienta- 
tion should  not  be  a  criterion  for  or 
against  the  admission  of  a  candidate  to 
the  ministry." 

Rev  Robert  Smith,  president  of  the 
conference,  told  TBP  that  this  resolu- 
tion will  have  to  be  approved  by  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  whole  conference  in 
late  spring  before  becoming  official 
policy.  Even  then,  the  ruling  would  ap- 
ply only  to  ordinations  in  the  south  cen- 
tral region  of  Ontario. 


Smith  added  that  the  United  Church 
does  not  now  formally  prohibit  the  or- 
dination of  lesbians  or  gay  men,  but 
many  conferences  would  have  difficulty 
accepting  them,  especially  ones  who 
were  open  about  their  sexuality. 

A  controversial  United  Church  report 
on  human  sexuality,  currently  being 
studied  at  local  levels  prior  to  debate  at 
the  church's  1984  General  Council, 
states  that  "there  is  no  reason  in  princi- 
ple why  mature,  self-accepting  homo- 
sexuals, any  more  than  heterosexuals, 
should  not  be  ordained  or  commis- 
sioned." 

Rev  Smith  preached  on  "The  Church 
and  the  Homosexual"  to  his  November 
15  Sunday  morning  congregation  at 
Eglinton  United  Church  in  downtown 
Toronto.  Advance  publicity  of  the  ser- 
mon topic,  including  negative  com- 
ments in  the  Toronto  Sun,  brought  anti- 
gay  crusader  Stew  Newton,  founder  of 
Positive  Parents  of  Ontario,  to  the 
church  door  where  he  handed  out  leaf- 
lets similar  to  those  he  has  used  to 
defame  candidates  in  recent  municipal 
elections.  Newton  was  joined  by  John 
Curtin,  who  ran  unsuccessfully  against 
former  mayor  John  Sewell  in  the  recent 
Ward  6  aldermanic  by-election. 

Both  Newton  and  Curtin  attended  the 
service  and  responded  to  Smith's  invita- 
tion to  participate  with  other  worship- 
pers in  a  "talk-back"  after  the  sermon. 

Smith  warned  the  congregation  that 
biblical  injunctions  against  homosexual- 
ity have  to  be  interpreted  historically, 
just  as  do  rules  prohibiting  "eating 
pork,  intercourse  during  menstruation 
and  misusing  incense."  He  pointed  out 
that  gays  do  not  choose  their  sexual  ori- 
entation and  that  "our  stereotypical 
views  of  gay  persons  and  gay  lifestyles 
are  inaccurate  and  unfair." 

Ontario's  Attorney  General,  Roy 
McMurtry,  is  a  member  of  Eglinton 
United  Church  but  was  not  present  at 
the  service. 

Roger  Spalding 
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ACROSS  CANADA 


Secretary  of  State  kills 
gay  education  project 

WINNIPEG  —  The  federal  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  turned  down 
a  grant  proposal  for  a  public  education 
project  submitted  by  Gays  For  Equality 
(GFE),  even  though  the  project  had 
been  approved  at  lower  levels  of  the 
department. 

Project  Understanding  was  originally 
approved  by  the  local  branch  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  in  January  1981,  and 
$4,500  set  aside  for  it  pending  approval 
at  the  national  level.  The  project  was 
designed  to  fund  a  number  of  educa- 
tional activities,  including  GFE's  local 
cable  TV  programme,  a  media- 
awareness  project  aimed  at  newscasters, 
a  literature  packet  for  high-school 
guidance  projects,  and  another  package 
for  nursing  and  health-care  instructors. 
Several  letters  of  support  from  social 
service  agencies  attested  to  the  worth- 
while nature  of  the  project. 

In  May,  the  department's  regional 
review  committee  agreed  to  the  pro- 
posal. However,  GFE  was  officially  in- 
formed in  September  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  would  not  approve  the  project 
because  funds  weren't  available.  GFE 
spokesperson  Chris  Vogel  says  sources 
in  Ottawa  told  him  that  the  project  had 
been  vetoed  by  an  anti-gay  officer  in  the 
federal  office. 

Vogel  said  sources  inside  the  depart- 
ment have  indicated  that  the  federal  of- 
fice has  an  unofficial  policy  of  refusing 
grants  to  gay  organizations  because  gays 
are  not  covered  by  federal  human  rights 
legislation.  Apparently,  the  department 
is  reluctant  to  fund  gay-related  projects 
under  its  human  rights  programmes  for 
fear  of  incurring  public  criticism. 

Nancy  Lawand,  Director  of  Women's 
Programmes  for  the  Secretary  of  State's 
Department,  told  TOP  that  "there  has 
been  discussion  within  the  department 
on  the  gay  issue,  but  we  don't  have  any- 
thing developed  officially." 

She  said  there  was  no  programme 
which  would  fund  gay  projects  per  se, 
and  could  remember  only  two  occasions 
when  gay  groups  had  received  funds 
under  the  human  rights  programme. 

Andre  Lefort  of  the  Human  Rights 
Directorate  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
said  in  an  interview  that  "in  the  years  I 
was  doing  grants  there  was  no  policy 
that  we  were  to  ignore  requests  from 
gay  groups."  He  added  that,  over  the 
years,  there  had  been  "a  number"  of 
requests  from  such  organizations,  but 
"I  can't  remember  there  were  many  ap- 
proved. There  might  have  been  one." 

Vogel  says  GFE  will  resubmit  the  pro- 
ject next  summer,  under  a  different 
name  and  for  a  smaller  amount. 

Robert  Trow  D 

Archives  wins  charity  battle 

TORONTO  —  The  list  of  registered 
Canadian  charities  now  includes  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  winners  of  a 
20-month  battle  with  Revenue  Canada 
for  tax-exempt  status  as  a  registered 
charity.  Granted  November  18  on  ap- 
peal of  an  earlier  rejection,  the  status  is 
retroactive  to  April  1. 

Founded  in  1973,  the  Archives  first 
sought  charitable  status  last  year,  in  an- 
ticipation of  a  fundraising  drive. 

Revenue  Canada  refused  the  applica- 
tion in  August,  describing  the  Archives 
as  an  organization  "formed  by  a  group 
of  individuals  primarily  for  the  promo- 
tion, advocacy,  or  performance  of  a 
purpose  peculiar  to  them."  The  Ar- 


chives appealed  the  decision,  offering 
letters  of  support  from  journalists, 
government  departments  and  academ- 
ics, establishing  the  benefit  of  the  col- 
lection to  the  entire  community. 

Archives  spokesperson  James  Fraser 
announced  that  a  major  fundraising 
campaign  will  be  launched  as  the  result 
of  the  registration. 

The  Canadian  Gay  Archives  is  loca- 
ted at  24  Duncan  Street  in  Toronto.  The 
collection,  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  best 
anywhere,  includes  everything  from 
books  and  periodicals  to  buttons  and 
matchbooks. 

Donations  and  queries  can  be  direc- 
ted to  CGA,  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
ON  M5W  1G2. 

Craig  Patterson  □ 

Bright  future  for  Ottawa  group 

OTTAWA  —  A  good  turnout,  a  sense 
of  community  and  common  purpose 
and  the  equal  participation  of  women 
and  men  were  the  main  features  of  the 
November  28  Gays  of  Ottawa  (GO) 
general  meeting.  The  heady  seven-hour 
session  drew  upwards  of  65  people,  and 
one  GO  veteran  commented,  "We  took 
some  new,  and  I  hope  some  bold,  direc- 
tions and  decisions." 

Last  year's  annual  meeting  elected  an 
all-male  board  of  directors.  This  year 
the  board  has  equal  numbers  of  men 
and  women.  Roger  Galipeau  was  elected 
to  a  second  term  as  president,  Jean 
Lamoureaux,  Lloyd  Plunket,  Peter 
Demski  and  Sandy  Ginnish  were  all  re- 
elected. New  members  are  vice-presi- 
dent Linda  Wilson,  Isabelle  Martin, 
Mary  Scanlon,  Judy  Girrard  and  Bob 
Read. 

Lesbian  participation  in  GO  began  to 
pick  up  18  months  ago  when  three 
women  began  a  Thursday  night  lesbian 
drop-in.  There  are  now  about  55  women 
in  the  group  and  they  also  organize  the 
Saturday  night  lesbian  pubs  at  the  GO 
Centre  at  175  Lisgar. 

"We  show  about  a  $300  deficit  on 
paper,"  Kevin  Orr  said,  "but  in  reality 
we're  more  than  breaking  even."  Last 
year's  budget  was  $1 1,000;  this  year's  is 
$16,000.  An  application  for  a  grant  to 
hire  a  full-time  volunteer  coordinator  is 
now  before  Ottawa  City  Council's 
Social  Planning  and  Development  Com- 
mittee. The  fate  of  the  application 
won't  be  known  for  some  months,  but  a 
confident  Gays  of  Ottawa  is  already 
taking  steps  to  be  able  to  finance  the 
position  itself.  D 

Canadian  film  features  raid 

HALIFAX  —  A  Canadian  film  current- 
ly being  made  in  Halifax  features  a  raid 
on  a  gay  bar  by  a  gang  of  thugs  —  but 
the  Turret,  the  city's  gay  community 
centre,  turned  down  the  film  company's 
request  to  shoot  the  scene  on  its 
premises. 

The  Turret  executive  cited  "excessive 
violence"  in  the  film  as  the  reason  for 
the  refusal.  One  of  the  bar  patrons  is 
apparently  killed  during  the  raid. 

A  representative  of  Surfacing  Films 
told  the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality's 
Emerald  Gibson  that  "we  don't  want  to 
offend  anyone  in  this  film.  It's  not 
meant  to  be  anti-gay  or  pro-gay.  It's 
meant  to  be  anti-fascist." 

Entitled  Siege  and  directed  by 
Michael  Donovan,  the  film  is  loosely 
based  on  events  during  the  Halifax 
police  strike  in  the  summer  of  1981.  It 
will  be  distributed  by  an  American  com- 
pany, and  may  not  be  released  in 
Canada  for  some  time.D 


WHAT'S 
CGRO? 


The  Coalition  for  Cay  Rights  in 
Ontario  (CGRO)  is  several  hun- 
dred women  and  men  and  more 
than  30  gay  organizations  across 
Ontario  who  have: 

»^met  with  politicians  to  fight  for 
gay   equality    in   jobs,    housing, 
health    care,    education,    public 
and  social  services 
(^created  a  voice  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  across  the  province 
^established  a  permanent  office 
in  Toronto  with  full-time  staff 
(^produced    and    distributed 
thousands   of  pieces  of  educa- 
tional material 

i^sent  a  grassroots  organizer  all 
over  Ontario  to  help  gay  people 
get  organized  to  build  a  new 
future  for  ourselves 

And  with  your  support,  we'll  carry 
on  this  work. 

Much  of  what  CGRO  accomplish- 
ed last  year  happened  because 
we  could  pay  someone  to  work 
full  time  for  gay  rights.  This  year, 
the  Gay  Community  Appeal  of 
Toronto  is  raising  money  to  pay 
half  of  our  staff-person's  salary. 
Now  we  have  to  count  on  dues 
from  new  and  renewing  members 
to  raise  the  additional  $6,000  we 
need.  And  we  need  most  of  that 
money  by  March  1. 

For  just  $10  you  can  keep  in 
touch.  And  help  us  carry  on.  Join 
CGRO  today! 


/  want  to  help  strengthen  our  community. 

HEnrol  me  as  a  member  of  CGRO  ($10) 

[JRenew  my  CGRO  membership  ($10) 
Make  cheques  payable  to  CGRO 

D  Charge  my  □  Visa    □  Master  charge 

Card    no. 

Expiry 
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UNDER  THE  LAW? 
NEED  HELP  COPING? 


The  Right  To  Privacy  Committee 
Support  Group  offers  peer  support  for 
people  who've  run  up  against  the  law 
because  they're  gay. 

Toronto  961-6033 


The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
Box  822.  Station  A.  Toronto  M5W  1G3 


WANTED:  a  calm,  special  place  where  my  friend 
and  I  can  eat  together  quietly,  joyously.  We're  tired 
of  glitter,  noise  and  the  tensions  they  create;  we're 
bored  by  snotty  maitre  d's  and  hustling  waiters  who 
flirt  rather  than  serve  us  well;  we  object  to  gim- 
micky menus  full  of  chemicaled  food  and  trendy, 
tasteless  entrees.  We're  fed  up  with  overpaying  ind 
being  underfed.  We  want  a  place  that  has  a  bit  of 
human  dignity.  WHERE  CAN  WE  GO? 

Major  Robert's  Restaurant 

124  Harbord  St,  Toronto 

We  re  a  bit  biased,  but  we  think  we  're  calm. 

gentle,  joyous,  subtle,  quietly  elegant  and 

relaxing.  Our  slowly  changing  menus  have  no 

gimmicks  or  hidden  ruses.  Our  tood  is  Iresh  as 

fresh  can  be.  contains  no  chemicals,  powders 

or  ersatz  mixes,  our  cooked-to-order  meals 

appeal  to  sight,  smell  and  personal  taste. 

Vbu'//  get  your  money's  worth:  we'll  till  you  up 

Call  968-  7000  tor  reservations   Try  asking  for 

Table  12  (Lunch  Monday-Friday.  12-3;  Dinner 

7  days  a  week  from  5  30  p  m  ) 
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POLICE 


City  Council  urges  police  chief 
to  recognize  gays  as  legitimate 


TORONTO  —  Two  "good  faith"  rec- 
ommendations from  the  Bruner  Report 
on  Police /Gay  Community  Relations 
have  survived  passage  through  City 
Council  and  will  form  the  basis  for  a 
public  policy  statement  on  the  legiti- 
macy of  the  gay  community  to  be  issued 
by  police  chief  Jack  Ackroyd  some  time 
in  January. 

A  Gay  Community  Council  delega- 
tion met  with  Ackroyd  December  1 1  to 
discuss  specific  problems  with  wording 
the  upcoming  statement,  and  Ward  6 
alderman  Gordon  Chong,  who  has  been 
acting  as  a  liaison  between  the  gay  com- 
munity and  the  police,  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Police  the  previous  day  to  sound  out 
their  reaction  to  the  City  Council  pro- 
posals. 

The  only  remaining  hurdle  appears  to 
be  getting  all  of  the  police  commission- 
ers to  agree  to  the  wording  that  has 
evolved  over  the  last  two  months.  Only 
Metro  chairman  Paul  Godfrey,  Etobi- 
coke  mayor  Dennis  Flynn  and  Chief 
Ackroyd  were  familiar  with  the  recom- 
mendations. "I've  appeared  before  the 
commission,"  Alderman  Chong  said, 
"and  I'm  hopeful  that  the  general  spirit 
and  intent  of  the  recommendations  will 
get  through." 

Although  Ackroyd  was  not  able  to 
make  any  definite  commitments  at  the 
meeting  with  gay  representatives,  he 
reported  that  an  assistant  from  the  plan- 
ning department  has  been  researching 
various  departmental  standing  orders 
and  declarations  of  intent  which 
touched  on  the  subject.  "I  have  no 
problem  with  issuing  such  a  statement," 
he  told  TBP,  but  he  said  he  needed  the 
authorization  of  the  commission  and 
agreement  of  a  city  council  committee 
before  proceeding. 

The  gay  community  representatives 
who  met  with  Chief  Ackroyd  included 
MCC's  Brent  Hawkes,  Bob  Gallagher 
from  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee, 
Lambda  Business  Council  president 
John  Higgins  and  Tom  Warner  of  the 
Association  of  Gay  Electors.  "I  was 
pleased  with  the  meeting,"  said  Hawkes 
afterwards.  "We're  heading  in  the  right 
direction." 

The  recommendations  from  the  orig- 
inal Bruner  Report  have  undergone  sev- 
eral alterations  since  they  were  first 
made  public  September  24.  The  Neigh- 
bourhoods Committee,  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  City  Council,  made  the  first 
changes  when  it  requested  that  only  two 
recommendations  be  acted  on  by  the 
police  as  an  indication  of  good  faith 
before  the  rest  of  the  report  would  be 
considered. 

These  recommendations  then  went 
November  19  to  City  Council,  which 
voted  20-2  to  accept  a  compromise  reso- 
lution offered  by  Ward  6  alderman  Gor- 
don Chong.  Chong,  who  had  taken  the 
initiative  in  arranging  exploratory  meet- 
ings between  representatives  of  the  Gay 


Community  Council  and  Metro  chair- 
man Paul  Godfrey  and  police  chief 
Jack  Ackroyd,  had  checked  with  indiv- 
iduals on  both  sides  before  proposing 
his  changes  in  wording.  It  was  his  assur- 
ance that  the  police  would  accept  these 
proposals  which  carried  the  day. 

The  first  resolution  called  on  the 
police  chief  to  make  a  public  statement 
to  the  police  department  to  clarify  that 
the  "gay  community  is  not  to  be  singled 
out  for  special  attention"  and  "consti- 
tutes a  legitimate  community  within 
Toronto  which  is  entitled  to  the  same 
rights  as  other  minority  communities 
and  whose  individual  members  are  enti- 
tled to  the  same  respect,  service  and 
protection  as  all  law-abiding  citizens."  - 
The  resolution  also  asked  for  a  clear 
policy  statement  on  non-discrimination 
in  hiring  and  promotion. 

The  second  resolution,  modified  by 
Chong  from  an  original  motion  for- 
warded from  the  Neighbourhoods  Com- 
mittee, called  for  "a  gay  awareness  pro- 
gramme to  be  established  and  incorpor- 
ated into  a  general  Community  Aware- 
ness Programme"  which  would  "sensi- 
tize and  maintain  the  sensitivity  of 
members  of  the  Metro  Toronto  Police 
Force  and  its  recruits  to  the  various 
minority  groups  which  make  up  Metro 
Toronto." 

The  City  Council  debate  over  the 
Bruner  Report  recommendations  repre- 
sented a  significant  defeat  for  Mayor 
Art  Eggleton,  who  tried  to  remove  all 
references  to  "legitimate  community" 
and  replace  the  original  motions  with 
vague  calls  for  a  Minority  Rights  State- 
ment and  a  Minority  Awareness  Pro- 
gramme. His  reasoning:  "To  any  resolu- 


YOUTH  SERVICES 


<•* 


Getting  people  together:  Alderman  Gordon  Chong  proposed  compromise  to  City  Council 


tion  that  smacks  of  special  status,  I  say 
no,  clearly  no." 

(A  confidential  survey  of  voter  atti- 
tudes toward  the  mayor  was  recently 
leaked  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  and,  ac- 
cording to  reporter  Ross  Laver,  "of  the 
31  percent  of  the  sample  who  felt  that 
Eggleton  was  doing  a  better  job  as 
mayor  than  his  predecessor,  John 
Sewell,  the  largest  single  group  gave  as 
their  reason  the  fact  that  they  disliked 
Mr  Sewell's  support  for  homosexuals.") 

John  Sewell,  now  Ward  6  alderman, 
pressed  Eggleton  to  explain  his  watered- 
down  motion.  "Do  you  think  the  police 
have  a  particular  problem  with  the  gay 
community?"  he  asked. 

"Every  community  has  some  mem- 
bers who  are  law-abiding  and  those  who 
aren't,"  Eggleton  replied.  "I  don't 
believe  the  police  department  has  perse- 
cuted the  gay  community.  I  don't 
believe  the  gay  community  has  been  put 
down  by  the  police." 

"You're  dealing  with  a  group  of 
people  who  don't  have  rights,"  said 
Sewell,  "and  the  way  to  ensure  fair 
treatment  is  to  say  clearly  that  you  don't 
treat  the  gay  community  any  different- 
ly." He  added,  "I  don't  understand 
why  people  want  to  welch  on  that. 


That's  not  asking  for  special  status, 
that's  saying:  treat  'em  the  same." 

Both  the  left  and  right  wing  of  coun- 
cil deserted  Mayor  Eggleton  on  his  mo- 
tion. "The  mayor's  recommendations 
are  not  addressing  the  problem,"  said 
Chong,  "they're  skirting  the  issue." 
Ward  9  NDP  alderman  Pat  Sheppard 
said,  "I  really  regret  the  mayor's 
speech.  I  don't  know  where  it's  coming 
from.  The  mayor  has  lost  touch  with 
what's  going  on  outside  this  building." 

Conservative  aldermen  like  Ying 
Hope  and  Joe  Piccininni  also  rejected 
the  mayor's  motion.  "I  have  to  com- 
mend Gord  Chong,"  said  Piccininni. 
"He  did  a  lot  of  work  and  got  people 
together.  I  may  lose  the  friendship  of 
the  mayor  forever,  but  Chong  has  to  be 
supported." 

Only  two  members  of  council  consis- 
tently opposed  the  final  two-part  mo- 
tion :1vIayor  Eggleton  and  Ward  4  alder- 
man Tony  O'Donohue. 

The  police  commission  will  be  dealing 
with  the  Bruner  recommendations  at  its 
first  meeting  in  the  new  year,  slated  for 
January  14.  The  Neighbourhoods  Com- 
mittee will  consider  the  rest  of  the 
report  January  12. 

Ed  Jackson  □ 


Kids  left  out  in  cold  as  the  battle  heals  up 


TORONTO  —  "I  want  to  contact  boys 
who  have  had  problems  with  male 
wards  assigned  by  the  Metropolitan 
Children's  Aid  Society.  Contact  Stew 
Newton,  Chairman  of  Positive  Parents. 
484-1281." 

Whether  or  not  it  was  this  Toronto 
Star  classified  ad  which  brought  the 
case  to  the  attention  of  that  ubiquitous 
anti-gay  group  Positive  Parents, 
Newton  revealed  his  first  "victim"  at  a 
November  27  press  conference.  He  pro- 
duced a  married  couple  who  said  that 
their  son  had  been  enticed  away  from 
home  by  telephone  conversations  with  a 
well-known  gay  activist.  They  said  they 
had  taped  these  conversations,  which 
they  characterized  as  "disgusting"  and 
"child  pornography." 

According  to  the  gay  activist,  these 
conversations  and  brief  meetings  were 
always  initiated  by  the  young  man  him- 
self and  were  completely  above  board. 
They  were  probably  the  only  coming- 
out  support  that  the  lonely  youth  was 
jetting  at  a  crucial  stage  ofhis  life. 


Presently  in  a  stable  foster  home  after 
being  rejected  by  his  family,  the  youth's 
unpleasant  experiences  in  a  variety  of 
unsympathetic  group  homes  and  foster 
homes  graphically  illustrate  the  need  for 
more  gay-positive  social  services. 

Meanwhile,  the  possibility  of  a  group 
home  for  gay  youth  fades  and  the 
Ministry  of  Community  and  Social  Ser- 
vices continues  to  refuse  to  release  a 
report  on  the  social  service  needs  of  gay 
youth  in  Toronto. 

The  stonewalling  on  this  issue  appears 
to  be  consistent  with  a  larger  govern- 
ment move  to  scrap  a  long-standing 
policy  of  "intervention"  into  troubled 
family  situations.  This  new  non-inter- 
ventionist policy  has  provided  a  ra- 
tionale for  massive  cutbacks  in  group 
home  and  other  non-family  facilities. 

Recent  media  attacks  on  the  bureau- 
cratic and  ineffectual  Children's  Aid 
Societies  have  helped  to  create  the 
climate  whereby  fundamentalist  pro- 
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family  groups  like  Positive  Parents  can 
inject  the  "homosexual  menace"  into 
the  debate. 

The  following  are  the  latest  develop- 
ments which  have  pulled  the  gay  and 
women's  communities  into  the  battle 
for  social  services. 

•  Judge  George  Thomson,  Associate 
Deputy  Minister  of  Community  and 
Social  Services,  told  a  meeting  of  the 
Gay  Academic  Union  November  19  that 
the  Ministry  is  "in  the  midst  of  a 
struggle  to  develop  policy"  around  the 
issue  of  social  services  for  gay  youth. 
He  said  that  a  report  commissioned  by 
the  Ministry  is  still  under  wraps. 

"Until  the  Minister  (Frank  Drea)  has 
made  a  decision  on  where  he  stands,  he 
won't  release  the  report,"  Thomson 
said.  "He's  not  prepared  to  engage  in 
broader  policy  consultation." 

Thomson  confirmed  that  Drea  "has 
rejected  a  special  residential  pro- 
gramme" for  gay  youth,  but  refused  to 
make  any  effort  to  justify  the  decision. 
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GET  A  PIECE  OF  THE  ACTION. 


A  subscription  to  The  Body  Politic  is  the  best  way  to  make  sure  you  don 't 
miss  a  single  issue.  To  get  a  piece  of  the  action  delivered  to  your  door  in 
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"I  don't  represent  the  government;  I 
work  for  it,"  he  said. 

•  The  Gay  Community  Council  at  a 
meeting  December  16  set  up  a  task  force 
to  study  the  policies  and  services  of  ex- 
isting agencies,  and  to  develop  recom- 
mendations for  changes  in  provincial 
legislation  as  well  as  changes  in  the 
training  of  social  workers  and  mental 
health  professionals.  The  task  force, 
proposed  by  Rev  Eilert  Frerichs,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Social  Planning  Council  of 
Toronto,  will  look  at  issues  affecting 
both  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

•  Housing  needs  of  young  single 
women  are  also  in  a  crisis  situation  in 
Toronto.  Two  major  residential  facilities 
are  threatened  with  closure  or  loss  of 
funding. 

The  YWCA-operated  MacPhail 
House,  a  permanent  residence  for  279 
young  women  (many  of  them  lesbian)  at 
389  Church  St,  is  in  danger  of  closing. 
A  Women's  Housing  Coalition  was 
formed  December  3  to  fight  to  save 
MacPhail. 

The  YWCA  is  also  threatening  to  pull 
out  of  the  operation  of  Stop  86,  a 
25-bed  hostel  and  crisis  centre  for  young 
women  located  at  86  Madison  Ave.  Ac- 
cording to  Executive  Director  Ellen 
Campbell,  Stop  86  is  "operating  at 
capacity  virtually  every  night."  She  said 
that  "the  majority  of  the  women  served 
are  between  the  ages  of  16  and  19 
years." 

•  A  report  issued  November  23  by 
John  Kruger,  Metro  Toronto's  Com- 
missioner of  Community  Services  said 
that  "changes  have  to  be  made"  in 
Metro's  hostel  policy.  It  called  for  more 
provincially  funded  support  services  and 
housing  to  accomodate  the  growing 
population  of  homeless  in  Metro. 

According  to  the  report,  hostels  are 
experiencing  a  marked  change  in 
clientele,  "notably  an  increase  in 
unemployed  or  troubled  youth,  indigent 
elderly  persons"  battered  wives  and 
former  psychiatric  patients. 

•  A  major  two-part  series  published 
November  23  and  24  in  the  Globe  and 
Mail  has  pointed  out  the  problems  of 
Ontario's  costly  child  welfare  system 
and  roused  the  ire  of  both  government 
and  Children's  Aid  Societies  officials. 
"Thousands  of  Ontario  children  have 
been  needlessly  taken  out  of  their  homes 
during  the  past  20  years  by  a  child 
welfare  system  that  provincial  officials 
now  say  was  seriously  misguided,"  the 
series  charged. 

"Prompted  by  its  findings  that  the 
child  welfare  system  was  needlessly  tak- 
ing children  into  care  and  costing  too 
much,  the  Government  implemented 
last  January  (1981)  a  new  financing 
system  aimed  at  tackling  both 
problems,"  wrote  Globe  reporter  Yves 
Lavigne. 

A  recent  internal  Ministry  document 
estimated  that,  in  the  last  two  decades, 
spending  by  Children's  Aid  Societies 
multiplied  34  times  and  the  number  of 
group  homes  tripled. 

According  to  Ministry  officials,  fewer 
children  are  now  being  taken  out  of 
homes,  but  the  amount  of  money 
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Lesbian  newsmagazine  revives 

TORONTO  —  Using  the  Vancouver 
National  Lesbian  Conference  of  this  past 
spring  as  a  focus  for  reorganization  and 
new  inspiration,  a  three-woman  collective 
has  revived  the  once  dormant  Lesbian/ 
Lesbienne  newsmagazine.  The  first  issue 
grew  out  of  discussions  at  the  1979  Bi- 
national  Lesbian  Conference  in  Toronto. 
The  second  issue,  which  reported  on  the 
Vancouver  conference,  was  not  produced 
until  October  1981. 

The  third  issue  is  in  production  now 
and  is  scheduled  for  distribution  in  Janu- 
ary. Lynne,  Pat  and  Wiesha  have  chosen 
as  their  first  priority  regularizing  the  fre- 
quency of  their  publication  at  ten  times  a 
year.    ■ 

While  she  admits  there  is  some  fear 
they  might  become  a  Toronto  newsletter, 
Pat  says  "We're  set  up  to  be  a  national 
communications  network.  Right  now, 
what  we  really  need  is  information,  con- 
tacts in  other  cities  across  the  country 
and,  of  course,  money." 
Subscriptions  are  $5  a  year  from  Box  70, 
Station  F,  Toronto  M4Y  2L4.D 

Phone  line  plans  expansion 

Women  call  the  Lesbian  Phone  Line  for 
many  different  reasons.  Often  it  is  their 
first  chance  to  talk  about  their  lesbian 


1 


Sound  Women:  a  Toronto  radio  show  and  broadcast  collective  includes  (left  to  right)  Liz  Devine, 
Lyne  Waddington,  Janet  Thomson,  Barb  Harding  and  Shelly  Hobbs.  Their  passion  is  broad- 
casting music  and  information  by,  for  and  about  women.  Four  of  the  five  are  directly  affiliated 
with  Ryerson  Polytechnical  Institute's  CKLN  (102.9  FM),  which  carries  their  hour-long  1 1  am 
Sunday  show.  It's  also  available  to  Rogers  Cable  TV  subscribers. 

Sound  Women  has  been  on  the  air  since  September.  "We  were  all  novices  when  we  started, 
except  Shelly  Hobbs  who  trained  us, "  Liz  Devine  told  TBP.  '  'We  made  mistakes  when  we  first 
started,  but  we've  more  or  less  mastered  equipment  problems  and  all  the  other  hassles  that  go 
with  broadcasting. ' '  The  show  is  a  blend  of  alternative  and  popular  women 's  music  and  a  public 
service  announcement  segment  called  Datebook. 

Direct  announcements  as  well  as  feedback  and  enquiries  to  Lyne  (597-0723  days)  or  Shelly 
(531-1339  evenings). O 


The  collective:  (back  row,  left  to  right) 
Christine  Donald,  Elizabeth  Hopkins, 
Darlene  McDougall;  (front)  Marg  Moores 
and  Sue  Cook  (holding  phone) 


feelings,  to  share  with  someone  they 
know  to  be  a  lesbian.  Children  call,  as  do 
grandmothers,  married  and  single  wom- 
en, the  uncertain  and  those  who  are  quite 
sure.  They  seek  information  varying  from 
"how  do  you  know  you're  a  lesbian?"  to 
"how  do  I  meet  other  women?" 

"We  provide  practical  information,  a 
sharing  of  feelings,  referrals  if  needed,  a 
space  where  it  is  possible  for  women  to 
look  at  their  feelings  in  the  light  of  what 
they  want  rather  than  what  they  have 
been  told  they  should  want,"  says 
Christine  Donald  of  the  collective. 

Originally  established  as  part  of  the 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT) 
back  in  January  1977,  the  Phone  Line  was 
.able  to  keep  going  thanks  to  the  offer  of 
space  from  a  downtown  women's  organi- 
zation, when  the  LOOT  house  on  Jarvis 
Street  had  to  be  closed.  In  September 
1981,  they  changed  their  name  to  the  Les- 
bian Phone  Line  because  they  felt  they 
were  carrying  the  burden  of  the  hopes  and 
expectations, the  resentment  and  nostalgia 
still  felt  towards  LOOT. 

A  disappointingly  high  38  percent  of 


last  year's  calls  were  from  men  —  of 
these,  only  eight  were  genuine  enquiries. 
Gay  male  callers  are  referred  to  Toronto 
Area  Gays  or  the  Gay  Counselling  Centre 
of  Toronto,  where  they  can  talk  with 
other  gay  men.  Less  than  one  percent  of 
the  calls  from  women  were  hassle  calls, 
but  96  percent  of  the  men's  calls  were. 

"We  work  as  a  feminist  collective  and 
find  rewarding  the  exchange  of  feelings 
and  information  among  ourselves  and 
with  the  women  who  call,"  says  Christine 
Donald. 

At  present  the  line  is  open  only  three 
hours,  one  evening  each  week.  Thanks  to 
the  Gay  Community  Appeal,  which  fund- 
ed an  answering  machine,  a  recorded 
message  is  played  at  other  times.  The  col- 
lective would  like  to  expand  its  outreach 
and  extend  phone  time.  Donations  are 
welcome  and,  if  you  would  like  more  in- 
formation, you  can  call  960-3249  on  Tues- 
day evenings  or  write  Box  70,  Station  F, 
Toronto.  On  Sunday,  February  7  at  3  pm, 
there  will  be  a  meeting  at  348  College 
Street,  3rd  floor,  for  women  who  are  in- 
terested in  joining  the  collective.  □ 


Children's  Aid  Societies  are  requesting 
has  not  decreased  proportionately. 

The  gay  community  would  often 
recommend  that  gay  or  lesbian  youth 
leave  hostile  home  environments,  either 
permanently  or  for  a  transitional  period 
while  parents  adjust  to  the  reality  of 
their  offspring's  homosexuality.  How- 
ever, the  new  government  policy  will 
make  that  much  more  difficult. 

•  Metro  Toronto  Police's  Morality 
Squad,  meanwhile,  continue  to  lay 


soliciting  and  loitering  charges  against 
street  youth  who  turn  to  hustling  for 
survival. 

"On  a  comparative  level,  the  male 
problem  has  increased  considerably 
when  compared  to  female  prostitu- 
tion," says  Morality's  Sgt  Lawrence 
Shackleton,  who  covers  the  Yonge  St 
strip. 

"When  you  went  into  the  area  of 
Breadalbane,  Grosvenor  and  Bay 
Streets  a  year  ago  on  any  given  night," 
he  said,  "you  might  see  four  or  five  kids 
loitering  around.  This  year,  you'll  see  10 
or  12." 

"The  most  worrisome  thing  about  the 
whole  matter  is  that  they're  getting 
younger  and  there  are  different  ones  out 


there  each  night,"  he  added.  "The  ma- 
jority are  well-educated.  They  don't 
work.  Their  main  concern  is  the  easy 
dollar." 

Morality  Squad  head  Forbes  Ewing 
gave  TBP  the  following  statistics  on 
prostitution-related  charges  for  all  of 
Metro  for  the  period  January  1  to 
December  1.  He  said  most  of  the 
charges  were  laid  in  the  downtown  51 
and  52  Divisions: 
Soliciting  Loitering 

Male  236    Male  171 

Female  350    Female  413 

Statistics  were  not  available  for  a  com- 
parable period  in  1980. 

Ed  Jackson 


In  our  February  1981  issue,  we  asked  readers 
of  The  Body  Politic  to  tell  us  a  few  things 
about  themselves  and  their  responses  to  this 
magazine.  The  survey,  called  "True  Con- 
fessions," asked  more  than  70  questions  in 
an  open-ended  format  that  invited  detailed 
answers  and  personal  comments  —  and  we  got 
them,  from  53  women  and  449  men  across  Can- 
ada, the  US,  Europe  and  Australia.  We've  had 
our  hands  full  ever  since  culling  comments  and 
statistics,  a  process  that  has  taken  a  lot  longer 
than  we  had  originally  guessed. 

In  the  September  TBP,  we  published  the  first 
report  of  the  results,  concentrating  on  demo- 
graphic information  about  those  who  respond- 
ed and  their  opinions  on  politics  and  religion. 
In  November  we  reported  on  response  to  The 
Body  Politic  itself  —  what  parts  of  the  maga- 
zine people  read,  what  they  liked  and  didn't  like 
and  what  reasons  they  thought  others  might 
have  for  not  reading  TBP. 

In  this  third  report,  we  look  at  what  readers 
said  about  the  effect  TBP  has  on  how  they  deal 
with  being  gay,  at  suggestions  made  for  im- 
proving the  magazine  and  at  a  few  comments 
made  about  the  the  survey  itself. 

DOES  TBP  WORK? 

At  the  beginning  of  the  section  of  "True 
Confessions"  called  "You  read  it  —  and 
then. . .  ?  ",  we  noted  that  "one  of  the  reasons  we 
publish  The  Body  Politic  is  to  give  gay  people 
some  idea  of  their  situation  in  the  world  and  to 
make  them  want  to  do  something  to  improve  it. 
Does  it  work?"  The  questions  that  followed 
asked  about  some  of  the  things  readers  might 
have  been  encouraged  to  do  (or,  possibly,  dis- 
couraged from  doing)  by  reading  TBP. 

Question  Fl  asked,  "How  often  does  some- 
things you  read  in  TBP  lead  you  to  have  a  dis- 
cussion with  someone  else?  Tell  us  about  it." 

Of  the  409  people  who  answered  this  ques- 
tion, only  30  said  they  had  never  had  a  discus- 
sion arising  from  their  reading  of  the  magazine. 
Nearly  half  of  the  men  and  more  than  60%  of 
the  women  said  such  discussions  happen  often. 

"Quite  often,"  one  woman  said,  "mostly 
with  a  friend  who  is  working  at  the  Vancouver 
Gay  Community  Centre  trying  to  bridge  the 
gap  between  the  lesbian  and  gay  male  commun- 
ities." 

"Lots  of  times,"  said  a  man  from  Toronto. 
"On  every  level  from  serious  reflection  to  intel- 
lectual masturbation  to  trashy  gossip .  My  main 
reason  for  reading  TBP  is  to  share  my  com- 
munity's concerns." 

Most  people  reported  talking  with  friends  or 
lovers;  20  specifically  mentioned  discussions  at 
work.  Topics  noted  ranged  from  electoral  pol- 
itics, police  raids  and  harassment  to  pedophilia 
and  S&M.  One  woman  said  her  discussions 
were  usually  with  "other  lesbians  who  are  fed 
up  with  Ken  Popert." 

Question  F2  caused  some  confusion.  It  asked, 
"Has  anything  you've  ever  read  in  TBPever  led 
you  to  do  any  of  the  following?",  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  list  of  possible  activities  ranging 
from  writing  a  letter  to  a  public  official  to  join- 
ing a  gay  organization. 

Many  people  said  they  had  done  some  of  the 
things  listed  —  but  weren't  sure  they  could  at- 
tribute their  actions  to  TBP.  Of  the  447  others 
who  answered,  38%  had  written  a  letter  to  a 
public  official,  42%  (on  average;  53%  in  Tor- 
onto) had  attended  a  demonstration  or  public 
meeting,  70%  had  made  donations  to  gay  or 
lesbian  groups  or  defence  funds,  46%  had  con- 
tacted a  gay  group  or  phone  line  and  32%  had 
become  involved  in  one.  Thirteen  percent  said 
they  had  never  done  any  of  these  things — or,  at 
least,  had  not  been  inspired  to  by  TBP.  Ten  per- 
cent said  thay  had  done  them  all. 
•   ■ 

^     Encouragement/  Discouragement 

In  Question  F3,  we  asked  whether  reading 
7"BPhad  ever  led  people  to  come  out  to  anyone. 
Of  the  423  people  who  answered,  most  said  ei- 
ther no,  or  that  while  TBPmay  have  been  acon- 
tributing  influence,  it  wasn't  the  main  one: 

"Not  just  TBP  itself,  but  it  and  a  combina- 
tion of  many  things  have  raised  my  gay  con- 
sciousness over  the  past  two  years." 

"TBP  was  one  of  the  many  things  that 
helped  me  to  come  out,  first  to  myself,  then 
more  so  to  friends  gay  and  straight." 

Twenty-one  percent  said  the  magazine  had 
had  a  greater  influence: 

"It  has  reinforced  my  determination  not  to 
hide  my  gayness." 
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"Certainly  over  the  past  ten  years  the  contin- 
ued presence  of  TBP  has  made  it  easier  for  me 
to  be  publicly  gay." 

"Helped  with  my  father." 

"Yes  —  came  out  to  my  parents  and  family, 
friends  and  employer,  school  counsellor  and 
the  Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission." 

"TBP gives  a  mixed  message  about  coming 
out,"  one  American  man  said.  "It  says  come 
out ,  but  it  also  says  many  people  will  try  to  hurt 
you  if  they  find  out  you're  gay.  Such  a  message 
is  confusing  and  scary." 

We  have  always  been  aware  that  reporting 
bad  news  may  have  such  a  dispiriting  effect, 
and  in  Question  F4  we  tried  to  find  out  how 
serious  the  problem  was:  "Has  reading  TBP 
ever  discouraged  you  from  doing  any  of  the 
things  noted  above  (come  out,  get  involved  in  a 
gay  group,  etc)?  Can  you  remember  what  in  the 
magazine  discouraged  you  and  why?" 

Most  people  said  no  —  some  emphatically: 

"Goodlord.no!" 

"No.  I  believe  my  attitude  has  become  much 
more  natural  and  relaxed.  I  am  less  obsessed 
with  fear  and  more  obsessed  with  freedom." 

But  a  significant  minority,  16%  of  both  the 
men  and  women  who  answered  this  question, 
said  yes: 

"Some  stories  in  TBP  paint  such  a  hostile 
picture  of  the  world  that  they  keep  people  in  the 
closet.  Some  make  me  feel  very  paranoid." 

"The  horror  stories  and  the  incredible  abuse 
of  human  rights  discourages  me.  Why  beat  my 
head  against  a  wall?" 

Bad  news,  however,  wasn't  the  only  source 
of  discouragement  cited: 

"It's  kept  me  from  joining  political  groups; 
too  much  infighting,  a  waste  of  energy. ' ' 

"It's  discouraging  when  it  appears  to  insist 
that  'committed'  gay  people  should  act  (eg, 
sexually)  in  certain  ways  in  order  to  prove  their 
commitment." 

"The  question  of  the  degree  of  coming  out  is 
creating  a  bit  of  anxiety  for  me.  I  thought  I  was 
out  'til  I  discovered  I  had  to  go  on  national  TV 
or  something  to  be  considered  'correctly'  out . ' ' 

"I  am  aware,  partly  through  TBP,  of  the 
height  of  the  mountain.  But  away  from  the  pol- 
ice, the  church,  doctors,  etc,  I  have  personally 
had  triumphs,  victories  and  love." 

Information  /  Inspiration 

In  Question  F5,  we  asked,  "Do  you  think 
that  reading  TBP  has  changed  the  way  you  deal 
with  being  gay  at  work  or  with  friends  or  lov- 
ers? Tell  us  about  it." 

More  than  a  third  who  answered  the  question 
said  TBP  hadn't  had  any  significant  effect  on 
them: 

"No,  just  keeps  me  informed." 
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"No.  I  don't  recall  seeing  a  lot  in  TBPabout 
being  gay  at  work  in  a  positive  way  —  just  the 
dangers." 

As  in  answers  to  the  earlier  question  on  com- 
ing out,  many  people  said  the  magazine  had 
been  an  influence,  but  only  one  of  many.  But 
46%  (on  average,  and  56%  in  Canada  outside 
its  three  largest  cities)  said  The  Body  Politic  had 
been  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
changing  the  ways  they  dealt  with  being  gay.  In 
their  comments,  readers  spoke  most  often  of 
having  been  given  a  sense  of  confidence  by  the 
magazine,  of  using  the  information  it  provided 
to  put  together  a  more  positive  view  of  them- 
selves and  of  being  made  aware  that  they  were 
not  alone: 

"Yes,  you  have  given  me  a  vocabulary  and  a 
world  view." 

"Being  better  informed  and  exposed  to  a 
broad  spectrum  of  honest,  caring  gay  women 
and  men  has  encouraged  me  in  my  own  struggle 
for  identity." 

"Slightly  more  confidence  knowing  that 
there  is  a  solid  intellectual  basis  for  my  gut-level 
feelings." 

"I'm  much  more  aware  that  I'm  not  alone. 
As  a  professional,  it's  difficult  to  come  out  at 
work  without  repercussions,  but  I'm  not  ter- 
rified anymore." 

Both  men  and  women  used  this  space  to  talk 
about  how  the  magazine  had  affected  their 
views  of  each  other. 

"It  has  helped  me  to  understand  gay  men 
better,"  one  woman  wrote  from  the  US.  "Can 
you  do  the  same  for  lesbians?" 

"I  understand  the  feelings  and  concerns  of 
lesbians  more,"  said  one  man,  "though  I  may 
not  always  agree  with  them." 


HOW  WOULD  YOU  IMPROVE  TBP? 


In  Question  B3  we  asked,  "Is  there  anything  you 
think  should  be  in  The  Body  Politic  that  isn  't  there 
now?"  Readers  had  lots  of  ideas: 


Good  cross-Canada  coverage:  More  than 
100  people  made  suggestions  about  better  cover- 
age of  Canadian  gay  life  outside  Toronto.  Readers 
from  Vancouver  and  other  western  cities  were 
especially  insistent  about  the  need  for  regular 
correspondents  to  cover  news  where  they  live, 
and  many  people  —  even  in  Toronto  —  were 
interested  in  knowing  more  about  how  others 
coped  with  being  gay  in  smaller  centres  and  In 
rural  areas. 

Thirteen  people  suggested  we  should  occa- 
sionally publish  items  in  French,  and  generally 
give  better  coverage  to  the  French-language  gay 
movement. 

Humour,  fiction  and  poetry:  As  reported  m 

our  November  issue,  there  was  a  widespread  feel- 
ing that  TBP  is  too  serious  and  heavy.  Forty-two 
people  specifically  noted  that  we  should  try  to  get 
more  humorous  writing  into  the  pages  of  the 
magazine,  and  another  26  suggested  more 
cartoons. 

Twenty-six  also  said  they  'd  like  to  see  fiction 
more  regularly,  and  15  wanted  more  poetry. 

Lesbian-related  material:  Most  of  the  53 
women  who  responded  to  the  survey  said,  under- 
standably, that  they  wanted  to  see  more  coverage 
of  lesbian  life  and  more  images  of  women  in  TBP. 
A  number  of  men  echoed  this:  among  them  were 
five  who  said  they  wanted  more  ideas  on  the 
relevance  of  feminism  for  gay  men.  Two  women 
specifically  suggested  a  lesbian  small  press  col- 


umn —  something  which  TBP  used  to  have  and  is 
now  trying  to  revive. 

Daily  life:  There  was  a  strong  demand  for  more 
material  reflecting  the  various  ways  people  deal 
with  being  gay  from  day  to  day.  Twenty-two 
readers  wanted  more  stories  on  coming  out;  14 
suggested  pieces  on  relationships;  12  were 
interested  in  problems  facing  older  gays.  Other 
suggestions:  articles  on  racism  and  gay  life,  on 
parenting,  communal  living,  and  being  gay  at 
work. 

A  number  ol  people  said  they  wanted  to  see  a 
few  gay  success  stories  —  pieces  on  people  who 
were  out  of  the  closet,  doing  well,  and  happy 
about  being  who  they  were. 

Eleven  readers  suggested  an  advice  column 
(Ann  Landers  with  a  difference),  and  others 
wanted  more  practical  information  on  health,  legal 
problems  —  even  cooking.  Nineteen  suggested 
articles  on  travel,  some  noting  that  gay  people 
tend  to  get  around  a  lot.  (Figures  from  the  adver- 
tising section  of  the  survey  seem  to  bear  this  out: 
those  who  responded  often  spent  more  on  travel 
than  on  books  or  clothes.) 

And:  More  material  on  gay  history,  especially 
Canadian;  reviews  of  non-gay  media  from  a  gay 
perspective;  more  art;  more  photos;  more  erotica; 
interviews,  gossip  and  entertainment  news;  a 
calendar  of  events  tor  Toronto  (which  we've  since 
started);  a  calendar  for  events  across  Canada 
(quite  a  job  to  keep  track  of  it  all  from  Toronto. . .); 
an  international  community  listing  like  Network  (a 
bigger  job  still);  Sunshine  Girls  like  the  Toronto 
Sun  (one  woman  joked);  Sunshine  Boys  (one  man 
seriously  suggested)  and,  finally,  "a3-Dfoldout 
ofTlmMcCaskell." 


"The  non-sexist  nature  of  the  paper  and  the 
feminist  perspective  offered,"  wrote  another 
man,  "provide  a  real  source  of  support  in  a 
working  environment  which  is  as  anti-woman 
as  it  is  anti-gay." 

One  woman  said  TBP  hadn't  changed  her 
approach,  "but  it  has  put  me  off  even  well- 
meaning  gay  male  activists.  I  see  a  lot  of  com- 


DO  YOU  HAVE  ANY  COMMENTS 
TO  MAKE  ON  THIS  SURVEY? 

"It's  about  time  you  did  something  like  this!" 

"Be  careful:  maybe  only  certain  'types '  (univ- 
ersity grads,  activists,  males)  would  fill  out  your 
survey.  There  may  be  an  inherent  slant. " 

"I'm  so  glad  it  wasn ' t  computerized.  I  do, 
however,  wish  you  good  luck  in  compiling  the 
answers," 

"The  child  in  me  loves  these  things. " 

"Well  composed!  But  why  no  questions  on  gay 
higher  consciousness,  clones,  coming  out, 
lovers,  sexist  ads,  lesbians,  demonstrations, 
dreams,  aspirations,  'pornography, '  boy-love, 
discos,  'attitude, '  materialism?" 

"It's  very  long!" 

"Survey?  What  survey?  I  hate  doing  surveys. " 

"Are  you  really  listening,  or  just  seeking 
reassurance  for  your  egos  ? ' ' 

"Much  too  long  and  verbose,  and  you  're  just 
begging  for  compliments. " 

'  'What  fun!  How  absolutely  festive! ' ' 

"It  sucks." 

"We  must  do  it  again  sometime.  You  know,  we 
really  can 't  go  on  meeting  like  this. " 


placency ,  ghetto  pride,  arrogance  and,  yes,  you 
too,  sexism." 

Another  pointed  to  a  more  positive  effect, 
"but  it's  too  subtle  for  me  to  name.  There's 
something  very  inspiring  about  the  gay  male 
approach  to  politics  and  culture.  I  knowyou' ve 
helped  me  through  a  period  of  political  redef- 
inition. It's  your  intelligence  and  open-mind- 
ed ness." 

"It  has  made  me  more  tolerant  of  a  range  of 
gay  experiences,"  said  another. 

And  others: 

"I  clandestinely  began  subscribing  during 
my  otherwise  dreary  Prairie  adolescence.  The 
opinions  expressed  in  TBP  have  shaped  my 
own  consciousness  more  than  any  other  source 
or  person." 

"You  have  changed  my  self-image  75%. 
Jane  Rule,  I  love  you!" 

"Yes.  It's  too  vast  to  begin  to  explain.  Let's 
put  it  this  way:  my  whole  political  awareness  be- 
gan with  you.  You  are  my  mentors!  Amazing!" 

"Are  you  kidding?  Do  you  really  think  you 
can  have  such  an  effect?" 

LAST  WORDS 

Question  Kl:  Do  you  have  anything  else 
you're  dying  to  say  about  TBP  or  yourself? 

"Despite  any  criticism,  I'm  glad  TBPexists. 
Most  of  my  gay  info  comes  from  here." 

"I  love  you  for  your  persistence,  good  wri- 
ting and  thoughtfulness.  Thank  you." 

"There's  a  Canadian  pride  in  TBP  that  I 
really  like.  It's  nice  to  know  there's  another 
country  up  there." 

"Your  ink  gets  all  over  my  hands." 

"I'm  tuckered  out!" 

"Sloppy  kisses  to  you  all!" 

"I  could  go  on  and  on,  but  I  must  go  change 
the  ball  joints  on  the  Valiant  —  it's  not  holding 
an  alignment. "□ 

Written  by  Rick  Bibout.  with  information  compiled  by  Bill 
Lewis,  Greg  Bourgeois.  Lionel  Morton,  Richard  McDonald, 
Paul  Murphy,  Ian  Campbell  and  Ken  Popert. 


NewYorksaysno 


NEW  YORK  —  For  the  seventh 
time  in  the  last  ten  years,  a  sub- 
committee of  the  New  York  City 
Council  voted  November  23  to 
reject  Intro  1017,  a  bill  which 
would  prohibit  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation.  As  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  went  down  in  a  6  to  3 
vote,  21  lesbians  and  gay  men  singing 
"We  Shall  Overcome"  staged  a  sit- 
down  in  the  Council  Chambers.  They 
were  arrested  four  hours  later. 

The  defeat  followed  two  days  of  hear- 
ings, with  testimony  from  supporters 
and  opponents  of  the  bill.  Among  those 
who  endorsed  the  bill  were  former  Con- 
gressperson  Bella  Abzug,  Mayor  Ed 
Koch  and  a  small  legion  of  gay  and  les- 
bian spokespersons.  The  chief  oppo- 
nents, as  in  previous  years,  included  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  New 
York,  the  Union  of  Orthodox  Rabbis, 
and  the  Patrolmen's  Benevolent  Asso- 
ciation (PBA). 

The  high  point  of  the  hearings  was 
the  dramatic  appearance  of  gay  Police 
Sergeant  Charles  Cochrane,  who  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  bill.  Moments  after 
PBA  vice-president  Pat  Burns  declared 
there  were  no  gay  cops  in  his  union, 
Cochrane  told  the  packed  chambers 
that  "I  am  proud  of  being  a  New  York 
City  policeman  and  I  am  equally  proud 
of  being  gay." 

In  contrast,  Heshy  Friedman  of  the 
Jewish  Moral  Committee  burst  into  ap- 
plause when  a  supporter  of  the  bill  con- 
nected religious  homophobia  to  the  vio- 
lent 1980  murders  of  two  Greenwich 
Village  gay  men  in  the  Ramrod  bar. 
"People  should  be  killed  for  their  sins," 
Friedman  told  the  Village  Voice's 
Arthur  Bell.  "The  death  penalty  should 
be  given  to  homosexuals  and  adulter- 
ers." Councilperson  Miriam  Fried- 
lander,  one  of  three  progressive  com- 
mittee members  —  all  Jewish  —  to  vote 
for  the  bill,  apologized  "as  a  Jewish 
person,  for  a  Jewish  person  who  ap- 
plauds violence." 

Although  Mayor  Koch  appeared  pub- 
licly in  support  of  the  bill,  many  New 
York  activists  are  critical  of  what  they 
see  as  the  mayor's  failure  to  use  his  vast 
political  influence  to  sway  wavering 
Council  members  to  support  the  bill. 
Koch  insists  that  those  who  oppose  gay 
rights  do  so  not  out  of  bigotry,  but  as  a 
matter  of  genuinely  held  religious  belief. 

Gay  political  organizations  are  plan- 
ning to  actively  support  the  opponents 
of  the  six  negative  voters  in  the  upcom- 
ing City  Council  elections.  At  least  two 
of  the  six  are  in  danger  of  being  de- 
feated by  pro-gay-rights  candidates.  □ 

Government  stalls 
on  Ulster  law  reform 

LONDON  —  Queen  Elizabeth  II  failed 
to  mention  reform  of  anti-homosexual 
laws  in  Northern  Ireland  in  her  speech 
opening  the  new  Parliamentary  session 
November  4. 

There  has  been  speculation  that  the 
Thatcher  government  would  include  law 
reform  in  its  plans  after  the  European 
Court  ruled  last  month  that  Northern 
Ireland's  anti-gay  laws  were  a  contra- 
veniion  of  fundamental  human  rights. 
The  Festival  Of  Light,  Britain's 


Protesters  dragged  from  New  York  City  Council  chamber:  Koch 's  support  wasn  't  enough 


equivalent  of  the  Moral  Majority, 
issued  a  statement  denouncing  the 
European  Court  decision,  claiming  that 
"law  should  support  family  values  in 
society."  In  Ulster  itself,  Protestant 
fanatic  Ian  Paisley  pledged  to  fight  law 
reform  "in  every  way  possible,"  saying 
it  was  intolerable  to  impose  "an  im- 

Memorial  march  disrupted:  A  November  27 
candlelight  march  in  San  Francisco  in 
memory  of  assassinated  Supervisor  Harvey 
Milk  and  Mayor  George  Moscone  drew 
2, 000  rain-drenched  supporters  and  many  of 
the  city's  leading  politicians.  The  event  was 
disrupted  by  a  group  of  largely  straight  pro- 
vocateurs, seen  below  being  held  back  by 
march  marshalls.  Singer  Holly  Near  (at  right 
in  bottom  photo)  calmed  the  angry  marchers 
with  poetry  and  a  speech.  The  memorial  was 
organized  by  the  Harvey  Milk  Democratic 
Club  and  endorsed  by  a  wide  range  of  city 
organizations.  (Photos  by  Rink.) 
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moral  law  upon  Northern  Ireland  at  the 
behest  of  a  panel  of  foreign  jurists." 
Paisley's  "Save  Ulster  From  Sodomy" 
campaign  is  credited  with  blocking 
plans  for  law  reform  three  years  ago. 

The  Northern  Ireland  Office  in- 
formed Britain's  Gay  News  that  it  was 
still  studying  the  Court's  judgment  and 
that  a  statement  would  be  made  "in  due 
course.  "□ 

Paris  police  step  up 
harassment  in  parks 

PARIS  —  This  city's  conservative 
mayor,  Jacques  Chirac,  has  called  for  in- 
creased surveillance  of  city  parks  by 
police  to  combat  prostitution  and 
homosexual  activity. 

Incidents  of  police  harassment  of  gay 
men  have  been  reported  in  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne  and  the  Bois  de  Vincennes, 
both  traditional  cruising  areas.  One 
man  who  was  arrested  and  badly  beaten 
subsequently  tried  to  lay  a  complaint, 
but  was  told  by  a  regular  police  officer 
that  Chirac's  "shock  troops"  were  now 
in  charge  of  park  security,  and  others 
were  receiving  the  same  treatment. 

The  Paris  monthly  Gai  Pied  reports 
police  entrapment  has  increased  in  other 
French  cities  as  well,  in  spite  of  the  new 
Socialist  government's  more  tolerant 
attitude  towards  gays.D 

Gay  rights  bill  dies 
in  Palo  Alto  vote 

PALO  ALTO  —  Voters  in  this  northern 
California  city  of  56,000  rejected  a  gay 
rights  ordinance  November  3  by  a  mar- 
gin of  nearly  3  to  2.  If  passed,  the  meas- 
ure would  have  prohibited  discrimina- 
tion on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in 
housing,  employment  and  services. 


Steve  Harris,  spokesperson  for  the 
Palo  Alto  Coalition  for  Equal  Rights, 
which  sponsored  the  yes  campaign, 
cited  the  low  voter  turnout  as  the  chief 
cause  of  the  defeat.  Only  36%  of  those 
eligible  voted  on  the  resolution  this  year, 
compared  to  67%  in  a  1980  vote  on  a 
similar  county-wide  measure,  which  was 
narrowly  defeated. 

"There's  a  spreading  influence  of  the 
Moral  Majority,"  Harris  noted.  "It  is 
becoming  okay  to  discriminate. "□ 

Long-time  activist 
will  run  for  Labour 

LONDON  —  Peter  Tatchell,  a  gay  ac- 
tivist since  the  early  '70s,  has  been  se- 
lected as  the  next  Labour  Party  candi- 
date for  Bermondsey  riding  in  London. 
The  seat  is  presently  held  by  a  former 
Labour  Chief  Whip,  Bob  Mellish. 

Tatchell  gave  the  early  gay  movement 
an  international  profile  in  1973  when  he 
shocked  East  German  officials  and 
other  delegates  by  calling  for  gay  libera- 
tion at  the  World  Youth  Festival  held  in 
East  Berlin. 

Tatchell  may  face  the  new  Social 
Democratic  Party  founder  Roy  Jenkins 
in  the  next  election.  Jenkins,  a  former 
Labour  Minister,  was  responsible  for 
legislation  that  legalized  gay  sex  in  Brit- 
ain in  1967.  □ 

Police  arrest  youths 
in  sex-murders  case 

SYDNEY  —  A  19-year-old  prostitute, 
Michael  Caldwell,  and  a  16-year-old  ju- 
venile have  been  charged  in  the  murders 
of  Constantine  Giannaris,  Greek  Consul 
General  to  Australia,  and  Peter  Parkes, 
a  gay  activist  and  school  teacher. 

Parkes  was  murdered  October  20  and 
Giannaris  was  found  dead  November 
16.  A  third  gay  man,  Gerald  Cuthbert, 
was  killed  October  18,  but  his  assailant 
has  not  yet  been  found.  All  three  men 
were  found  bound  and  gagged,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  engaged  in  sex  shortly 
before  their  murders. 

Sydney  dailies  ran  sensational  news 
stories  headlined  "Sex  Murder"  and 
"Hunt  for  Gay  Blade  Killer,"  as  com- 
munity leaders  advised  people  not  to  go 
home  with  strangers. 

Caldwell  and  his  companion  were 
arrested  after  police  linked  them  with 
stolen  jewellery  belonging  to  Giannaris 
found  in  a  Sydney  pawn  shop.D 

New  mayor  sparks 
gay  centre's  hopes 

ROME  —  The  death  of  Mayor  Luigi 
Petroselli  may  help  ease  strained  rela- 
tions between  this  city's  administration 
and  Gay  House,  the  local  gay  centre 
and  archives,  which  has  been  without  a 
home  since  its  eviction  from  an  aban- 
doned building  by  the  city  in  1980. 

It  is  common  practice  for  local  and 
national  governments  in  Italy  to  provide 
building  space  at  a  token  cost  to  com- 
munity groups  and  institutions.  Gay 
House's  application  for  space  has  been 
held  up  for  almost  two  years.  Many  felt 
the  mayor  was  responsible,  since  the 
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municipal  government  is  dominated  by 
the  Communist  and  Socialist  parties, 
both  of  which  officially  support  gay 
rights. 

Established  in  1979,  Gay  House  pub- 
lishes a  regular  information  bulletin 
(OMPO)  and  includes  a  research  centre 
and  archives.  According  to  coordinator 
Massimo  Consoli,  a  renewed  campaign 
to  push  for  a  final  settlement  has  al- 
ready begun  with  the  support  of  well 
known  writers  and  journalists.  □ 

Black  groups  host 
Third  World  meeting 

CHICAGO  —  The  National  Third 
World  Lesbian /Gay  Conference  met 
here  November  27  to  29  under  the 
slogan,  "A  Unified  Rainbow  of 
Strength."  The  three  days  of  workshops 
and  cultural  events  developed  a  dialogue 
between  lesbians  and  gay  men  fighting 
homophobia  and  racism. 

More  than  70  men  and  women  of 
Black,  Latin /Chicano,  Native 
American,  Asian  and  Pacific  Island 
heritage  attended  the  conference. 
Members  of  Toronto's  Black  and  White 
Men  Together,  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto 
and  a  budding  Latin  American  group 
provided  a  significant  Canadian 
presence. 

The  small  turnout  at  this  second  con- 
ference was  disappointing  compared  to 
the  600  who  attended  the  first  one  held 


in  Washington  at  the  same  time  as  the 
national  gay  march  on  that  city  in  1979. 

Speakers  included  Cherrie  Moraga, 
co-editor  of  This  Bridge  Called  My 
Back,  Writings  by  Radical  Women  of 
Color;  Barbara  Cameron,  a  Native 
American  lesbian  activist  and  Daniel 
Tsang,  editor  of  Gay  Insurgent  and  the 
book  The  Age  Taboo. 

Some  participants  criticized  the  con- 
ference for  failing  to  focus  on  the  grow- 
ing threat  of  the  right  wing,  although 
most  agreed  that  there  was  great  value 
in  making  contacts  with  other  Third 
World  lesbians  and  gays. 

The  conference  was  organized  by  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays, 
whose  national  meeting  was  held 
simultaneously.  D 

Woman  gets  top  job, 
beating  anti-gay  cop 

HOUSTON  —  The  first  woman  mayor 
of  this  city,  the  fifth  largest  in  the  US, 
was  elected  in  November  with  the  strong 
backing  of  racial  minorities  and  the  Gay 
Political  Caucus. 

Kathryn  Whitmire,  35,  won  in  a  land- 
slide victory  over  run-off  opponent 
Sheriff  Jack  Heard,  63. 

During  the  campaign,  Heard  had 
charged  that  Whitmire  would  force  the 
Houston  Police  Department  to  hire  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  His  candidacy  was 
endorsed  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.D 


NOW  moves  on  ERA,  lesbian 
rights;  debates  "big  four"  issues 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  150,000 
member  National  Organization  of 
Women  (NOW)  prepared  for  the  final 
"countdown  to  equality"  to  ratify  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  and  re- 
affirmed its  commitment  to  lesbian 
rights  as  a  "priority  issue  for  all  femin- 
ists," at  its  annual  convention  October 
10-12.  As  well,  NOW's  controversial 
1980  resolution  condemning  pornogra- 
phy, pederasty,  public  sex  and  sado- 
masochism was  once  again  debated  in 
the  Lesbian  Rights  workshop. 

Since  three  more  states  must  ratify 
the  ERA  before  June  30,  1982  in  order 
to  make  it  part  of  the  United  States 
Constitution,  the  majority  of  the  con- 
vention's time  was  taken  up  with  organ- 
izing a  massive  campaign  on  its  behalf. 
However,  the  ERA  was  not  the  only 
issue  addressed  by  the  convention.  A 
Lesbian  Rights  resolution  directing 
NOW  to  "make  a  more  concerted  effort 
to  initiate  outreach  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community"  was  overwhelmingly 
approved.  It  singled  out  the  "assault 
against  the  rights  of  lesbians  by  several 
right-wing  and  fundamentalist  groups," 
specifically  citing  the  proposed  Family 
Protection  Act,  as  an  important  area 
for  NOW  work. 

In  the  Lesbian  Rights  workshop, 
Michigan  NOW  presented  a  resolution 
attempting  to  "clarify"  a  1980  conven- 
tion policy  which  distinguished  porno- 
graphy, pederasty,  public  sex  and  sado- 
masochism from  lesbian  and  gay  rights, 
characterizing  them  as  matters  of 
"exploitation,  violence  or  invasions  of 
privacy." 

Martina  Hildegard  and  Ruth  Zisook, 
authors  of  the  clarifying  resolution, 
planned  to  use  it  to  reopen  discussion 
within  NOW  on  the  complex  nature  of 
the  issues,  as  well  as  to  communicate 
publicly  that  some  NOW  members  were 
uncomfortable  with  the  1980  policy. 

In  their  clarification,  Hildegard  and 


Zisook  offered  some  guidelines  for 
NOW  policy  on  questions  of  sex  and 
power:  "the  need  to  balance  the  rights 
of  adolescents  to  explore  their  own  sex- 
uality with  the  need  to  protect  juveniles 
from  abuse  and  exploitation  by  adults;" 
the  value  of  protecting  the  individual's 
right  to  choose  her  or  his  "form  of  mu- 
tually voluntary  sexual  activity";  the 
importance  of  "exploring  alternatives  to 
censorship"  when  considering  violent 
pornography;  and  the  necessity  of  rec- 
ognizing a  continuum  of  public  sexual 
expression  ranging  from  "public  dis- 
plays of  affection  to  overt  sexual  activ- 
ity," in  order  that  "public"  sexuality 
can  be  defined  in  such  a  way  as  to 
balance  the  rights  of  non-participants 
who  don't  want  to  view  overt  sexuality 
with  the  rights  of  others  to  public 
displays  of  affection. 

The  authors  also  called  upon  NOW  to 
acknowledge  that  these  issues  were  be- 
ing used  by  the  radical  Right  against 
"gay  men,  lesbians  and  other  non-con- 
forming women." 

The  proposed  resolution  was  defeated 
in  the  workshop,  in  part  because  all 
workshops  could  only  pass  two  resolu- 
tions for  plenary  consideration,  and 
many  present  felt  that  priority  should  be 
given  to  initiating  new  NOW  action  on 
lesbian  rights.  Supporters  of  the  resolu- 
tion felt  that  the  limited  time  also  pre- 
vented the  workshop  from  adequately 
discussing  these  complex  issues. 

Nevertheless,  supporters  were  encour- 
aged by  the  mere  fact  that  the  issues  had 
been  raised  and  discussed  in  a  meaning- 
ful way  for  the  first  time.D 


International  News  Credits: 

The  Blade  (Washington  DC),  off  our  backs 
(Washington  DC).  Gay  Community  News  (Boston). 
Bay  Area  Reporter  (San  Francisco).  Village  Voice 
(New  York),  Campaign  (Sydney),  Gay  Community 
News  (Melbourne),  Gay  News  (London),  Gai  I'uul 
(Paris). 


do  you 
support  -j 

yourself/ 

By  getting  behind 

the  Gay  Community  Appeal. 

\Jr       With  your  support,  the  2nd  Gay  Community 
Appeal  of  Toronto  will  be  able  to  fund  23  worthwhile 
projects  serving  the  interests  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

The  Appeal  exists  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  give 
something  of  your  income  to  ensure  the  continued 
growth  and  development  of  Toronto's  gay  community. 
We  are  all  beneficiaries  of  the  services  and  strengths  of  our 
community!  You  can  help  by  completing  and  sending 
the  coupon  below. 

\^     With  your  support,  on  Friday,  February  12,  1982, 
at  Casa  Loma,  we'll  once  againjoin  together  in  celebration 
of  our  continuing  commitment  to  Support  Our  Selves. 
Now  that's  something  to  celebrate! 

3xf  


□  I'd  like  to  attend  an  Appeal  Tundraismg  party,  where  I'll 
be  able  to  see  the  Appeal's  audio-visual  show.  Profiles 
from  Within,  have  a  swell  time,  and  make  my  annual 
contribution  to  the  Appeal. 

□  I'm  prepared  to  host  an  appeal  fundraising  party  an 
SOS.  evening,  for  a  group  of  my  friends 

(or  call  869-3036,  it'll  be  quicker) 

□  I'd  like  you  to  send  me  the  Appeal  brochure  describing 
the  23  projects  you're  asking  me  to  support.  Then  I'll 
send  you  my  contribution. 

□  I  support  the  Gay  Community  Appeal,  and  my  annual 
contribution  for  this  year  is  S 

Please  cneck  one  of  the  following: 

D  Cheque  (payable  to  Gay  Community  Appeal,  or  G  C  A  | 
D  Post-dated  cheque(s) 

D  VISA  # 

□  Master  Charge  #  

Signature  for  charges  


Name 


Address 


Telephone 


Postal  Code 


Mail  to  Gay  Community  Appeal.  Box  2212.  Station  P.  Toronto  M5S  2T2 
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Australian  writer  Peter  Jacksc 


Calcutti 


This  article  originally  appeared 
in  the  Australian  National  Gay 
Community  News,  vol  3,  no  S. 


11:45PM, 

New  Year's  Eve  on  Chowringhee.  What 
the  travel  brochure  called  "the  bustling 
heart  of  the  metropolis  of  Calcutta" 
was  now  only  a  dim,  almost  deserted 
pavement.  The  cold  descending  winter 
air  kept  in  the  coal  smoke  from  the 
city's  four  million  cooking  fires,  and  the 
few  remaining  figures  —  pan  and  tobac- 
co sellers,  a  few  ricksha  drivers  doubling 
as  pimps  and  pushers  —  faded  into  the 
acrid  smoke.  The  Spartacus  guide  had 
listed  this  as  a  beat,  but  I'd  given  up 
cruising  the  area  some  nights  back.  Now 
all  I  wanted  was  to  make  it  safely  back 
to  my  hotel  in  Sudder  Street,  a  block 
away. 

It  wasn't  that  sex  wasn't  available. 
The  occasional  hotel  boy  was  always 
hanging  around,  coming  into  my  room 
unannounced  and  looking  quite  deject- 
ed (because  of  the  money  they'd  miss?) 
when  I  made  it  clear  I  didn't  want  their 
services  and  asked  them  to  leave.  It 
would  have  been  a  simple  matter  to  tell 
a  ricksha-driver-cum-pimp  ("You  want 
girl?  Nice,  clean  student  girl?  We  go?") 
that  a  boy  would  be  better.  For  a  price, 
sex  was  very  much  available,  and  in 
Calcutta,  where  tens  of  thousands  are 
born,  live  and  die  in  huts  crowding  onto 
the  sidewalks,  a  pittance  can  buy 
anything. 

I  hadn't  completely  recovered  from  a 
sight  earlier  that  day.  Outside  the 
Southern  Railway  Booking  Office  on 
the  Esplanade  a  Japanese  tourist  was 
throwing  coins  in  the  air,  smiling,  look- 
ing spaced-out,  as  fifty  beggars, 
shoeshine  boys  and  coconut  sellers 
scrambled  and  fought  for  the  five  and 
ten  paisa  coins.  There  is  misery  in  living 
and  cooking  on  the  footpath  and  queue- 
ing  for  washing  and  drinking  water  at 
broken  water  mains  but  that  sight  was 
utter  degradation  —  and  a  sickening 
exploitation  that  made  the  back  of  my 
neck  tingle  with  anger  and  shame.  To 
pay  a  boy  for  sex,  I  felt,  would  have 
been  like  throwing  those  coins  —  ob- 
taining pleasure  from  somebody  else's 
misery,  degrading  us  both  in  the  process 
—  me  because  I  exploited,  the  boy 
because  his  smooth,  lithe  body  was  his 
sole  commodity.  For  him  there  would  be 
no  choice  —  not  as  we  understand  the 
term. 

I  avoided  the  ricksha  drivers  and 
turned  off  Chowringhee  into  Sudder 
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xplores  a  time  and  place  "where  'gay'  might  never  have  a  chance  to  be  born" 

u  NewYear  's  1981 


Street.  For  more  than  a  hundred  metres 
it  was  completely  deserted,  the  sidewalk 
people  I  passed  every  day  here  near  the 
Indian  Museum  now  asleep  in  their 
huts.  I  began  feeling  apprehensive  in  the 
smoky  gloom  and  quickened  my  pace, 
but  felt  relieved  when  a  car  approached. 
Somehow  its  presence  made  me  feel 
safer. 

But  the  car,  one  of  those  ubiquitous 
Morris  Oxfords  the  Indians  call  Ambas- 
sadors, slowed  and  kept  pace  with  me. 
Unlike  most  Ambassadors,  its  paint 
work  was  undamaged  and  actually 
shone  clean  in  the  light  of  a  street  lamp. 
It  became  obvious  that  the  guy  was 
cruising  me,  but  in  my  mood  I  was 
largely  uninterested.  I  shook  my  head 
and  waved  him  away.  He  kept  coming.  I 
could  see  him  now,  in  his  mid-twenties, 
quite  unlike  the  lean,  grimy  street  boys, 
elegantly  dressed  in  a  dinner  jacket  and 
a  cravat,  and  with  a  perfectly  trimmed 
moustache. 

His  wealth  —  by  Indian  standards  — 
was  strangely  reassuring,  and  my  curios- 
ity grew  until  I  found  myself  rational- 
izing that  at  least  he  was  less  likely  to 
have  the  clap  than  a  street  boy  or  a 
sidewalk  pickup.  I  stopped,  he  unlocked 
the  door  and  I  got  in.  His  casual  man- 
ner made  me  feel  he  was  quite  an  experi- 
enced cruiser  and  his  intro-spiel,  in  ex- 
cellent English,  was  well-honed:  "It's 
New  Year's  Eve  and  I  thought  I  would 
try  and  find  someone  to  spend  it  with.  I 
hope  we  can  become  more  than 
friends...." 

My  motives  for  getting  into  his  car 
were  more  than  sexual.  For  days  I'd 
been  trying  to  track  down  the  address  of 
a  Calcutta  gay  publication,  Gay  Scene, 
listed  in  Spartacus.  No  newsagent 
stocked  the  magazine  —  not  unexpected 
when  Spartacus  begins  its  section  on 
India  with,  "Homosexuality  is  com- 
pletely illegal  and  it  is  dangerous  to  be 
too  obvious  in  public."  Perhaps  this 
dashing  young  Indian  man,  in  what 
turned  out  to  be  his  father's  car,  could 
lead  me  to  the  Calcutta  gay  scene.  We 
exchanged  banalities  and  he  suggested 
that  we  see  in  the  New  Year  on  Park 
Street  —  about  the  only  place  where 
people  were  still  in  evidence  at  this  time 
of  night. 

Although  I  wasn't  particularly  well- 
dressed,  my  skin  colour  elicited 
"Sahib"  and  a  bow  at  the  Park  Hotel 
coffee  lounge,  while  a  turbanned  Indian 
behind  us  was  evicted  for  some  reason 
by  the  bouncer.  (All  ritzy  Indian  estab- 


lishments have  signs  saying,  "Rights  of 
Entry  Reserved,"  which  translated 
means  no  beggars  or  working-class 
Indians  allowed.)  A  group  of  well-to-do 
young  men  approached  us,  all  smiling 
and  hugging  each  other  like  bands  of 
young  men  do  everywhere  in  India,  and 
I  thought  that  at  last  I'd  found  a  gay 
meeting  place.  But  although  they  were 
friends  of  Ashok,  my  new  acquain- 
tance, he  soon  became  uneasy,  and  after 
introductions  and  the  requisite  pleasan- 
tries for  tourists  meeting  Indians,  he 
said  we  had  to  leave.  It  was  only  fifteen 
minutes  later,  parked  in  a  relatively 
deserted  street  in  the  centre  of  town, 
that  I  realized  I  wouldn't  be  finding  any 
Calcutta  "scene"  that  night. 

It  was  only  then  that  we  formally 
established  we  were  both  gay,  which 
relieved  Ashok;  he  asked  me  how  I  had 
known  he  was  gay.  Suddenly  what  I  had 
thought  was  a  dashing  young  man  of 
the  world  was  revealed  as  relatively 
naive  —  although  not  as  naive,  I 
gathered,  as  most  Indian  men  of  his 
age.  Rather  dazed  at  the  basic  nature  of 
what  I  found  myself  saying,  I  explained 
that  generally  only  homosexuals  cruised 
other  men  the  way  he  had,  and  that  his 
"I  hope  we  can  become  more  than 
friends"  had  clinched  it. 

At  25,  Ashok  was  an  executive  in  his 
father's  tea  exporting  firm  and,  like  all 
respectable  Indian  men  his  age,  was 
engaged  to  be  married.  He  knew  no 
other  Indian  homosexuals  (his  friends  in 
the  cafe  had  definitely  not  been  gay) 
and  he  had  only  had  sex  with  Caucasian 
tourists  —  to  be  precise,  with  an 
American  involved  in  his  father's  busi- 
ness. In  fact,  tonight  was  the  first  time 
he  had  cruised,  and  he  was  surprised  to 
learn  the  practice  was  common.  He  had 
simply  gone  to  Sudder  Street  because, 
with  its  numerous  hotels,  it  was  the  cen- 
tral residence  for  Caucasian  tourists.  I 
sat  silently  wondering  at  how  geography 
(a  street)  and  technology  (a  car  and  a 
streetlamp)  can  determine  aspects  of  gay 
behaviour  across  cultural  boundaries. 

For  me,  the  whole  experience  was 
totally  unreal,  as  though  my  mind  was 
in  neutral  and  I  was  simply  observing 
everything  without  actually  participa- 
ting. Ashok  lived  with  his  parents,  so 
couldn't  take  me  home,  yet  he  declined 
an  offer  to  come  back  to  my  hotel 
room;  Sudder  Street  is  also  the  centre  of 
Calcutta's  red-light  district,  and  if  his 
car,  or  rather  his  father's  car,  should  be 
seen  stopped  there  the  consequences 


could  be  disastrous.  So  the  new-model 
Ambassador,  parked  in  a  truck  zone 
near  the  Hooghly  River  wharves,  with 
pockets  of  labourers  warming  them- 
selves by  coke  fires  on  all  sides,  became 
our  locus  operationis. 

Two  men  in  a  car  in  a  relatively  lonely 
Calcutta  street  is  nothing  untoward; 
sexual  segregation  in  India  is  extreme 
and  men  often  express  physical  affec- 
tion for  each  other.  A  man  and  a 
woman  alone  would  elicit  moral  out- 
rage. But  even  so,  Indian  men's  physical 
contact  is  ruled  by  the  ethic  of  "this  far, 
but  no  farther."  We  had  to  avoid  being 
seen  in  too  compromising  a  position  by 
the  drivers  and  labourers  who  periodic- 
ally walked  by. 

2:00AM, 

walking  along  Sudder  Street  again 
towards  my  hotel,  pervaded  by  an  utter 
sense  of  unreality  that  numbed  me  to 
the  coldness  of  the  night  and  the 
actuality  of  human  existence  in  this  city. 
I  had  left  Ashok  almost  without  a  word, 
with  no  apparent  expectation  or  wish  on 
his  part  to  see  me  ever  again.  It  had 
been  purely  a  physical  release,  an  ease 
of  mental  tension.  Ashok  saw  his  life 
almost  solely  in  terms  of  his  family  and 
his  forthcoming  marriage.  Tonight  had 
happened,  but  as  far  as  I  could  tell  it 
had  no  place  in  the  broader  context  of 
his  life.  He  said  there  would  be  other 
nights  like  tonight,  but  I  couldn't  help 
feeling  that  they  would  be  non-events, 
remaining  utterly  separate  from  the 
social  order  and  expectations  that 
framed  his  life,  that  were,  for  him, 
reality. 

At  home  in  Australia  I  would  have 
been  incensed  that  a  culture  could  erect 
such  insurmountable  barriers  —  barriers 
not  only  to  mutually  supportive  homo- 
sexual relationships,  but  even  to  homo- 
sexuals acknowledging  the  reality  of 
their  own  experience.  The  anger  I  have 
felt  at  the  injustice  and  misery  produced 
by  Australia's  culture  and  institutions 
should  have  flowed  over  into  this  new 
situation.  But  it  didn't.  It  was  as  if  all 
my  attitudes,  my  political  analyses  and 
my  gut  intuitions  were  utterly  useless. 
Even  the  word  gay  lost  its  meaning  in  a 
situation  where  a  homosexual  man 
seemed  almost  wholly  to  identify  his  life 
with  heterosexual  marriage  and  family. 

Ashok  had  emptied  me  of  certainty 


—  about  politics,  even  about  myself.  As 
I  tried  to  grasp  what  it  was  to  be  in  his 
situation,  I  felt  my  "gayness"  slipping 
off  into  some  sort  of  cultural  void. 
There  was  simply  no  space  for  homo- 
sexuality in  the  Indian  culture  I  had  so 
far  met,  and  so  in  fact  it  didn't  exist. 
Homoerotic  impulses  may  have  sur- 
faced and  sought  fulfillment,  but  they 
had  never  been  able  to  gell  or  crystalize 
into  anything  more.  I  became  acutely 
aware  of  the  historical  uniqueness  of 
"Western  gay  man"  as  I  saw  the  truth 
that  we  are  not  everywhere  and  we  have 
not  always  existed.  Identity,  like  the 
social  forms  that  mould  and  support  it, 
is  a  historical  variable.  Gay  had  a  birth 
in  time  and  space,  and  in  Calcutta  I  saw 
that  in  particular  places  at  certain  times 
it  might  never  have  a  chance  to  be  born. 

Where  the  family  is  unchallenged, 
where  marriage  is  arranged,  where  class 
ties  define  absolutely  all  social  standing, 
where  there  is  no  space  outside  this 
heterosexually  defined  world,  gay  can- 
not exist  —  not  even  in  the  privacy  of  a 
homoerotically  inclined  person's  mind. 

For  the  first  time  I  felt  at  a  gut  level 
that  gay  is  a  creation  that  we  ourselves 
have  moulded,  and  I  saw  why  coming 
out  is  so  important.  It  isn't  simply  liber- 
ating one's  gayness,  it's  the  formation 
of  it. 

An  old  man  huddled  by  a  fire  at  the 
Salvation  Army  end  of  the  Indian 
Museum,  coughing  viciously  and  draw- 
ing a  tubercular  echo  from  every  third 
or  fourth  hut.  I  was  never  able  to  bring 
myself  to  walk  on  that  side  of  Sudder 
Street.  I  couldn't  bear  the  scrutiny  of 
those  eyes.  My  mind  resisted  any  identi- 
fication with  the  unbearablenessxjf  their 
situation.  Being  gay  would  mean  even 
less  for  any  of  these  people  than  for 
Ashok.  Gay  assertion,  gay  pride,  gay 
rights,  gay  liberation  can  only  be  the 
concern  of  the  well-fed  and  the  materi- 
ally secure.  For  two  thirds  of  the 
world's  people  food,  survival  and  a 
barely  human  standard  of  living  have  to 
be  the  priorities.  My  concerns  and  aspir- 
ations seemed  as  nothing.  I  tried  but 
could  not  resist  the  growing  sense  that 
my  homosexuality  was  unimportant 
here. 

"Mere  icing  on  the  cake,"  I  caught 
myself  thinking  as  I  sat  on  the  side  of 
my  hotel  bed.  I  knew  that  as  an  absolute 
statement  the  thought  was  false,  but  the 
significant  clement  of  truth  in  it  kept  me 
awake  until  the  first  winter  dawn  of  the 
new  ycar.Q 
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592     Sherbourne    Street 
TORONTO 

Comfortable   Accommodations    at   Affordable  Prices 
for    Reservations    and    Information    phone 

(416)^921-3142 
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AT  THE  SELBY 


featuring  the  LONG  BAR, 
ra  ^  CHUCK  WAGON  Restaur ai 

and  the  SALOON 

■ — 'Wan 


£&§ 

•  .■■:«■.•.; 

la 

;.',v"'.': 

IL 


H 

ill 

i 
'is 

isS 

SiS; 


-" 


&5! 


<< 


\ 

D 


BUDDY  NIGHTS"  at  the  CHUCK  WAGON . . 

You  eat  for  the  Regular  Price 

and  Your  Friend  pays  ONLY  $2.00 
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FISH'n'CHIPS ...  All  you  can  eat  from  5p.m.  to  10p.m. 


Amateur  MALE   STRIPPER  Extravaganza -PRIZES 
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AFTERNOON  DELIGHT. ..  250  Hot  Dogs 

with  our  Special  Draft 
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TEA  DANCE  from  4p.m.  to  10pm. 


D.J.    spins   the    music    THURSDAY   through    SATURDAY    nights 
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"/'m  as  decadent  as  anyone  I  know, 
and  as  disciplined  as  I  need  to  be. 
I  want  it  all." 

—  David  Sereda,  the  morning 
after  a  night  on  the  town 

David  Sereda  is  a  hustler,  but 
this  isn't  a  story  about  a 
kid  who  works  the  streets. 
Sure  he's  cute  and  looks 
about  seventeen,  but  that's 
not  what  Sereda  has  for  sale.  A  big 
resonant  voice,  some  sure  musical  tal- 
ent, a  pocketful  of  his  own  songs  and 
lots  of  determination  are  the  raw  mater- 
ial for  the  national  recognition  this 
young  singer /songwriter  obviously 
wants.  And  if  the  reactions  of  his  audi- 
ences are  any  indication,  the  guy's  got  a 
damn  good  chance  of  getting  it. 

Originally  from  Edmonton,  David 
Sereda  has  been  living  these  last  couple 
of  years  in  Vancouver,  where  he's  built 
a  solid  reputation  as  a  dynamic  per- 
former and  a  young  gay  man  with  some- 
thing to  say  about  a  number  of  social 
and  personal  issues.  I  first  heard  David 
perform  on  November  19,  when  he  all 
but  stole  the  show  at  a  benefit  concert 
for  the  Gay  Counselling  Centre  at  Tor- 
onto's ratty,  half-renovated  Music  Hall 
on  The  Danforth.  Opening  for  the 
almost-all-girl  rock  band  Mama  Quilla 
II,  David  strolled  onto  the  huge  dark 
stage,  a  tiny  figure  in  a  big  space,  and 
began  to  snap  his  fingers.  With  perfect 
timing  he  launched  into  an  original  a 
cappella  number  with  a  voice  that  filled 
the  theatre  with  ease  and  put  the  aud- 
ience in  the  palm  of  his  hand.  The  fol- 
lowing evening  he  entertained  about  fif- 
ty of  us  at  an  informal  concert  for  the 
Gays  at  U  of  T  group  at  Hart  House  on 
the  University  of  Toronto  campus. 

Sereda  has  a  big  voice  with  a  good 
range,  and  is  capable  of  an  amazing 
variety  of  singing  styles,  from  pop,  jazz 
and  blues  to  folk  and  gospel.  Indeed  we 
heard  it  all  in  one  short  set.  Aside  from 
singing  a  cappella  he  also  accompanies 
himself  on  dulcimer  and  piano  with  a 
competent  and  steady  hand.  The  biggest 
treat  of  the  evening  was  an  Acadian 
adaptation  of  Swing  Low,  Sweet  Char- 
iot sung  to  unusual  accompaniment  — 
the  rhythmical  clatter  of  a  traditional 
jigeur,  a  little,  wooden,  puppet-like  man 
whose  feet  tap  dance  on  a  board  boun- 
cing between  Sereda's  legs.  I  thought  the 
whole  thing  was  pretty  corny  when  he 
started,  but  by  the  time  he  got  into  it,  I 
found  myself  loving  it. 

David  says  he  writes  songs  about 
things  that  are  important  to  him,  and 
generally  one  believes  him.  His  The 
Dreamland  Is  Gone  is  a  lament  directed 
at  the  business  tycoons  who  tear  down 
everything  in  their  path,  including  build- 
ings like  Edmonton's  Dreamland  Thea- 
tre that  house  our  less  than  formal  cul- 
tural heritage,  to  make  way  for  the  steel 
and  concrete  of  urban  progress. 

Sereda's  material  works  best  when  it's 
upbeat,  either  fun  or  defiant.  When  he 
gets  heavy,  there's  a  sentimental  quality 
that  jars.  His  song  Sweet,  which  puts 
lyrics  to  a  Chopin  waltz,  is  at  best 
clever.  I  don't  think  it  works  —  at  all. 
The  fast  moving  Underage  Blues  rages 
at  the  senselessness  of  age-of-consent 
laws  that  allow  straights  to  have  sex  at 
18  while  we're  supposed  to  wait  until 
we're  21.  "According  to  the  law,  this 
flight  plan  is  illegal."  Mark  is  a  poign- 
ant love  song  that  prompts  David  to 
comment  to  the  audience,  "If  you're 
not  gay,  you  can  change  the  pronouns. 
We've  been  doing  it  for  years." 

• 
David  Sereda  obviously  loves  to  per- 
form, and  radiates  an  infectious  con- 
fidence both  on  stage  and  off  that  may 


in  fact  be  his  greatest  asset.  We  met  for 
coffee  at  a  donut  shop  around  the  cor- 
ner from  The  Body  Politic  office  on 
Saturday  morning  so  he  could  fill  in 
some  details  of  his  life  and  ambitions 
for  this  piece. 

David  grew  up  in  Edmonton  in  a 
Ukrainian  family,  exposed  to  traditional 
music;  he  remembers  making  songs  out 
of  the  thoughts  in  his  head  as  a  child. 
As  an  adolescent  he  studied  classical 
piano  and  wrote  songs  influenced  by  the 
pop  music  of  AM  radio.  During  high 
school  he  became  interested  in  the  thea- 
tre, and  by  the  time  he  was  ready  to  go 
to  university  he  had  decided  to  study 
acting  in  the  fine  arts  department  at  the 
University  of  Alberta.  After  a  year  there 
he  was  accepted  as  one  of  thirteen 
young  apprentices  for  a  new  acting  pro- 
gramme at  the  Vancouver  Playhouse. 

So,  at  18,  he  moved  to  Vancouver  for 
two  years  of  acting  studies.  David's 
little-boy  looks  landed  him  his  first  pro- 
fessional acting  job  as  Dr  Doolittle's 
assistant  in  a  musical  production  for 


young  people,  but  this  same  quality  left 
him  typecast  in  "boy"  parts,  and  he 
found  it  difficult  to  get  the  variety  of 
work  that's  so  important  for  a  young 
actor. 

In  1977  he  returned  to  Edmonton, 
where  he  became  involved  with  a  group 
of  actors /poets /singers  who  were  co- 
operatively producing  evenings  of  song 
and  readings  of  poetry.  David  isolates 
this  as  a  real  turning  point  in  his  life.  He 
experienced  a  combination  of  music  and 
theatre  that  suited  his  talents,  and  in- 
troduced him  to  the  idea  of  alternative 
production  that  has  been  a  constant  in 
his  work  to  date.  This  experience 
prompted  him  to  set  up  a  series  of  lunch 
hour  concerts  at  Latitude  53,  an  artists' 
space  in  Edmonton,  where  he  quickly 
learned  the  importance  of  promotion 
and  publicity. 

During  1978  and  1979  he  began  to 
write  more  of  his  own  songs  and  to  per- 
form more  frequently  on  the  coffee- 
house network  around  Edmonton.  In 
the  spring  of  1979  he  organized  a  con- 
cert tour  of  several  western  cities  for 
himself  and  found  an  enthusiastic  res- 
ponse wherever  he  went.  David  Sereda 
was  off  and  running  as  a  singer. 

Shortly  after  this,  David  moved  back 
to  Vancouver,  and  it's  been  his  base  of 
operation  since  then.  The  city,  David 
says,  has  a  very  healthy  alternative 
music  scene  which  he  finds  both  sup- 
portive and  stimulating.  Earlier  in  Nov- 
ember David,  along  with  Connie  Kaldor, 
Ferron,  Heather  Bishop,  Pied  Pear, 


String  Band  and  Bim,  filled  the 
2,500-seat  Orpheum  Theatre. 

David's  major  project  this  year  has 
been  the  production  of  his  recently 
released  first  album,  Chivalry  Lives, 
which  includes  both  live  and  studio- 
recorded  songs.  With  little  faith  in  the 
commercial  recording  industry,  David 
chose  to  produce  the  record  on  his  own 
label,  Rocky  Wednesday  Records,  and 
to  finance  it  himself  with  the  help  of 
numerous  friends  and  an  agressive  cam- 
paign for  advance  sales.  David  will  also 
be  his  own  distributor. 

When  asked  about  the  label  of  "gay" 
singer  and  the  problems  that  tag  might 
present  for  attaining  a  wider  commer- 
cial success,  David  responded  with  the 
usual  and  very  understandable  demand 
that  he  be  accepted  as  an  artist  first  and 
anything  else  after  that.  He  writes  his 
songs  because  he  has  something  to  say 
that  is  important  to  him  as  an  individ- 
ual, not  because  he  wants  to  make  ab- 
stract political  statements.  At  the  same 
time,  he  feels  there  is  a  significant  aud- 
ience of  politically  aware  people  out 
there  who  can  accept  him  as  a  singer 
who  also  happens  to  be  an  upfront  gay 
man. 

So  far,  he's  managed  to  come  a  fair 
way  as  both.  I'm  looking  forward  to 
hearing  from  David  Sereda  and  his  little 
wooden  man  in  the  near  future.  They're 
quite  a  show.D 

David  Sereda 's  first  album  is  available  from: 
Rocky  Wednesday  Records,  5502  Wales  St. 
Vancouver,  He  i  5fi  1M8. 
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GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TORONTO 
FOR  JANUARY  AND 
FEBRUARY  1982 


Art 


□Colour  Xerography:  7  Approaches. 

Exhibition  of  contemporary  images 
created  with  a  new  technological  tool.  A 
look  at  how  7  artists  employ  or  incor- 
porate colour  xerography  in  their  work. 
Includes  Dave  Anderson,  William 
Deacon,  Jennifer  Dickson,  Tracy 
Douglas,  Kelly  McCallum,  George 
Whiteside,  as  well  as  Ottawa  artist 
Evergon.  Perhaps  the  first  xerox  artist 
in  Canada,  Evergon  photographs  the 
human  form  on  a  life-size,  glass- 
bottomed  structure,  from  a  point  of 
view  almost  from  the  inside  of  the  xerox 
machine  itself.  Gallery  Quan,  112 
Scollard  St.  968-7822.  Through  Jan  2. 


Kate  Clinton:  "fumerist"  making  light  at 
Innis  Town  Hall,  Jan  22.  See  Stage 


Music 


Mama  Quilla  II.  This  woman's  rock 
band  provides  the  music  at  the  Broad- 
side I Womynly  Way  Benefit  Bash  on 
New  Year's  Eve.  Licensed  dance.  $15 
ticket  includes  buffet.  Don't  miss  it  — 
rumoured  to  be  one  of  the  group's  last 
appearances.  Thurs,  Dec  31. 
□Mercer  Union  Benefit.  Music  by  the 
up-and-coming  Toronto  rock  groups 
TBA  and  The  Government.  At  Mercer 
Union's  new  location,  333  Adelaide  St 
W,  fifth  floor.  $5  tickets  at  door.  10 
pm-4  am.  New  Year's  Eve,  Dec  31. 
□The  Cee  Dees.  Modern  post-New 
Wave  rock  band  from  Peterborough. 
The  Lower  East  Side,  Hotel  Isabella, 
556  Sherbourne  St.  921-4167.  Wed,  Jan 
20. 

□Peter  Allen.  The 

singer  retujn^flfglJjQJJjSjWTOorn  for 

Royal  York 
Front  St  W.  368-2511. 


TV/Radio 


□Women's  Music  by  Sound  Women. 

Programme  of  alternative  and  main- 
stream music  by  women  performers, 
along  with  public  service  announce- 
ments for  the  women's  community.  11 
am-noon,  Sundays.  CKLN-FM,  102.9. 
(With  Roger's  Cable  outside  of  Ryer- 
son.)  For  psa  listings  and  info,  call  Lyne 
597-0723  (days)  or  Shelley  531-1339 
(eves). 

□  Love,  Sidney.  The  controversial  TV 
series  with  Tony  Randall  playing  a  lone- 
ly, middle-aged  homosexual  who  adopts 
an  actress  and  her  illegitimate  child. 
Laundered  of  a  sex  life,  but  the  show 
has  its  poignant  moments.  Wednesdays 
at  9:30  pm  on  NBC-TV  (channels  2 
and  8). 


Stage 


□  Half  Human,  Half  Heartache.  A 

return  of  the  Clichettes'  anti-nostalgic 
musical  about  the  early  Sixties,  especial- 
ly the  adventures  of  three  singing 
women  from  outer  space  who  discover 
fishnet  stockings  and  the  world  of 
dating.  Old  Angelo's.  45  Elm  St.  Start- 
ing Dec  31  for  an  indefinite  run.  Mon- 
Fri,  8:30  pm,  Sat,  8  and  10:30  pm. 
597-0155. 

□  Kate  Clinton:  Making  Light. 
Fumerist  (feminist  plus  humourist)  Kate 
Clinton  performs  stand-up  feminist 
humour.  She  fumes,  makes  light  and 
exposes  the  oppression  of  women.  Innis 
College  Town  Hall,  8  pm.  $5  in  advance 
at  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  and 
SCM  Bookroom,  $6  at  door.  Childcare 
available.  Wheelchair-accessible,  inter- 
preted for  the  hearing  impaired.  A 
Womynly  Way  Production.  Fri,  Jan  22. 

□  Les  Ballets  Jazz.  A  return  engage- 
ment of  one  of  the  more  spirited  dance 
companies  in  the  country.  Ryerson 
Theatre,  43  Gerrard  St  E.  Jan  19-23, 

8  pm.  595-5088. 

□The  Saga  of  the  Wet  Hens  (La  Saga 
des  Poules  Mouillees).  The  English- 
language  adaptation  of  the  play  by 
Quebec  lesbian  playwright  Jovette  Mar- 
chessault  about  four  Quebec  women 
writers.  Praised  by  TBP  during  the 
Toronto  Theatre  Festival,  the  play  again 
features  one  of  the  stars  of  that  French 
version,  Monique  Mercure.  Tarragon 
Theatre,  30  Bridgeman  Avenue.  Opens 
Feb  18,  Tues-Sun.  536-5018. 

□  P.S.  Your  Cat  is  Dead!  Playwright 
James  Kirkwood,  who  went  on  to  write 
A  Chorus  Line,  here  presents  a  play 
that  effectively  combines  burglary  and 
homosexuality  —  an  interesting  com- 
bination. Through  Jan  2,  Tues-Sat,  8:30 
pm;  Sun,  3  pm.  Alumnae  Theatre,  70 
Berkeley  St.  364-4170. 

□  Oliver  Button  is  a  Sissy.  A  production 
by  the  National  Tap  Dance  Company  of 
Canada  about  the  trials  and  triumphs  of 
a  boy  who  has  only  one  great  ambition 
—  to  be  a  tapdancer.  Billed  as  "a  show 
for  anyone  who  has  ever  been  called  dif- 
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A  champagne  guide  to 

the  delights  of  New  Year's  Eve 

See  in  the  New  Year  with  a  look  back  to  the  Sixties  with  the  Clichettes  (above), 
who  return  to  Toronto  New  Year's  Eve  for  an  indefinite  run  of  their  anti-nostalgic 
musical  Half  Human,  Half  Heartache.  At  Old  Angelo's  (see  Stage). 

If  you  'd  rather  dance  the  old  year  out  to  some  of  the  city 's  top  rock-music 
makers,  you  have  two  benefit  parties  to  choose  from.  The  Mercer  Union  Benefit  (at 
their  new  gallery  space  on  the  fifth  floor  at  333  Adelaide  St  W)  features  The 
Government  and  TBA .  There 's  also  the  Broadside/Womynly  Way  Benefit  Bash  at 
80  Winchester  St,  offering  the  music  of  Mama  Quilla  II  (see  Music). 

Dignity/Toronto  is  just  one  of  three  organizations  with  parties  or  dances  slated 
for  the  evening  of  December  31.  For  more  info  call  960-3997.  The  MCC  plans  a 
licensed  dance  at  730  Bathurst  St  (9  pm  to  1  am).  Buy  tickets  in  advance  at  MCC. 
GEM  Gay  Equality  Mississauga  is  hosting  a  special  New  Year's  dance  at  the 
Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd,  Mississauga,  at  8:30  pm.  GEM  is  offering  a 
free  drink  ticket,  large  buffet  and  free  champagne  at  midnight  ($7.50  tickets 
available  in  advance). 

Of  course,  there  'II  be  countless  small  private  parties  whose  invitation  lists  are 
only  open  to  a  select  few;  we  wouldn  't  dream  of  telling  you  about  them.  But  we  did 
find  out  what  all  the  bars  and  clubs  are  doing,  for  the  guidance  of  the  many 
celebrants  looking  for  further  drug-drunk  adventures: 

Every  bar  and  club  in  town  will  be  open  (they'd  be  crazy  not  to  be!).  It's 
business  as  usual  at  the  St  Charles,  the  Parkside  and  the  Quest  (in  keeping  with 
their  unbroken  record  of  minimal  service).  Buddy's,  the  Barn  and  Les  Cavaliers 
will  be  open  regular  hours  with  some  festive  extras;  no  cover.  Both  18  East  and 
Boots  will  be  hosting  a  New  Year's  Eve  party  at  no  extra  charge,  while  the  Albany 
plans  a  Gala  for  $8  —  buffet,  door  prizes,  champagne  and  complimentary  poppers 
included.  The  Cameo  Club  for  women  also  plans  a  special  party  for  $25  a  person 
—  free  drink,  full  buffet,  door  prizes  and  the  usual  trimmings  included.  For  those 
wishing  more  than  a  buffet  for  New  Year's,  both  KT's  and  Together  have  made 
provisions  for  a  special  dinner  with  champagne:  $20  per  person  at  KT's  and  $50 
per  couple  at  Together.  Stages  is  scheming  for  another  one  of  its  big  bashes  — 
this  one  happily  coincides  with  Stages' s  fourth  anniversary.  Always  a  crowd 
pleaser:  watch  for  more  details  and  get  tickets  early. 

Happy  New  Year  from  Out  in  the  City! 


ferent."  William  Orlowski  and  Glen 
Kotyk  alternate  in  the  leading  role,  with 
taped  narration  by  Hermione  Gingold. 
Through  Dec  30.  Evenings  at  8:30  pm, 
matinee  Dec  28  and  30  at  2:30  pm. 
Town  Hall,  St  Lawrence  Centre,  27 
Front  St  E.  366-7723. 

1  'Impromptu  d'Outremont.  Michel 
Tremblay's  witty  exposure  of  the 
bourgeoisie  in  French  Canada.  This 
production  is  in  the  original  French. 
Theatre  du  p'tit  bonheur,  Adelaide 
Court,  57  Adelaide  St  E.  Opens  Jan  21. 
Evenings,  8  pm.  363-4977. 
□Union  Made.  A  history  of  the  union 
movement  in  Canada,  presented  by 
Mime  Company  Unlimited.  The  presen- 
tation concludes  with  comments  on  the 
state  of  unionism  today.  Harbourfront, 
York  Quay  Centre,  235  Queen's  Quay 
W.  Jan  21-24,  8  pm.  869-8412. 

□  Piaf  —  Her  Songs,  Her  Loves.  A 
music-and-drama  show  starring  the 
wonderful  Kathy  Michael  McGlynn  as 
Edith  Piaf,  whose  songs  and  emotional- 
ism won  the  hearts  of  many.  Mon-Sat,  6 
pm.  The  Ports  Dinner  Theatre,  1 145 
Yonge  St.  961-7678.-  Unlimited  run. 

□  Let  My  People  Come.  A  musical 
about  sex,  including  some  lesbian  and 
gay  material.  Basin  St  Cabaret,  180 
Queen  St  W.  Mon-Thurs,  9  pm;  Fri-Sat, 
8  and  11  pm.  598-3013.  Unlimited  run. 

Evergon:  Colour  Xerography  in  a  group  show 
at  Gallery  Quart  through  Jan  2.  See  Art 
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Michel  Tremblay:  L  'Impromptu  d'Outremont 
at  Adelaide  Court  from  Jan  21.  See  Stage 

Cinema 

Current 

□  Making  Love.  Dir:  Arthur  Hiller. 
With:  Michael  Ontkean,  Harry  Hamlin. 
A  man  leaves  his  wife  for  another  man. 
Making  Love,  from  the  director  of  Love 
Story,  promises  it  will  be  Hollywood's 
boldest  step  forward  into  the  territory 
of  romantic  triangles.  Producer  Dan 
Melnick  claims  a  "social  responsibility 
to  present  gay  role  models  who  are  not 
perverts,"  while  Vito  Russo  in  Gay 
News  intimates  this  could  be  the 
Gentlemen 's  Agreement  of  gay  libera- 
tion. Yet  Barry  Sandler  has  said  of  his 
screenplay's  one  "explicit"  love  scene 
that  "if  they  run  screaming  from  the 
theatres  in  Omaha  we  can  always  cut 
it."  We  anxiously  await  the  outcome. 
Opens  Feb  12.  Theatre  to  be  announced. 

Repertory 

□The  Rubber  Gun  (1977).  Dir:  Allan 
Moyle.  With:  Stephen  Lack,  Allan 
Moyle.  Ostensibly  about  a  doomed  drug 
heist,  this  is  one  of  the  best  Canadian 
features  of  the  last  decade.  A  sociology 
student  (Moyle,  the  director)  writes  his 
thesis  on  the  homosexuals  and  other 
outsiders  of  Montreal's  west  end,  and 
finds  his  objective  study  only  denigrates 
its  living  subjects  as  social  curiosities. 
Jan  5,  7  pm,  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor 
West,  $2.  532-6677. 

□  P4W:  Prison  for  Women  (1981).  Dir: 
Holly  Dale  and  Janis  Cole.  Five  women 
doing  time  at  Kingston  Pen,  the  only 
prison  for  women  in  the  country,  al- 
lowed a  film  crew  to  record  the  stories 
of  their  lives,  their  dead-end  existence  in 
prison,  and  the  need  for  reform  there. 
The  inmates'  very  real  wit  and  tenacity 
transform  this  sensationalisitic  shot  in 
the  head  into  a  compassionate  plea.  Jan 
6,  9:30  pm,  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor 
West,  $2.  532-6677. 

□Salyricon  (1969).  Dir:  Federico 
Fellini.  Fellini  has  described  this  hallu- 
cinogenic epic  of  eroticism  and  physical 
power  in  Imperial  Rome  as  science  fic- 
tion. But  as  a  complex  psychological 
allegory,  it  is  really  a  documentary  of 
the  legendary  director  at  his  most 
hysterical.  Jan  7  at  7  pm,  Bloor 
Cinema,  506  Bloor  West,  $2.  532-6677. 


□The  Ritz  (1976).  Dir:  Richard  Lester. 
With:  Rita  Moreno.  Okay,  it's  this 
farce,  like,  about  this  guy  who's  run- 
ning away  from  the  Mafia,  right?  So  he 
ducks  into  this  place  that  turns  out  to 
be,  like,  a  gay  bathhouse,  and  the  joke 
is,  uhm,  that  there's  all  these  fags 
screamin'  around  inside.  It's  kinda  fun- 
ny like  La  Cage  aux  Folles  is,  like  you 
don't  know  if  you're  supposed  to  laugh 
or  what,  you  know?  Jan  9,  MCC  Movie 
Nite,  730  Bathurst  St,  532-2233. 

□  Outrageous!  Dir:  Richard  Benner. 
With:  Craig  Russell  and  Hollis  Mc- 
Laren. The  now-venerable  homo-movie 
that  parallels  the  life  of  a  drag  queen 
with  that  of  a  committed  schizophrenic. 
Hmm.  Oh  well,  Craig  Russell's  strong 
and  fun  and  there's  some  interesting 
footage  of  Toronto's  Front  Street 
before  the  Royal  Bank  Tower  was  built. 
Jan  16,  7  pm.  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor 
West,  $2.  532-6677. 

□  Polyester  (1981).  Dir:  John  Waters. 
With:  Divine,  Tab  Hunter.  A  screaming 
scratch  'n'  sniff  extravaganza  set  in 
Baltimore  —  "Charm  City  USA"  — 
with  Tab  Hunter  looking  like  he's  spent 
the  last  ten  years  in  a  jar  of  for- 
maldehyde. Shameless.  Jan  16,  9:30 
pm,  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor  West,  $2. 
532-6677. 

□  Pixote.  Dir:  Hector  Babenco.  With: 
Fernando  Ramos  da  Silva,  Marilia  Pera. 
A  gang  of  adolescents  —  10-year-old 
Pixote,  a  drag  queen,  his  lover  and  a 
young  tough  —  turn  to  murder  and 
trafficking  in  order  to  survive,  in  this 
brutal  examination  of  the  Brazilian 
reform  schools'  failure  to  deal  with  the 
country's  3  million  abandoned  children. 
Jan  17,  7  pm,  Bloor  Cinema,  506  Bloor 
West,  $2.  532-6677. 

□The  Naked  Civil  Servant  (1977).  A 
surprisingly  sophisticated  made-for-TV 


"Can  I  bring  him  to  your  New  Year's  party?" 

Satyricon  at  Bloor  Cinema  —  but  not  til  Jan  7 

movie  based  on  the  autobiography  of 
Quentin  Crisp,  the  man  who  taught  us 
how  to  use  flamboyance  as  a  tool  for 
survival.  Feb  6,  MCC  Movie  Nite,  730 
Bathurst  St,  532-2333. 
□  Dressed  to  Kill  (1980).  Dir:  Brian 
DePalma.  With:  Angie  Dickenson, 
Michael  Caine.  Loosely  based  on 
Psycho,  this  is  all  about  a  transvestite 
who  murders  women.  Just  homophobia 
all  dressed  up  as  homage.  Feb  8,  7:30 
pm,  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's  Quay 
West,  $2.  869-8412. 


□  New  Hollywood  in  the  '70s  Series. 
For  a  film  series  concerning  the  rise  of 
the  New  Hollywood  in  the  Seventies, 
Harbourfront  has  assembled  a  collec- 
tion of  once  "hip"  youth-market 
movies  circa  1969-74.  In  retrospect,  they 
show  how  self-servingly  misogynistic 
this  brief  era  of  moviedom  was.  The 
dumb  chicks  of  Bob  Rafelson's  "impor- 
tant" King  of  Marvin  Gardens  (Jan  2) 
and  Five  Easy  Pieces  (Jan  4),  or  the 
women  who  defiantly  leave  their  mono- 
tonous domestic  lives  in  The  Rain 
People  (Feb  22)  and  Alice  Doesn't  Live 
Here  Anymore  (Feb  23)  always  end  up 
needing  the  support  of  a  grinning  stud's 
lap  by  the  end  of  the  picture.  Fittingly, 
the  least  insulting  depiction  of  women 
in  this  Socially  Relevant  period  is  in  the 
least  relevant  flick:  Martin  Scorsese's 
Boxcar  Bertha  (Feb  23),  a  Roger  Cor- 
man  vehicle  about  a  gang  of  female 
highway  gangsters  who  keep  dumb  men 
around  as  comic  sidekicks.  All  shows  at 
7:30  pm,  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's 
Quay  W.  $2.  869-8412. 


Restaurants/cafes 

Gay  management/gay-positive  ambience 

□The  Chuck  Wagon.  592  Sherbourne  St. 
921-3142.  Inexpensive  steak  and  chicken 
restaurant.  Salad  bar. 

□Crispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Empire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Restaurant  and  after-hours  cafe. 
□Fare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924.  Small 
neighbourhood  cafe. 

□The  Fat  Squirrel  Catering  Company.  18  Eastern 
Ave.  368-4040.  Informal,  reasonably  priced  home- 
cooked  meals. 

□Hugo's.  9  Imperial  St  (one  block  north  of 
Davisville  subway  stop).  487-9233.  Medium-priced 
French  restaurant. 

□Lipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-6655.  Cafe-bar 
with  informal  dining. 

□  Major  Roberts  Upstairs  and  Downstairs.  124  Har- 
bord  St.  968-7000.  Neighbourhood  bar  upstairs, 
dining  room  downstairs.  Inexpensive  lunches. 
□Neighbours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

□Pimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525.  English 
bistro  with  dinner  menu. 
□Truck  Stop  Diner.  126  Peter  St.  362-5905. 
Small,  casual  diner  open  late.  Arts  community    ■ 
meeting  place.  Moderately  priced  simple  menu 


Bars 


□The  Albany  Tavern.  158  King  St  W.  861-1155 
Large  lounge,  beverage  room  and  patio. 
□The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Leather  and 
western,  casual  stand-up  bar  and  disco 
□Boots  at  the  Selby.  592  Sherbourne  St 
921-3142  Beverage  room  (The  Saloon),  large 
lounge  (The  Long  Bar)  and  upstairs  piano  bar 
□Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St. 
977-9955.  Casual  stand-up  bar. 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824  Licensed 
private  dance  club  tor  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only 

Dudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 
Parkside  Tavern)  923-6136.  Small  stand-up  and 
after-hours  bar  and  restaurant 
□18  East.  18  Eastern  Ave  368-4040.  Leather  and 
denim  tavern  Home  ot  the  leather  clubs. 
I   Las  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702  Piano 
bar  popular  with  older  men 

Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St  922-3844  Bar, 
dining  room  and  men's  beverage  room 

continued  on  page  30 
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Sat/Jan  2 


Sun/Jan  3 


TBP's  great  guide  to  goings-on  from  Saturday,  January  2  to 


□  Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Party  with 
children,  3  pm.  Plan  to  be  outdoors.  Potluck 
supper.  For  more  info  call  532-2333  or 
967-0430. 


Cross-Country  Skiing,  Tobogganing, 
Barbecue.  An  Out  and  Out  trip  to  Boyd 
Conservation  Area,  near  Kleinburg.  Non- 
members  are  welcome. 
Bring  skis,  toboggans  (if 
possible),  your  car  (if  you've  got  one), 
and  $3  for  food  to  the  southern  exit  of  the 
York  Mills  subway  stop,  corner  of  Yonge  St 
and  Old  York  Mills  Rd,  10  am.  Info:  Stuart, 
921-6033. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf. 
Regular  meeting,  1  pm.  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Potluck 
brunch,  1-4  pm.  Share  food,  friendship  and 
thoughts  on  raising  children.  Info  on  loca- 
tion: 465-6822. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  followed  by 
discussion  meeting.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Info: 
960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Singspiration  at 
7:10,  worship  at  7:30  and  fellowship  follow- 
ing. 730  Bathurst  St. 

Mon/Jan  4 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting  of 
support  and  consciousness-raising  group  for 
lesbians.  519  Church  St,  8  pm.  Info:  Rose- 
mary Doughty  at  923-2778. 

Tues/Jan  5 

□  Spearhead  Bar  Night.  Social  event  at  18 
East. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
□The  Rubber  Gun.  See  Cinema. 

□  Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Regular 
meeting,  175  Carlton  St,  7:30  pm.  Info:  Gay 
Bell  at  466-3801. 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Monthly 
meeting,  8  pm.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd,  Port  Credit.  Info:  Gayline  West, 
453-GGCO. 

Wed/Jan  6 

□  P4W:  Prison  for  Women.  See  Cinema. 

□  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Free  self-defence 
demonstration.  519  Church  St.  8  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 

Thurs/Jan  7 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting 
in  private  home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for 
people  coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality. 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  for 
research  and  tours,  7-10  pm.  24  Duncan  St, 
fifth  floor.  Info:  977-6320. 

□  Women  Against  Violence  Against  Women. 
General  meeting,  7:30  pm.  Tentative  loca- 
tion: 519  Church  St. 

□  Satyricon.  See  Cinema. 

Fri/Jan  8 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Can- 
adian Transsexuals.  Cosmetics  workshop  and 
demonstration.  7:30-1 1  pm,  519  Church  St. 

Sat/Jan  9 

□  MCC  Movie  Night.  730  Bathurst  St,  7 
pm. The  Ritz.  See  Cinema. 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 


Sun/Jan  10 


□  Out  and  Out.  Skiing  (both  kinds)  at 
Horseshoe  Valley.  Leaving  at  7:30  am.  Call 
the  ACT-Line  before  noon  on  Saturday  for 
details:  466-2709. 

□  National  Gay  Conference  Co-ordinating 
Committee.  Meeting  from  3  to  5  pm.  Call 
Chris  or  Philip  at  977-6320  for  location. 


□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worsnip  and  discussion 
meeting.  4  pm.  See  Jan  3. 

Mon/Jan  1 1 

□  Citizen's  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities.  CIRPA  benefit  dinner  at  Paul's 
Palace,  346  Spadina  Ave,  7:30  pm.  Tickets 
$20.  Call  364-0361  or  924-2828. 

□  Festival  Against  the  Right.  An  organizing 
meeting  at  8  pm  at  519  Church  St  to  discuss 
the  possibility  of  a  day  of  celebration  and 
organization  against  the  various  right-wing 
groups  attacking  our  communities.  The  Fes- 
tival would  probably  take  place  on  May  1 . 
The  idea  of  a  Festival  has  been  endorsed  by 
GLARE  and  by  Lesbians  Against  the  Right. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  368-4392. 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 

□Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 
First  meeting  of  new  year,  6-7:30  pm.  Time 
Out  Centre  in  Jorgensen  Hall,  2nd  floor. 
Info:  593-4030. 

Tues/Jan  12 

□Bar  Night  at  the  Barn.  Proceeds  to  the 
RTPC  Defence  Fund.  83  Granby  St. 
□Trident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  8-week  self- 
defence  course  begins.  Cost:  $40.  Info  and 
location:  960-5579. 

□Integrity.  Holy  Eucharist  (traditional  rite) 
and  programme.  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Eaton 
Centre,  8  pm.  The  new  co-chaplain  is 
celebrant  and  preacher.  Info:  921-4778  even- 
ings before  8:30. 

Wed/Jan  13 

□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  8-week  self- 
defence  course  begins.  Cost:  $40.  Info  and 
location:  960-5579. 

□Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 
I  j  International  Women's  Day  Committee. 
University  Settlement  House,  7:30  pm.  In- 
itial meeting  of  March  8  coalition.  Groups 
interested  in  participating  in  the  coalition 
should  call  789-4541  for  info. 


Thurs/Jan  14 


□  Broadside  Open  Forum.  The  Broadside 
collective  holds  an  open  discussion  on  the 
paper,  its  contents  to  date,  and  plans  for  the 
future.  Your  chance  to  talk  back  to  Broad- 
side. 175  Carlton  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Organizing 
Committee.  Meeting  at  519  Church  St  at 
8  pm. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 

□  Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  Regular  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-0911. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly 
meeting,  8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 


Fri/Jan  15 

□  Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Potluck 
supper,  6:30  pm.  Topic:  "Travelling  as  a  gay 
person."  Further  info:  532-2333  or 
967-0430. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

Sat/Jan  16 

□  Outrageous!  See  Cinema. 

□  Polyester.  See  Cinema. 

Sun/Jan  17 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Pixote.  See  Cinema. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  Pm.  See  Jan  3. 


Mon/Jan  18 


Jorgensen  Hall,  second  floor.  Info: 
593-4030.  Speaker:  Russell  Martin  of 
CGRO. 

Tues/Jan  19 

□  Lanyard  Bar  Night.  Another  fun  evening 
at  18  East. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Les  Ballets  Jazz.  See  Stage. 

□  Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Regular 
meeting,  175  Carlton  St,  7:30  pm.  Info:  Gay 
Bell  at  466-3801. 

□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Regular  meeting,  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre.  8  pm.  Info:  961-3415. 

Wed/Jan  20 

□  Out  and  Out  Open  House.  For  anyone  in- 
terested in  the  club.  Coffee  and  photos.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  from  8  pm 
on.  Info:  Ian,  921-6947. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 
□The  Cee  Dees.  See  MUSK. 

Thurs/Jan  21 

□Gay  Academic  Union.  "Paedophilia: 
Theories  of  Sexual  Preference"  —  Dr  Fred 
Jensen,  Associate  Prof  of  Psychiatry,  U  of 
T;  Deputy  Director,  Clinical,  Metro  Toronto 
Forensic  Services.  8  pm,  Sylvester  Rm, 
Graduate  Students'  Union,  16  Bancroft  Ave, 
UofT. 

□  Greenpeace  Benefit.  Toronto  recording  ar- 
tists The  Spoons  perform  at  the  Ryerson 
Hub  in  Jorgensen  Hall,  380  Victoria  St  at 
Gerrard.  Doors  open  at  8  pm.  Admission  $6 
with  proceeds  in  support  of  the  Greenpeace 
Foundation.  Info:  922-3011. 

□Racism  and  the  Gay  Community.  A  public 
discussion  at  5 19  Church  St  at  8  pm. 
Panelists  from  Third  World  gay  communi- 
ties. Second  in  a  series  sponsored  by 
GLARE. 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 

I    Impromptu  d'Outremont.  See  Stage. 
□Union  Made.  See  Stage. 


Fri/Jan  22 


□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 

Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in 


□  Kate  Clinton.  Feminist  humorist.  See 
Stage. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

Sat/Jan  23 

□  The  Charleston  (An  Evening  from  the 
Twenties).  Licensed  dance.  The  Concert 
Hall,  Yonge  &  Davenport.  9  pm-5  am.  From 
GCDC,  the  people  who  brought  you  the  hit 
dances  "Feverpitch!"  and  "Carnival  in 
Rio."  Two  dance  floors:  one  disco  with  laser 
show,  one  rock /new  wave/ women's  music. 
Proceeds  to  16  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
Tickets  available  at  usual  outlets. 

□  Out  and  Out.  Cross-country  skiing  at 
Seneca  College,  King  City.  Everyone  wel- 
come. Bring  lunch,  skis  (or  rent  them  there, 
//they're  still  available),  trail  fee  money,  and 
your  car  (if  you've  got  one)  to  the  southern 
exit  of  the  York  Mills  subway  stop,  at  Yonge 
St  and  Old  York  Mills  Rd,  at  10  am. 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 

Sun/ Jan  24 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Jan  3. 


Mon/Jan  25  , 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 

Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in 
Jorgensen  Hall,  2nd  floor.  Info:  593-4030. 
Discussion  on  pedophilia. 

Tues/Jan  26 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
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□  Integrity.  Evensong  and  programme.  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  Pm.  Info: 
921-4778  evenings  before  8:30  pm. 

Wed/Jan  27 

□  Woman's  Public  Lecture  Series.  Margaret 
Campbell,  former  Liberal  MPP,  speaks  on 
"Women  and  Politics."  York  University. 
Info:  Founders  College,  667-3561. 
DToronto  Gay  Community  Council.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  information 
and  debating  important  issues.  Info: 
923-GAYS. 

[Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Jan  28 

DGay  Equality  Mississauga.  Coffee  with 
newcomers.  Youth,  married  men,  lesbians 
invited.  8  pm,  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd. 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 

Fri/Jan  29 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Group.  Evening  of 
discussion  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Com- 
ing out  group,  open  discussion  group, 
women's  only  group  and  special  topic  group 
meet  simultaneously.  Info:  964-6600.  Topic 
for  discussion:  working  through  difficulties 
in  relationships. 

□  Out  and  Out.  A  long  weekend  cottage  trip 
to  the  Temagami  area,  65  miles  north  of 
North  Bay.  Cost:  $20  plus  gas.  Contact  the 
Steering  Committee  or  call  the  ACT-line  for 
details:  466-2709.  Reserve  by  Jan  23. 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Licensed  dance 
at  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd, 
Mississauga,  8:30  pm. 

□  Gays  ia  Health  Care.  Social  gathering. 
Info  on  time  and  location:  920-1882 
(Stephen)  or  929-5901  (Lorna).  Gay  Com- 
munity Appeal  presentation.  Bring  your 
chequebook. 

□  Tribe  (Detroit)  Bar  Night.  Social  event  at 
18  East. 

□Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St.  George  st, 
7:30  pm. 

□Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Regular 
meeting.  Info:  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

Sat/Jan  30  ^* 

□  Spearhead  Annual  Meeting.  2  pm. 
Cocktail  hour.  7  pm.  Dinner  at  8  pm.  Show 
9-10  pm.  730  Bathurst  St.  By  invitation  only. 

Sun/ J  an  31 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Jan  3. 


Mon/Feb  1 


□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 

Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in  Jor- 
gensen  Hall,  2nd  floor.  Info:  593-4030. 
Speaker:  Chris  Bearchell  of  TBP. 

Tues/Feb2 

□  Spearhead  Bar  Night.  Social  event  at  The 
Barn. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Monthly 
meeting,  8  pm.  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd,  Port  Credit.  Info:  Gayline  West 
453-GGCO. 

□  Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Regular 
meeting,  7:30  pm.  Info  on  location  and  fur- 
ther meetings  in  Feb:  Gay  Bell  at  466-3801. 


Wed/ Feb  3 

[  1  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 

Thurs/Feb  4 

□TAG  Coming  Out  (.roup.  Weekly 
meeting,  8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 


□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 

Fri/Feb  5 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

Sat/Feb  6 

□  The  Naked  Civil  Servant.  See  Cinema. 

Sun/Feb  7 

□  Out  and  Out.  Cross-country  skiing  at 
Mansfield  Forest  Club,  90  km  north  of 
Toronto.  Bring  lunch,  skis  (or  rent  them  if 
they're  still  available),  your  car  (should  you 
own  one),  and  $6  to  the  southern  exit  of  the 
York  Mills  subway  stop,  at  Yonge  and  Old 
York  Mills  Rd,  at  10  am.  All  are  welcome. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Potluck 
brunch.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Jan  3. 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf.  Regu- 
lar meeting,  1  pm.  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Lesbian  Phoneline  Meeting.  For  women 
interested  in  working  with  the  phone  line  col- 
lective. 3  pm,  WCREC,  348  College  St,  3rd 
floor.  Info:  960-3249,  Tues  evenings. 

Mon/Feb  8 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 
Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in  Jor- 
gensen  Hall,  2nd  floor.  Info:  593-4030.  Dis- 
cussion on  bisexuality. 

□Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  368-4392. 

Tues/Feb  9 

□  Bar  Night  at  the  Barn.  Proceeds  to  the 
RTPC  Defence  Fund.  83  Granby  St. 
□Association  of  Gay  Electors.  Public 
forum:  "The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code: 
Where  do  we  go  from  here?"  Guest  speaker: 
Susan  Fish,  PC  MPP  for  St  George.  The 
meeting  will  focus  on  the  recent  campaign  to 
include  sexual  orientation  in  the  OHR  Code 
amendments  of  Bill  7.  519  Church  St,  audi- 
torium, 8  pm. 

□Trident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Integrity.  Holy  Eucharist,  8  pm.  Contem- 
porary 3rd  Canadian  rite.  For  location  call 
923-GAYS.  Programme  TBA.  Info:  921-4778 
evenings  before  8:30  pm. 

□  Peter  Allen.  See  Music. 


Wed/Feb  10 


□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Feb  1 1 

□  Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  Regular  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-091 1. 

□TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 


Fri/Feb  12 


□  Gay  Community  Appeal.  The  second 
annual  celebration  and  awards  ceremony  at 
Casa  Loma.  More  info:  869-3036. 

□  Out  and  Out.  Celebrate  Valentine's  Day 
for  a  whole  weekend  with  the  Out  and  Out 
Club  in  a  nice  old  farmhouse.  Skiing,  snow- 
shoeing,  etc,  as  weather  permits.  Call  Stuart 
(921-6033)  before  Jan  15  for  info  and  to 
make  reservations. 

□  Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Regular 
meeting.  Info:  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

□  Making  Love.  Toronto  premiere  of  Holly- 
wood's first  positive  gay  movie.  See  Cinema. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Can- 
adian Transsexuals.  A  screening  of  Outra- 
geous! No  charge,  but  donations  accepted. 
519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
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Sat/Feb  13 
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□  Open  Circle  Theatre 
Community  Bash  and  Ben- 
efit. Music:  Compafieros  (South 
American  political  songs)  and  singer 
Antonius  Michaelitis.  Dancing,  cash  bar, 
food.  80  Winchester  St.  8  pm.  Admission 
Open  Circle  membership  card  or  $10. 


□  Broadside's  Benefit  Talent  Show.  Helicon- 
ian Club,  Hazelton  Ave,  8  pm.  Come  blow 
your  horn  or  do  your  thing.  Get  your  act 
together  and  phone  Jane  Hastings  (923-4560) 
to  get  on  the  programme.  $5  admission,  cash 
bar.  Piano  available. 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 

Sun/Feb  14 

□  Ferron  Concert.  Tentative  booking  of 
west-coast  lesbian  singer.  Keep  an  ear  out 
for  details  on  923-GAYS. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Jan  3.  Presentation  by 
NOVA  —  Non- Violent  Action  Collective  — 
followed  by  small-group  discussion. 
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Mon/Feb  15 


□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 

Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in  Jor- 
gensen  Hall,  2nd  floor.  Info:  593-4030. 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 


Tues/Feb  16 


□  Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Regular  meeting,  519  Church  St,  8 
pm.  Info:  961-3415. 

□  Lanyards  Bar  Night.  Another  fun  evening 
at  18  East. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 

Wed/Feb  17 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm. 
Call  James  or  David  at  463-7354  for  info  on 
location. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Feb  18 

□  Sexuality  '82:  Issues  in  Counselling  and 
Teaching.  A  conference  at  Humber  College. 
Keynote  address  by  Dr  William  Masters. 
Moderated  by  Dr  Michael  Barrett.  Info  and 
registration:  Conferences  and  Seminars, 
Humber  College,  205  Humber  College  Blvd, 
Rexdale,  Ont  M9W  5L7;  or  phone  Humber 
College,  675-31 1 1:  Ingrid  Norrish  (ext  549) 
or  Maryann  Jefferies  (ext  317). 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Coffee  with 
newcomers.  Youth,  married  men,  lesbians 
invited.  8  pm,  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd. 

DGay  Academic  Union.  "Lesbians  and 
Gays  as  Parents:  Natural  and  Chosen  Roles" 
—  panel  discussion  with  representatives  from 
the  Gay  Counselling  Centre,  OISE  and  Gay 
Fathers.  8  pm,  Sylvester  Rm,  Graduate 
Students'  Union,  16  Bancroft  Ave,  U  of  T. 
r  IThe  SaRa  of  the  Wet  Hens.  See  Stage. 
□TAG  Coming  Out  (.roup.  Weekly  meet 
ing,  8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 
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□  Canadian  Gay 
Archives.  Open  7 
See  Jan  7. 
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Fri/Feb  19 

□  Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Licensed  dance 
at  Unitarian  Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd, 
Mississauga,  8:30  pm. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

Sat/Feb  20 

□  Technology  and  Working  Women.  A  con- 
ference at  Ontario  Institute  for  Studies  in 
Education.  For  more  info,  call  Organized 
Working  Women  at  447-7462.  Continues 
through  Feb  21. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Li- 
censed dance,  9  pm-1  am. 

Sun/Feb  21 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  services.  See  Jan  3. 

□  Dignity /Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  See  Jan  3. 

Mon/Feb  22 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Awareness  Week  begins 
at  U  of  T.  A  week  of  political,  cultural  and 
social  events  sponsored  by  Gays  at  U  of  T. 
Contact  923-GAYS  or  bar /bath /campus  bul- 
letin boards.  To  Sat/Feb  27. 

□  Ryerson  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Group. 
Meeting  6-7:30  pm.  Time  Out  Centre  in  Jor- 
gensen  Hall,  2nd  floor.  Info:  593-4030. 
□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Jan  4. 
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Tues/Feb  23 


□  Integrity.  Shrove  Tuesday  service.  For 
location  call  923-GAYS.  Programme  TBA. 
Info:  921-4778  evenings  before  8:30  pm. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 


Wed/Feb  24 


□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  519 

Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  info  and 
debating  issues.  Info:  923-GAYS. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  73d  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 


Thurs/Feb  25 


□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Business  and  educa- 
tional meeting.  519  Church  St,  8:30  pm. 
Info:  920-1882  (Stephen)  or  929-5901  (Lor- 
na). 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meet- 
ing, 8  pm.  See  Jan  7. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Jan  7. 


Fri/Feb  26 


□  TAG  Friday  Night  Discussion  Group. 

Info:  964-6600.  See  Jan  29.  Topic:  relation- 
ships between  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

□  Gay  Fathers'  Support  Group.  Regular 
meeting.  Info:  532-2333  or  967-0340. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 


Sat/Feb  27 


□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  519  Church  St, 
2  pm. 


Sun/Feb  28 


□  Out  and  Out.  Snowshoeing,  day  trip. 
Bring  snowshoes  (or  call  Ian,  921-6947,  a 
week  in  advance)  and  something  for  lunch  to 
the  southern  exit  of  the  York  Mills  subway 
stop,  Yonge  and  Old  York  Mills  Rd.  at  10 
am.  Bring  your  car  if  possible 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  services.  Sec  Jan  3. 

I)ignil>   Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting,  4  pm.  Sec  Jan  J. 
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□The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 .  Bar.  dining 
room  and  upstairs  disco. 
□St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517. 
City's  landmark  straight-owned  gay  bar. 
□Together.  457  Church  St.  923-3469.  Bar,  dining 
room.  Comfortable  space  for  women. 

New  this  issue: 

□KTs.  5  ST  Joseph  St.  922-41 18.  (Formerly 
Katrina's.)  Now  a  stand-up  bar,  enlarged  dance 
floor.  Open  Fri  and  Sat  to  4  am.  Cover  charge  on 
weekends.  Dining  lounge.  Re-opening  Dec  26. 


Baths 


The  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  12  1/2  Elm  St 
(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St.  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard  St).  977-5997.  Open  24  hours. 
□The  Barracks.  56WidmerSt.  366-1292.  Leather 
and  denim.  Open  6  pm  to  10  am  during  week  and 
24  hours  on  weekend. 

□The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  Open  24 
hours. 

□  Roman's  Hearth  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St. 
598-2110.  Open  24  hours. 


Discos 


□  Charty's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-55T7.  Men  only.  Fri 
and  Sat  10  pm  to  3:30  am. 

□  Manatee.  1 1A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898.  Men 
only.  Fri,  Sat  and  Sun. 

□Stages.  530  Yonge  St  928-0492  Mixed.  Sat 
12-5  am.  Sun  10:30  pm-4  am. 

Accommodation 

□Catnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St. 
968-2323.  Eight  rooms,  TV  lounge,  laundry  and 
kitchen  facilities,  sundeck.  One  person:  $15:  two 
people:  $18.  Also  weekly  rates. 

18  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 
Recently  renovated  older  hotel  with  bar  and  dining 
room.  22  rooms,  TV  lounge.  One  or  two  people: 
$20 

□The  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St. 
921-3142.  Victorian-style  hotel  with  bar  and  din- 
ing room.  72  rooms  with  private  bath.  No  house- 
keeping. One  person:  $23.50;  two  people: 
$29.50. 


□Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4  Umbrella  organization  of  Toronto  les- 
bian and  gay  groups  Forum  for  sharing  informa- 
tion and  discussing  political  controversies. 

Social/political  action 

Association  of  Gay  Electors  (AGE).  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Drawer  C446, 
c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 
An  interracial  support  group  for  men 

Came  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248.  Stn 
A,  M5W  1 P6  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over  40. 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822. 
Stn  A.  M5W  1G3.  533-6824.  Toronto  off  ice:  730 
Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 

Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608. 
Stn  K.  M4P  2H1 .925-6729 

Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(FFLAG).  961-3415. 

Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box  281 .  Stn  A. 
Rexdale.  ON  M9W  5L3  741-7223. 

Gay  Academic  Union.  275  Broadview  Ave.  No  47. 
M4M  3H5  469-4244 

Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Drawer  R999,  c/o  The 
Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 

Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  2212. 
Stn  P.  M5S  2T2.  869-3036  Fund-raising  organi- 
zation for  gay  and  lesbian  community  projects 

Gay  Community  Dance  Committee.  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund-raising 
dances. 

Gay  Fathers  Support  Group.  Box  187,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2L5.  532-2333  or  967-0430. 

Gay  SIG  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box 
7289.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9.  Group  of  gay  members  of 
MENSA  in  Canada. 

Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Box  793.  Stn  Q, 


Trouble  with  the  police? 

Phone  960-6318.  24-hour  hotline.  Confidenti- 
ality guaranteed.  Citizens'  Independent  Re- 
view of  Police  Activities  (CIRPA).  Call  us  first! 


M4T  2N7.  960-5579.  Organizes  courses  in 
self-defence  in  and  outside  of  Toronto. 
□Gays  and  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE).  Box  793,  Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7. 
□Gays  at  University  of  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o  SAC 
Office,  12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto, 
M5S  1A1   978-4911. 

□GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62,  Bramp- 
ton, L6V  2K7.  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians.  Gayline 
West:  453-GGC0. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto. 
Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2.  961-7338. 
□Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793, 
Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7.  Organizes  annual  end-of-June 
celebration. 
□Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 


New  this  issue: 

□  NOVA.  Box  5794,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P2.  921-1938. 
A  collective  concerned  with  theory  and  practice  of 
non-violent  direct  action.  Different  levels  of  par- 
ticipation possible. 

Health/social  services 

□A  Way  Out.  530-GAYS.  24-hour  recorded 
messages  for  young  lesbians  and  gays.  Four  to  five 
minutes  of  supportive  info  on  dealing  with  parents, 
friends,  fears  and  coming  out  problems.  Drawer 
C614,c/oTBP,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
□Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships. 
964-3962. 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  534-8207.  Open  Tues  and  Thurs 
6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional  counselling  clinic  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in. 
Volunteers  needed. 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  -  Men.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor.  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 


The  Honourable  Members  for  St  George:  Susan  Fish  (left),  the  current  Tory  MPP  from  Tor- 
onto's downtown  riding,  muses  on  human  rights  Feb  9.  Her  predecessor,  Liberal  Margaret 
Campbell,  tackles  the  topic  of  women  in  politics  Jan  27.  Check  the  Calendar  for  details. 


M5S  2R4.  533-2867.  Phone  counselling:  Mon, 

Fri,  Sat  7  pm-10:30  pm. 

□Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38,  Stn  E, 

M6H4E1.  465-6822. 

□Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Box  6579,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1X4.  Lesbian-feminist  political  action  group. 

□New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792, 

Stn  F,  M4Y  2N7.  964-1049. 

□Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International.  100 

MaitlandSt,  No  506,  M4Y  1E2.  Toronto  chapter. 

Info:  June  Tattle  at  961-3415. 

□  Potluck  Suppers.  Box  6771 ,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5. 

Lesbian  social  group.  368-0355. 


Phone  counselling  lines 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto: 
534-8207.  Tues  and  Thurs  6:30-9:30  pm.  Pro- 
fessional counselling  by  phone  and  in  person. 

Lesbian  Phoneline:  960-3249.  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto:  533-2867. 
Mon,  Fri,  Sat,  7-10:30  pm. 
□U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Centre:  978-3977.  Gay  coun- 
sellors: Tues  10  am-10  pm. 
□Spouses  of  Gays:  967-0597.  Wed  and  Thurs 
6:30-8:30  pm. 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG):  964-6600.  Mon-Sat 
7-10:30  pm.  Counselling  and  info. 


□Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 
St.  M5S  2R4.  Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested 
under  bawdyhouse  laws.  Cheques  or  charges 
payable  to:  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Info: 
368-4392. 

□  RTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  Volunteers  welcome.  Info:  leave 
message  for  Dennis  at  977-6320 
□Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men.  c/o  SURPI. 
Ryerson  Polytechnicai  Institute,  Jorgensen  Hall, 
380  Victoria  St,  M5B  1W7.  Office:  RmA374. 
Jorgensen  Hall.  Hrs:  Mon  1-6  pm.  Ryerson 
Gayline:  593-4030  Mon  1-6  pm,  Thurs  6-9  pm 
□Spouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller,  260  Carlton 
St,  M5A  2L3.  Phoneline:  967-0597  Wed  and  Thurs 
6:30-8:30  pm. 

□Toronto  Gay  Community  Choir.  158  Brunswick 
Ave,  M5S  2M2.  Ph:  Kathy  Anthony-May, 
534-8710.  Practice:  Thurs  8  pm  at  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre. 

□The  Women's  Group.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778  Sup- 
port and  discussion  group  for  lesbians. 
□York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf.  Box  671 , 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 


ment.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm;  Tues,  Thurs,  10 
am-3  pm;  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  11  am-4  pm.  Call 
ahead.  VD  testing  at  baths:  Roman's,  Fri  from  9 
pm;  The  Backdoor,  every  second  Tues  from  9  pm; 
The  Club,  every  second  Wed  from  9  pm. 
□Lesbian  Phoneline.  Box70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4. 
960-3249.  Tues  7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded 
message  other  times. 

□RTPC  Support  Group.  Free  counselling  and  sup- 
port to  those  charged  in  gay-related  matters.  Info: 
John  at  961-6033. 

□Sex  Ed  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus.  Open 
from  10  am.  Tues:  gay  counsellors'  day,  10  am- 
10  pm.  Lesbian  coming  out  group  and  drop-in: 
Wed  6  pm.  Gay  men's  discussion  groups  begin- 
ning in  Jan:  leave  name  at  office  if  interested. 
□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:  7  pm-10:30  pm. 

□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave, 
M4Y  1K9.  Gay  youth  counselling  and  street  work. 


Professional 


□Association  of  Gay  Social  Service  Workers.  Box 

182,  Stn  0,  M4A2N3. 

□Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  5712,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1 N8.  920-1882  (Stephen)  or  929-5901 

(Lorna).  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists. 

□Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  730  Bathurst  St, 

M5S  2R4. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2J6.      . 


Sports 


□Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  (CGSL).  Box 

42,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Y4.  Hosts  ol  1981  Gay  Softball 

World  Series.  Be  a  player!  Be  a  manager!  Be  an 

umpire!  Watch  for  notices  in  the  near  future  to  sign 

up  for  the  1982  summer  season. 

□Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info: 

bulletin  boards  in  Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The 

Barn  or  Boots. 

□Out  and  Out  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 

Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  466-2709. 

Outdoor  activities  for  gay  people.  Include  phone 

number  with  enquiry. 

□Rlverdale  Softball  League,  c/o  John  Williamson, 

40  Isabella  St,  No  305,  M4Y  1N1.  924-4738. 


Religious 


□  Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2. 
960-3997.  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 
friends. 

□Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9. 
961-1707  or  487-7406.  Pastoral  ministry  for  gay 
and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends. 
□Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch, 
980  Broadview  Ave,  Apt  2309,  M4K  3Y1 .  Support 
and  fellowship  for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and 
their  friends. 

□Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Christian  church  with 
special  ministry  to  gay  community. 
□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box  626,  StnQ,  M4T  1L0. 


Publications/information 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
□The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
977-6320.  Monthly. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2.  977-6320. 

□Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS.  Twen- 
ty-four-hour recorded  message  of  weekly  events  in 
Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  information  listed 
call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays. 
□Glad  Day  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
M5Y  2A6.  961-4161 .  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10  am- 
6  pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am-10  pm;  Sat,  10  am-6  pm. 
□Integrity/Toronto  Newsletter.  Box  873,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2N9.  487-7406.  Bimonthly  publication  of  gay 
Anglican  movement. 

□Rag  Magazine.  Box  15,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  Monthly. 


Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians.  A  complete 
listing  is  available  from  Women's  Resource  Centre, 
YWCA  (see  below). 

□Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1 . 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial lesbian  contributions. 
□Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  Feminist 
quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts. 
□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical 
clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info.  VD  and 
pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and  refer- 
rals. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues, 
Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
□International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  789-4541.  Independent  socialist 
feminist  organization  with  many  lesbian  members. 
□  Macphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 . 
977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments.  Lesbian-positive. 
□Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave, 
M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for  women 
16  and  over,  including  mothers  with  children. 
□Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477. 
Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence  courses. 
□Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre. 
932  Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1 161 .  Employ- 
ment counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning 
workshops. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm. 

□Women  for  Survival.  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1X7 
Group  concerned  about  nuclear  proliferation  and 
ecology. 

□Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  932 
Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1161. 
□Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education 
Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St,  M5T  1S4. 
924-0766.  Therapy,  counselling,  referrals  and  info. 
Lesbian  counsellors  on  staff. 

Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St 
W,  M5S  1V6.  923-6641,  Ext  244.  Books,  periodi- 
cals, audio  &  video  tapes  for  feminist  research. 
[  IWomen's  Resource  Centre,  YWCA.  15  Birch  Ave, 
M4V  1E1.  925-3137.  Info  on  groups  and  services, 
including  booklet  Women 's  Groups  in  Toronto  and 
Vicinity.  Info  and  referral  line:  925-1154.  Legal 
clinic. 

□Womynly  Way  Productions.  849  College  St. 
M6H  1 A1 .  532-7963.  Company  bringing  concerts, 
dance  and  theatrical  performances  to  city. 

New  this  issue: 

r  IWomen  Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAVAW).  Box  174,  Stn  D,  M6P  3J8.  In  process 
of  reorganizing.  Committed  to  action  from  a 
feminist  perspective  against  various  aspects  of 
violence  against  women. 
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I  once  welcomed  Pierre  Trudeau  to 
this  city  on  behalf  of  the  homosex- 
ual citizens  of  Toronto. 
"Thank  you,"  said  Pierre.  His 
handshake  didn't  flinch;  the  lizard- 
like eyes  blinked  once.  Margaret  just 
kept  on  smiling,  and  the  surrounding 
buffer  of  Liberal  honchos  froze  into  a 
tableau  of  uncertainty:  how  did  this  guy 
get  into  our  little  gathering  of  the  party 
faithful  and  is  he  dangerous  and  how  do 
we  get  him  out  of  here. 

"What  do  you  do?"  the  PM  asked. 

I  told  him  I  worked  for  The  Body  Pol- 
itic, Canada's  gay  liberation  journal. 

"How  is  it  doing?" 

"Well." 

Another  blink,  the  connection 
snapped,  the  entourage  pressed  on  and  I 
was  shown  politely  to  the  door. 

That  was  in  the  early  days  —  I  think  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  neither  our  Prime 
Minister  nor  anyone  else  in  the  room  that 
day  had  heard  of  The  Body  Politic,  knew 
or  cared  what  it  was,  or  expected  to  hear 
of  it  again. 

Less  than  a  decade  later,  the  Conserva- 
tive justice  critic  would  ask  in  the  House 
of  Commons  whether  the  acquittal  of 
The  Body  Politic  should  not  encourage 
speedy  passage  of  pending  obscenity 
legislation. 

Straddling  these  two  poles  of  public 
recognition  lies  a  decade  of  gay  journal- 
ism, of  gay  activism  that  has  been  so 
much  hard  work,  has  so  often  been 
bleak,  has  so  often  seemed  hopeless  — 
and  has  been  so  much  fun  that  I  want 
another  ten.  It  has  taken  me  to  more 
meetings  than  I  care  to  remember,  to 
some  of  the  dreariest  demonstrations 
anyone  should  ever  be  asked  to  trudge  — 
and  to  some  that  have  left  me  choking 
back  tears.  It  has  led  to  the  prisoner's 
dock  at  one  of  this  city's  more  sensation- 
al trials.  To  hurtling  with  thousands 
of  others  through  an  icy  February 
night  in  a  wave  that  would  crash 
against  the  doors  of  the 
Ontario  legislature.  From 
drinking  too  much  scotch 
with  Jane  Rule  to  trying  to  persuade 
Quentin  Crisp  to  sit  on  a  televi- 
sion set.  To  shaking  hands  with 
John  Sewell  at  TBP's  Free  the  Press 
Fund  Rally  minutes  before  he  stepped 
on  stage  to  make  the  brief  speech  that 
many  feel  guaranteed  the  end  of  his 
career  as  mayor  of  Toronto  after  a  single 
term. 

Ten  years  of  The  Body  Politic  co- 
incided with  ten  years  of  such  ferment  in 
the  lives  of  gay  people  that  sometimes 
the  most  ordinary  actions  would  resonate 
and  make  music  where  you  had  come  to 
expect  only  silence: 

Riding  on  the  streetcar  with  friend, 
housemate  and  fellow  collective  member 
Merv  Walker  and  talking,  as  we  always 
did,  about  The  Body  Politic.  A  woman, 
black,  very  swank  and  well-dressed, 
watched  us,  smiling.  She  had  a  child  with 
her  in  a  pram.  As  she  got  off  she  said, 
"Are  you  gay?" 

I  said,  "Yes,  are  you?" 

As  she  disappeared,  pushing  her  child: 
"Well,  I've  thought  about  it." 

That  happened  in  1976. 

This  is  not  a  history. 

Let  me  take  you  on  a  tour. 


In  celebration  of  our  tenth  anniversary, 

a  look  at  a  few  of  the  many  people  who  have  shaped 

and  nurtured  this  magazine 

WHO 

WE  WERE 

WHO  WE 
ARE 


A  very  personal  tour  by  Gerald  Hannon 


I  should  M 

^T  warn  you  that  I 

will  not 

WF  show  you  all  the 

rooms.         ma 

There  are  voices, 

too,  that      W 

Wr   won't  be  heard. 

No  secrets     ^ 

W    —  just  that  this  tour 

will  be  very  idiosyncratically  mine,  will 
not  be  balanced  and  judicious,  will  not 
make  the  usual  genuflections  in  the  direc- 
tion of  completeness  or  fairness.  I've 
been  around  for  ten  years  and  I  want  to 
give  you  my  slice  of  it. 

The  magazine  is  published  from  the 
fifth  (and  top)  floor  of  an  old  warehouse 
at  24  Duncan  Street,  which  used  to  be 
just  off  Queen  Street  and  is  now  just  off 
trendy  Queen  Street  and  around  the  cor- 
ner from  the  new  Massey  Hall.  Lack  of 
an  elevator  keeps  the  rent  down  —  you 
will  be  out  of  breath  as  you  pass  the 
yellow  door  at  the  top  of  the  stairs. 

It  is  a  long,  bright  shoebox  of  a  room 
and  it  is  almost  always  busy.  The  week 
before  any  issue  goes  to  press  it  hums  24 
hours  a  day.  But  on  a  typical  day,  if  there 
is  not  a  volunteer  staffing  the  front  desk, 
the  first  person  you  are  likely  to  encoun- 
ter may  be  lying  flat  out  on  his  back  on 


the  floor,  calmly  conversing  with  some- 
one sitting  beside  him  in  a  ratty  old  chair. 

The  supine  individual  is  Ken  Popert,  a 
collective  member  and  a  full-time  staffer 
at  half  salary  of  $4,500  a  year.  He  will  get 
up  as  you  come  in,  putting  an  end  to 
whatever  relief  the  hardwood  floor  pro- 
vides his  aching  back. 

Like  most  of  the  long-time  collective 
members,  he  is  in  his  mid-thirties  and, 
like  several  who  are  tilting  past  35,  he  has 
become  somewhat  obsessive  about  body- 
building and  YMCA  fitness  classes.  He 
has  some  definition  now:  tits  'n'  ass  on  a 
body  that  used  to  be  just  counter-culture 
skinny  —  though  that  skinniness  and  the 
long-since  vanished  ponytail  were  the 
only  significant  Popertian  concessions 
to  counterculturalism.  He  is  possessed,  in 
fact,  of  the  coolest,  most  clinical  intelli- 
gence of  anyone  on  the  paper.  It  has  its 
drawbacks.  You  will  sometimes  hear 
from  Ken  an  argument  that  is  utterly 
clear  and  irrefutable  —  but  bloodless, 
and  true  to  everything  but  the  way 
people  operate. 

He  once  told  me,  in  jest,  that  he 


wanted  to  become  human.  By  that,  I 
think  he  meant  what  tantalized  many 
more  of  us  from  time  to  time  —  a  desire 
to  step  off  the  gay-lib  professional  tread- 
mill, to  find  time,  within  the  seemingly 
endless  circuit  of  meetings,  demonstra- 
tions and  work,  for  the  bars,  baths, 
brunches  and  parties  that  made  up  the 
community  of  options  for  many  urban 
gay  men.  Most  of  us  felt  we  were  missing 
something,  and  grew  to  resist  as  well  the 
sense  of  us /them  that  was  developing:  we 
dedicated  selfless  activists  with  no  time 
for  a  bunch  of  silly,  hedonistic  down- 
town queens. 

Ken  will  never  be  really  popular.  His 
sense  of  humour  is  such  a  fine  dance 
along  the  edge  of  the  abyss  that  it  makes 
people  nervous.  At  his  worst,  he  can  be 
cruel  and  mean-spirited.  At  his  best,  he 
can  make  the  whole  tragicomic  business 
of  being  gay  in  Canada  in  1981  mostly 
comic.  ("How's  Art,"  he  asked  Ed 
Jackson,  just  off  the  phone  from  a 
conversation  with  Toronto's  moribund 
mayor,  Art  Eggleton,  "still  imitating 
life?") 

It  is  an  office  joke  that  Ed  Jackson  is 
always  on  the  telephone.  What  we  mean, 
of  course,  is  that  he  is  the  closest  thing  to 
a  journalist  that  we  have  produced.  He  is 
obsessed  by  a  need  to  know,  by  a  sense 
that  things  will  get  horribly  out  of  hand 
if  Ed  does  not  know  where  all  the  strings 
are,  where  they  lead  and  who  can  pull 
them.  Rick  Bebout,  also  on  the  collective 
and  also  a  staff  member,  has  talked 
about  empowerment  as  the  core  reason 
for  working  at  The  Body  Politic  — 
power  over  your  workplace,  in  work  that 
aims  to  move  yourself  and  others  to- 
wards power  over  our  lives  as  gay  people. 
For  Ed,  "being  on  top  of  a  story"  is  that 
kind  of  power. 

I  have  known  Ed  Jackson  since  1968. 
He  brought  me  out  of  the  closet,  and  we 
have  been  fond  friends  ever  since,  shar- 
ing, for  more  than  half  those  thirteen 
years,  the  same  houses,  the  same  friends, 
many  of  the  same  ideas.  We  are  ap- 
proaching museum-piece  status  —  we 
have  been  with  the  paper  since  its  second 
issue;  we  knew  Ken  Popert  when  he  was 
in  favour  of  censorship  and  remember 
hearing  some  of  George  Hislop's  jokes 
when  they  were  making  their  first 
rounds. 

Ed  is  36,  a  year  younger  than  I  am, 
and  works  full  time  for  The  Body  Politic 
for  no  salary  at  all  —  a  feat  made  possi- 
ble, at  least  for  the  time  being,  by  the 
savings  accumulated  at  a  job  in  educa- 
tion that  was  "a  test  of  certain  skills,  but 
unsatisfying.  I  wanted  to  do  something 
and  be  part  of  something  that  made  a 
difference." 

Ken  Popert  invented  the  news  depart- 
ment of  The  Body  Politic,  but  Ed  Jack- 
son has  perfected  it .  We  have  been  re- 
porting news  items  since  1972,  but  stories 
in  early  issues  often  had  a  discursive,  an- 
ecdotal quality,  and  were  more  interested 
in  getting  the  "line"  right  than  the  facts. 
I  once  ended  a  story  on  a  transsexual 
seminar  with  the  following  paragraph: 

"Coffee  followed,  and  those  present 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
question  the  transsexuals  on  various  as- 
pects of  their  condition." 

It  was  a  paragraph  of  such  condensed 
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Jearld  Moldenhauer 

was  the  co-founder  of  Toronto 's  first  gay 
liberation  group,  founder  of  The  Body  Politic 
and  founder  of  Glad  Day  Books,  arguably  the 
world's  best  gay  bookstore.  He  refuses  to  give 
his  age  ( '  'lots  of  cream  keeps  me  young ' '). 

Today,  he  commutes  between  Toronto  and 
Boston,  home  of  Glad  Day  II.  Plans  are  afoot 
for  a  third  store  in  Baltimore,  and  Glad  Day 
began  its  own  publishing  last  year  with 
Mitzel's  The  Boston  Sex  Scandal. 

I  think  I  came  out  in  1967,  at  Cornell  Univer- 
sity. I  was  engaged  to  be  married,  she  had 
moved  to  Ithaca  where  Cornell  is,  to  be  close 
to  me.  I  'd  repressed  my  gay  feelings  and  saw 
this  as  a  way  of  dealing  with  it.  But  she  was 
also  very  supportive  when  I  told  her  and  s/?e_ 
encouraged  me  to  explore  those  feelings. 

I  tried  to  do  that  at  Cornell  but  there  weren  't 
enough  people  around  and  I  didn  't  know  how 
the  bar  and  washroom  network  operated.  I 
was  19.  Sol  dropped  out  and  went  to  New 
York  City.  I  ended  up  at  Sloane  House  (  ymca) 
—  this  whole  thing  is  right  out  of  the  first 
chapter  of  City  of  Night.  At  that  point  Sloane 
House  was  a  real  madhouse  of  sex.  In  the  aft- 
ernoons and  evenings  all  the  young  men  who 
were  staying  there  would  stand  naked  in  their 
windows  —  there  was  a  courtyard  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  building  —  and  you  would  see  some- 
one across  the  way  and  you  would  yell  over 
your  room  number  and  they  would  phone  you. 

I  ended  up  on  the  street  as  a  hustler,  but 
just  for  a  couple  of  months.  The  military  called 
me  because  I  'd  dropped  out  of  school,  but  I 
got  a  letter  from  a  psychiatrist  that  said  I  was 
'  'confused  about  my  sexual  identity ' '  and  that 
got  me  my  4Fand  that  was  enough,  that 
meant  homosexual. 

I  went  back  to  Cornell  and  I  was  politicized 
very  rapidly  around  gay  issues.  A  lot  of  it  had 
to  do  with  what  I  was  reading  —  Marcuse  and 
Norman  0  Brown,  and  I  read  everything  of 
Andre  Gide  's.  It  made  a  sexual  radical  out  of 
me  almost  overnight.  So  I  decided  to  start  a 
gay  group  at  Cornell,  which  I  did  in  May  of 
1968. 

Coming  out  really  radically  changed  my  life. 
Over  the  next  four  or  five  years  I  evolved  totally 
into  a  gay  movement  person.  I  came  up  to 
Toronto  in  January  of  1969  and  worked  as  an 
assistant  in  a  professor's  research  programme 
at  U  of  T.  My  first  impulse  was  to  start  a  group 
here  too,  but  I  also  realized  I  wasn  't  a  Can- 
adian and  I  didn't  understand  Canadian 
society,  so  I  decided  to  wait. 

In  September  I  decided  to  go  ahead,  and  I 
put  a  classified  ad  in  the  Varsity  newspaper 
informing  people  I  was  interested  in  starting  a 
group  and  giving  my  phone  number.  I  got 
about  eight  or  ten  calls,  but  only  about  five 


people  turned  up.  That  was  the  beginning, 
that  was  it.  It  began  attracting  more  and  more 
people  every  week  —  at  its  peak  there  were 
about  a  hundred  people,  even  more,  packed 
into  a  room. 

By  November  1970  the  group  had  grown  so 
much  it  was  ready  to  divide  —  George  Hislop 
was  there  and  that  resulted  in  CHAT  (Com- 
munity Homophile  Association  of  Toronto).  I 
decided  to  start  Glad  Day  Books  —  the  whole 
new  literature  was  happening  and  there  was 
tremendous  resistance  to  selling  gay-positive 
books  in  Toronto  bookstores.  All  I  remember 
ever  seeing  was  Homosexuality:  Disease  or 
Way  of  Life?.  So  I  started  ordering  books  and 
put  them  in  a  knapsack  and  carried  them 
around  to  whatever  meetings  there  were  and 
setting  up  a  table. 

It  was  clear  to  me  that  homosexuals  were 
isolated  individuals  and  that  we  needed  things 
that  would  bring  us  together  as  a  community.  I 
was  asked  to  write  an  article  on  the  gay  demo 
in  Ottawa  for  Guerilla,  the  underground  news- 
paper, and  it  was  significantly  altered  and  that 
made  us  angry.  We  saw  that  even  Guerilla, 
which  we  looked  up  to,  had  changed  things. 
We  realized  we  needed  our  own  voice  and  I 
think  that  was  the  catalyst. 

There  wasn 't  anything  dramatic  about  it  — 
we  were  just  sitting  around  talking  about  what 


to  do,  and  I  argued  for  the  paper  and  it  seemed 
to  catch  on.  From  there  on  it  was  very,  very 
quick  —  just  a  matter  of  a  month  or  so  before 
we  got  the  first  issue  out. 

I  think  the  idea  of  the  collective  was  my 
idea.  I  've  never  been  interested  in  vertical 
power  structure  things. 

In  retrospect,  maybe  this  is  heresy,  but  I 
wish  The  Body  Politic  had  been  a  gay  male 
paper  from  the  beginning,  and  didn 't  make 
token  efforts  to  speak  for  both  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  I  feel  the  concerns  are  different,  the 
whole  perspectives  are  different  and  finally  the 
aesthetics  are  different.  What  happens  in 
working  together  is  that  nobody  is  getting  their 
full  statement.  Part  of  gay  liberation  is  about 
regaining  spontaneity  around  your  homosex- 
ual feelings,  and  anything  that  holds  that  back 
is  negative. 

From  the  beginning  I  made  a  commitment  to 
making  it  happen,  to  nurturing  it.  My  apart- 
ment, and  later  the  Kensington  house,  and 
later  still  the  Seaton  Street  house  were  always 
used  as  the  office  of  the  paper.  I  had  a  clear 
idea  of  using  the  paper  as  an  organizing  tool 
so  you  could  mobilize  people  into  participating 
in  a  community.  I  took  care  of  the  mail  and 
pulling  things  together  and  coordinating  so  the 
paper  could  grow  —  though  I  was  eventually 
eliminated  from  it. 


.  /  guess  I  was  naive  in  hoping  that  Glad  Day 
and  the  paper  could  remain  linked  in  the  new 
office  space  we  were  looking  for.  But  I  think 
the  idea  of  the  bookstore  and  the  paper 
together  was  used  as  an  excuse  for  elimin- 
ating me.  I  think  there  was  a  coordinated  effort 
by  people  in  the  group  who  didn 't  like  me. 

I  know  I  wasn 't  really  close  to  anyone  dur- 
ing the  entire  history  of  the  paper.  I  've  been  in 
Boston  two  and  a  half  years  now  and  I  have 
really  close  relationships  there  with  the  gay 
radicals.  Here  I've  always  been  isolated. 

I  'm  hot  saying  that  my  personality  is  in  any 
way  an  easy  personality  to  get  along  with.  I've 
always  been  a  very  sexual  being  and  I  've 
always  been  very  forward,  and  people  have  a 
difficult  time  dealing  with  that  kind  of  open- 
ness. I  was  an  American  at  a  time  when  Cana- 
dian nationalism  was  in  its  early  naive  stages, 
and  part  of  the  problem  dealing  with  me  as  a 
historical  figure  is  the  fact  that  I  'm  an 
American,  and  an  American  did  this  and  did 
that  in  the  Canadian  movement. 

The  Glad  Day  issue  was  just  used.  The 
paper  was  my  life.  Leaving  really  shattered 
me. 

I  still  read  it,  every  page.  The  response  this 
year  to  the  bath  raids,  that's  the  product  of  the 
work  of  The  Body  Politic  over  the  last  ten 
years.  Masses  of  people  mobilized. 


smarminess  that  TBP  founder  Jearld 
Moldenhauer  used  to  read  it  aloud  in  a 
high-pitched,  strangled  voice,  like  a 
dowager  going  down  for  the  third  time. 
Ed's  overriding  fear  of  not  knowing 
everything  has  helped  make  the  news  the 
most  labour-intensive  section  of  the 
paper.  People  are  called  and  called  again, 
contacts  and  sources  cultivated  and 
stroked.  He  thinks  like  a  journalist  — 
things  don't  just  happen  out  there,  they 
frame  themselves  as  potential  news  pieces 
that  can  be  linked  to  an  apparently 
discrete  event  from  last  issue  to  give  the 
reader  a  fuller,  truer  picture  —  with  a 
handy  little  sidebar  that  supplies  a 
chronology  of  events  to  date. 


He  is  a  tireless  talker.  He  smiles  —  a 
lot  —  and  pushes  people  into  that  con- 
versational corner  they  feel  most  comfor- 
table in:  talking  about  themselves. 
People  tell  Ed  Jackson  a  great  deal; 
much  of  it  gets  filed  away,  comes  up 
again  when  necessary,  sources  get  stroked 
a  little  more,  they  talk  a  little  more.  The 
magazine's  outward  thrust  into  the  com- 
munity has  often  been  his,  tilting  it  away 
from  sounding  like  the  production  of  a 
group  of  academics  with  time  on  their 
hands.  Ken  Popert,  who  left  the  paper 
for  several  years  after  1975  because  it  was 
unclear  whether  it  would  become  fustily 
academic  or  a  more  popular  political  in- 
strument, says  quite  flatly  that  it  evolved 
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in  the  latter  direction  because  "Ed 
Jackson  felt  it  should." 


I've  spoken  of  the  collective,  of 
a  staff,  mentioned  volunteers  in 
passing.  This  is  how  it  works: 
The  Body  Politic  is  directed, 
editorially  and  politically,  by  a 
collective.  Such  a  word,  that.  It  always 
brings  to  mind  state-run  farms,  or  those 
messy  living  arrangements  that  had  some 
vogue  a  decade  ago.  "I  thought  it  meant 
you  all  slept  together,"  a  new  volunteer 
once  told  me  in  all  seriousness. 
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What  it  does  mean  is  that  the  nine 
people  who  presently  constitute  the  col- 
lective meet  each  Monday  evening  and 
discuss  a  range  of  items  from  mundane 
appeals  for  political  endorsements  to  the 
creation  of  an  editorial. 

How  do  you  become  a  collective  mem- 
ber? By  invitation.  And  how  do  you 
qualify?  You  have  to  have  worked  on 
several  issues,  shown  some  skills,  and 
people  have  to  like  you  and  trust  you. 
Once  a  collective  member,  you  are  ex- 
pected to  attend  meetings  regularly,  con- 
tribute to  the  direction  of  the  paper  and 
put  some  significant  energies  into  one  of 
the  editorial  or  administrative  sub- 
groups. 


Collective  members  do  not  come  from 
eggs,  carefully  hatched  in  some  (political- 
ly) climate  controlled  sub-basement. 
They  all  start  life  as  volunteers. 

In  fact,  the  first  person  you  are  likely 
to  see  on  any  visit  to  24  Duncan  Street  is 
a  volunteer  staffing  the  front  desk  and 
answering  the  phone.  If  you  visit  on  an 
evening  you  are  likely  to  see  many  more 
volunteers  than  collective  members.  Of 
the  fifty-seven  Toronto  people  listed  in 
the  masthead  of  issue  78,  forty-eight  are 
volunteers  who  might  give  anything  from 
three  hours  a  month  to  a  weekly  commit- 
ment that  could  include  one  afternoon 
staffing  the  reception  area,  a  meeting  of 
one  of  the  editorial  groups  and  two 
hours  of  proofreading  galleys. 

The  Toronto  community  has  always 
been  generous  sharing  its  time  with  The 
Body  Politic.  People  give  their  time  for  a 
variety  of  reasons.  Sometimes  it  is 
because  their  lover  has  just  left  and  there 
is  an  aching  void  in  their  life  that  they 
hope  we  can  fill.  We  can't,  and  they 
don't  last.  Sometimes  it  is  because  they 
discover  it's  a  way  to  socialize  with  other 
gay  people  that  isn't  a  bar  or  a  bath  and 
they  like  that.  Sometimes  it's  just  be- 
cause it  seems  like  a  socially  responsible 
thing  to  do  and  time  is  made  for  it. 
Sometimes  it's  because  they  love  journal- 
ism and  we  look  like  a  good  place  to 
practice. 

Sometimes  there  isn't  that  much 
difference  between  collective  members 
and  volunteers. 

Robert  Trow  has  been  with  the  paper 
since  1973,  and  though  he  has  appeared 
on  the  collective  list  from  time  to  time, 
he  prefers  to  work  as  a  volunteer,  com- 
mitting a  solid  amount  of  time  each 
month  but  cherishing  his  right  to  say  no. 
He  manages  distribution,  that  area  no 
one  else  ever  hopes  to  have  to  think 
about,  and  has  pulled  together  the  only 
entirely  volunteer-run  department  in  The 
Body  Politic. 

Sometimes  dedication  can  be  carried 
to  almost  surreal  lengths.  Writer  Sue 
Golding  was  on  her  way  to  the  office, 
hot  review  in  hand,  when  her  bicycle  and 
a  large  automobile  had  a  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  right  of  way.  Sue,  with  a 
badly  broken  wrist,  was  whisked  off  in 
an  ambulance,  but  before  it  could  get  to 
the  hospital,  she  insisted  the  driver 
detour  past  our  office  and  hoof  it  up  five 
flights  of  stairs  to  deliver  the  review. 
Some  excuses  for  late  copy  we  accept. 

The  work  can  suck  you  dry  if  you  let 
it.  There  is  always  too  much  to  do. 
Roger  Spalding,  on  the  collective  for  just 
over  a  year,  estimates  he  spends  from  six- 
teen to  twenty  hours  a  week  on  Body 
Politic  work  —  above  and  beyond  hold- 
ing down  a  full-time  job.  Staff  members 
are  expected  to  work  a  minimum  fifty- 
hour  week.  As  press  date  approaches  for 
any  issue,  sixty  or  seventy  hours  is  more 
the  norm.  There  are  five  full-time  staff  at 
present,  all  collective  members,  and  all 
but  one  (Ed  Jackson)  are  paid.  Salaries 
are  $8,800  a  year,  except  for  Ken 
Popert's  half  salary.  Chris  Bearchell, 
Rick  Bebout  and  myself  are  the  other 
three. 

There  have  not  always  been  paid  staff, 
but  there  has  always  been  a  collective. 
Over  the  past  ten  years,  more  than  forty 


Paul  Macdonald, 

founding  member  of  The  Body  Politic  and 
community  outreach  activist  from  issue  1.  He 
conceived  and  nurtured  the  Community  Page 
(now  called  Network)  over  four  years  of  par- 
ticipation in  the  collective. 

Today  he  lives  in  Toronto,  but  is  frequently 
on  the  road  as  sales  and  marketing  director  of 
Mirage  Acoustics,  a  company  of  which  he  is 
part  owner. 

I  was  one  of  the  founding  members  of  Toronto 
Gay  Action  —  I  sort  of  instigated  it  at  a  CHAT 
meeting  after  I  moved  back  to  Toronto  from 
London,  England.  I'd  been  involved  in  the  Lon- 
don Gay  Liberation  Front. 

We  had  our  first  demonstration  here  in 
August  1971  —  on  Parliament  Hill  —  and  after 
that  we  wondered  what  we  were  going  to  do 
with  our  energies.  ...A  group  of  us  decided  we 
ought  to  publish  a  paper.  There  was  an  alter- 
nate paper  in  Toronto  at  the  time  called  Guerilla 
that  used  to  publish  articles  about  gay  people 
or  for  gay  people,  but  it  wasn  't  thorough 
enough,  so  we  decided,  along  with  some 
people  who  worked  at  Guerilla,  to  start  a  paper 
of  our  own. 

So  we  started  meeting  in  Guerilla 's  offices, 
then  at  Jerry  Moldenhauer's  home,  to  discuss 


the  first  issue  of  The  Body  Politic.  The  paper 
was  counterculture  in  its  approach,  with  a  fair- 
ly loose  collective. 

We  accepted  no  advertising  at  that  time  —  it 
was  an  issue  that  caused  a  lot  of  furor.  We 
voted  against  advertising  —  we  didn  't  want  to 
accept  sexist  ads  from  the  baths.  There  was  a 
strong  Marxist  approach,  too;  we  didn 't  want 
to  promote  anybody's  business.  At  that  time  in 
the  gay  movement  there  seemed  to  be  a  kind 
of  revolutionary  hangover  from  the  hippie  stu- 
dent radical  days. 

We  were  all  a  little  more  idealistic  then.  Gay 
people  ten  years  ago  had  a  much  lower  profile, 
so,  I  remember,  we  used  to  have  zaps  in  some 
of  the  straight  bars. . .  and  then  there  were 
those  phenomenal  dances  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church.  In  some  ways  the  spirit  has  never 
quite  been  the  same  —  it  was  two  years  after 
Stonewall,  and  there  was  that  whole  feeling  of 
being  positive  and  gay  at  the  same  time.  For 
the  first  time  in  our  lives  we  had  a  reason  to 
feel  good  about  being  gay  —  they  were  heady 
times. 

Things  seemed  fine  until  Gay  Pride  Week  of 
1972,  when  there  was  that  fuss  about '  'Of  Men 
and  Little  Boys ' '  and  chat  got  upset  and  all  the 
togetherness  split.  I  remember  at  the  chat 
Centre  on  Cecil  Street  they  got  rid  of  every 
issue  of  The  Body  Politic  for  fear  of  a  police 


raid.  They  couldn't  have  raided  anything  —  the 
paper  was  still  portable,  then.  You  could  fit  it  in 
a  car  trunk. 

I  used  to  sell  it  in  the  bars.  I  used  to  get  bar- 
red from  the  Parkside  for  selling  the  paper.  I 
remember  selling  it  on  street  corners  and  get- 
ting dirty  looks  from  the  cops.  I  even  went 
down  with  Herb  Spiers  to  Columbus,  Ohio  and 
sold  about  100  copies  —  at  that  time  gay 
papers  were  a  novelty  no  matter  where  they 
came  from. 

The  reaction  in  the  bars  varied  a  lot  — at  that 
time  the  paper  was  just  a  quarter  and  nobody 
minded  giving  a  quarter  no  matter  what  it  was. 
There  were  a  lot  of  people  who  were  really 
supportive  —  they  were  in  the  closet  but 
seemed  happy  that  they  could  relate  to  some- 
thing in  a  paper.  I  remember  somebody  gave 
me  a  five  dollar  bill  for  a  25$  issue. 

I  was  with  the  paper  for  almost  four  years  — 
I  left  in  the  summer  of  1975.  In  the  time  I  was 
there  I  did  the  Community  Page,  I  was  involved 
in  layout,  I  was  involved  in  distribution.  I 
remember  when  our  printer  (Newsweb,  owned 
by  the  Toronto  Star)  stopped  printing  our  paper. 
We  had  to  have  it  done  in  Kitchener,  so  I  would 
pick  it  up  and  take  it.  Whatever  had  to  be  done. 

It  was  good  to  see  what  I  felt  in  print.  This 
was  the  first  time  there  was  anything  positive, 
and  it  was  written  by  us  and  for  us. 


people  have  felt  strongly  enough  about 
the  paper's  direction  to  commit  a  big 
chunk  of  their  time  and  energy  to  mak- 
ing it  happen.  It  has  sometimes  been  very 
strong,  unified,  with  a  sense  of  purpose. 
It  has  also  been  weak  and  vacillating, 
drained  of  energies  by  simmering  dis- 
trusts and  conflicts.  They  have  rarely 
erupted  though  —  a  blanket  of  good 
Canadian  manners  frequently  settles 
quietly  over  everything.  If  a  knife  blade 
does  flash  briefly,  it  is  probably  Ken 
Popert's. 

The  collective  once  did  almost  every- 
thing, and  almost  anyone  who  had 
worked  on  at  least  one  issue  could  count 


him  or  herself  a  member.  Charlie  Dobie 
and  Peter  Zorzi  were  among  the  people 
who  founded  what  finally  got  christened 
The  Body  Politic  —  rejected  names  in- 
cluded Mandala  and  Dykes  and  Queers. 
They  can  remember  that,  back  for  the 
first  issue,  you  might  write  your  piece, 
read  it  out  loud  to  the  rest  of  the  group, 
get  it  approved,  design  the  page  yourself 
and  do  your  own  paste-up.  Then  you'd 
be  expected  to  sell  the  finished  product 
along  Yonge  Street,  or  from  table  to 
table  at  the  Parkside  or  St  Charles  Tav- 
ern —  if  you  could  escape  the  notice  of  a 


vigilant  staff  under  orders  to  keep  those 
gay  libbers  outside. 

Peter  and  Charlie  remember  the  fer- 
ment that  gave  birth  to  The  Body  Politic. 
The  University  of  Toronto  Homophile 
Association,  formed  in  1969,  was  the  first 
organizational  stirring  of  gay  conscious- 
ness. By  1971  there  was  the  Community 
Homophile  Association  of  Toronto, 
Toronto  Gay  Action  (the  "radicals")  and 
several  other  groups.  The  city  was  riding 
the  crest  of  good  economic  times  and  a 
sassy  youth  culture  that  wanted  to  try  ev- 
erything and  right  every  injustice.  Both 
Peter  and  Charlie  worked  at  Guerilla,  an 
alternative  newspaper  that  had  a  surpri- 
singly large  number  of  gay  people  work- 
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ing  for  it.  Charlie  says  there  was  basically 
a  supportive  atmosphere  there  —  though 
there  were  occasional  nervous  jokes 
about  the  gays  taking  over  the  paper. 
And  one  man  did  finally  tell  Charlie, 
"This  is  a  working-class  newspaper,  and 
I  don't  think  hairdressers  and  ballet 
dancers  read  us." 

At  a  meeting  of  Toronto  Gay  Action 
in  September  or  early  October  of  1971, 
Jearld  Moldenhauer  stood  up  and  an- 
nounced that  some  people  had  been  talk- 
ing of  starting  a  paper,  that  a  meeting 
was  being  organized  and  if  you  were  in- 
terested you  should  come. 

Moldenhauer.  What  is  one 
to  say  about  Jearld 
Moldenhauer?  He  was 
founder,  sustainer  really, 
over  the  early  years,  sur- 
rendering part  of  his  home  and  most  of 
his  life  to  making  The  Body  Politic  come 
alive.  Infuriating,  tactless  (he  would  say 
"direct"),  he  nonetheless  drew  people  to 
the  paper  because  he  was  so  clearly  a 
focus  of  energy  —  he  would,  in  just  over 
a  decade,  found  the  first  gay  liberation 
organizations  in  Toronto  and  Ithaca, 
New  York,  start  Canada's  first  gay 
newspaper  and  build  what  is  probably 
the  best  gay  bookstore  in  the  world.  He 
often  provided  that  quick,  sharp  snap 
with  the  past  that  lifted  people  out  of 
their  frightened,  reflex  hesitations  about 
their  sexuality.  People  tumbled  out  of 
the  closet  for  Jearld  Moldenhauer. 
Sometimes  they  fled  from  him,  too  — 
and  from  The  Body  Politic. 

Mervin  Walker,  a  collective  member 
from  1973  to  1978:  "He  was  a  pushy 
bastard.  In  the  days  when  we  were 
reading  articles  aloud  for  approval,  he 
could  destroy  someone  with  a  few  well- 
placed  cackles." 

At  the  same  time,  from  Merv:  "In  a 
perverse  kind  of  way  he  made  me  get  in- 
volved. One  of  the  first  tasks  I  had  was 
to  do  some  Letrasetting.  He  came  over 
after  I  finished,  picked  it  up,  howled  at  it 
and  began  showing  it  around  the  office. 
I  decided  then  that  I'd  have  to  be  better 
than  he.  That  made  me  stay." 

Jearld  came  to  the  paper  steeped  in 
Herbert  Marcuse  and  David  Cooper,  and 
he  wanted  to  make  The  Body  Politic  talk 
about  those  things  —  he  had  a  philoso- 
phy, a  sense  of  direction,  when  most  of 
the  rest  of  us,  particularly  people  like 
me,  were  floundering,  knowing  only  that 
we  wanted  to  say  something  about  this 
marvellous,  heady  transformation  that 
was  happening  everywhere  we  looked. 

He  was  brutally  impatient,  and  suspi- 
cious almost  to  the  point  of  paranoia. 
For  a  longish  period  we  were  "coordina- 
tors" and  worked  together  on  a  daily 
basis,  and  there  were  days  when  I  would 
storm  out  of  that  house  on  Kensington 
Avenue  unable  to  spend  another  minute 
with  the  man.  And  I  am  known  for  my 
even  temper. 

I  always  came  back.  I  wanted  to  work 
on  The  Body  Politic  and  that  meant 
working  with  Jearld  Moldenhauer.  After 
a  day  of  fuming  I  could  go  back  and  face 
him,  knowing  my  absence  would  not  be 
mentioned  by  either  one  of  us,  realizing 
that  I  had  a  great  deal  of  fondness  for 
much  of  that  eccentric,  scratchy,  angu- 
lar individual  who  called  me  Miss 
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Herb  Spiers, 

35  years  old,  founding  member  of  The  Body 
Politic,  had  the  hunkiest  body  even  before  it 
was  hot  to  be  hunky.  He  made  significant 
editorial  and  political  contributions  until 
consumed  by  a  doctoral  programme  in 
philosophy. 

He  now  lives  in  New  York  City,  where  he 
works  as  an  agent  for  a  Spanish  art  com- 
pany —  when  he 's  not  off  being  the  toast  of 
Fire  Island. 

I  was  aware  of  the  gay  movement  in  the 
early  Seventies  —  in  fact  I  had  this  pipe 
dream. . .  I  used  to  walk  down  Yonge  Street 
and  think,  oh,  if  only  I  could  escape  to  New 
York  City  and  join  the  Mattachine  Society 
and  work  with  them  for  gay  rights  —  or,  as 
I  thought  of  it  then,  some  sort  of  homo- 
sexual emancipation. 

But  I  got  involved  in  Toronto  Gay  Action 
and  CHAT  and  there  were  three  people  there 
—  Jerry  Moldenhauer,  Tony  Metie  and 
Peter  Zorzi  —  who  were  eager  to  start  a 
Canadian  gay  newspaper.  The  first  meet- 
ings were  full  of  uncertainty  —  nobody  had 
any  experience  putting  out  a  newspaper. 
But  there  was  this  great  concern  that  every- 
body who  was  part  of  the  collective  should 
be  involved.  It  was  felt  that  even  if  you 
didn  't  have  any  expertise  or  talent  for 
something  like  layout  or  paste-up  —  that 
didn  7  matter.  Everybody  should  be  in- 
volved because  that  was  democratic  and 
after  all  this  was  a  collective.  As  I  remem- 
ber, those  things  were  more  the  concerns 
of  the  women  than  the  men.  ...We  were  all 
being  so  sensitive  to  the  political  realities  of 
being  a  lesbian  rather  than  a  gay  man. 

I  remember  for  the  first  issue,  Paul  Mac- 
donald  said,  '  'aren  't  you  coming  down  for 
layout?  "  and  I  said  no,  I  'djust  be  in  the 
way,  I'm  all  thumbs.  But  I  went  down  and 
got  this  10-minute  crash  course. . .  and  I 
even  had  to  come  up  with  the  title.  And  all 
the  titles  had  to  be  approved. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  tension  then 
because  there  were  so  many  political  dif- 
ferences on  the  collective.  The  Body  Politic 
wasn  't  conceived  then  as  a  gay  newspaper 
reporting  gay  events  —  it  was  a  gay  libera- 
tion journal  to  promote  the  cause  of  gay 
liberation  and  to  distill  its  principles.  Prob- 
lem was,  there  were  so  many  differences  as 
to  what  those  principles  were.  The  atmos- 
phere was  not  friendly  —  there  was 
acrimony,  at  times  even  name  calling. 
There  was  also  continuing  tension  between 
the  men  and  the  women. 

There  was  a  division  too  over  how  the 


paper  should  speak  to  its  readers.  One  view 
was  that  it  should  be  very  straightforward 
and  not  talk  down  —  basically,  working 
class  gays  should  be  able  to  understand  it. 
The  other  faction  thought  that  was  talking 
down  and  the  paper  should  be  done  in  a 
very  professional  way.  Some  people 
became  disaffected  as  they  saw  TBP 
becoming  too  artsy -f artsy ,  too  intellectual. 
I  don't  think  there  was  ever  a  clear-cut, 
worked-out  idea  of  what  the  paper  was 
about,  who  it  would  speak  to  and  what  its 
goals  were. 

The  first  issue  was  really  less  exciting 
and  fun  than  subsequent  issues.  It  was 
always  a  great  deal  of  fun  when  John 
Forbes  would  read  his  Twilight  Trails  col- 
umn. And  it  was  good  to  go  out  and  actually 


sell  the  paper  in  the  streets  —  some  people 
were  so  critical  of  it. . .  it  was  just  stirring  up 
trouble  and  making  things  even  more  public 
and  we  were  just  a  bunch  of  hippie 
radicals. 

In  a  sense  it  didn 't  talk  about  or  to  the 
community  then  —  they'd  pick  up  the 
paper  and  get  page  after  page  of  political 
harangue.  But  then  at  that  time  most  of 
those  people  didn 't  know  they  were  a 
"community. " 

I  think  more  so  than  anything  else  the 
paper  helped  create  that  sense  of  commu- 
nity over  the  decade  as  a  whole,  in  Toronto, 
anyway. 

I  've  never  ceased  to  feel  that  the  thing  in 
my  life  I  can  take  the  greatest  pride  in  has 
been  my  association  with  The  Body  Politic. 


Hannon  and  served  me  "lettuce  steaks" 
for  lunch,  and  quoted,  in  German,  from 
the  operatic  version  of  Salome  when  he 
got  exasperated. 

Jearld  was  kicked  out  of  the  paper 
finally  —  he  says  he  was  assassinated. 
Typically,  the  final  scene  was  ugly.  I 
remember  he  spat  af  one  of  us  as  he  went 
out  the  doOr. 

I  prefer  to  remember  both  of  us  sitting 
on  the  floor  in  the  frigid  little  shack  at- 
tached to  4  Kensington  that  became  The 
Body  Politic  office,  wrapping  subscrip- 
tion copies  one  by  one  in  brown  paper 
and  loading  them  into  a  child's  red 
wagon  for  their  trip  to  the  post  office. 
We  licked  stamps  .a7Q 
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Former  i 


for  each  one  of  them,  too  —  that  was 
before  anyone  had  told  us  about  second- 
class  mailing  privileges  for  periodicals. 

No  one,  in  fact,  knew  anything  about 
journalism.  Or  business.  It  showed,  too, 
for  a  long  time  —  the  Ontario  Arts 
Council  turned  down  our  first  applica- 
tion for  a  grant  because  of  our  "low 
standards  of  editing  and  design."  And 
they  were  right. 

We  have  always  been  lucky,  though,  in 
that  we  have  attracted  talented  people 
who  would  work  for  us  for  nothing. 
Merv  Walker  came  to  us  out  of  Saskat- 
chewan at  the  age  of  19  and  began  im- 
posing some  of  the  tight-assed  design 
standards  that  have  come  to  charac- 
terize our  look.  Kirk  Kelly  has  re- 
designed the  paper  twice,  most 
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recently  into  its  trimmed  tabloid  format, 
and  made  it  one  of  the  best  designed  gay 
papers  anywhere. 

The  person  who  interprets  that  design 
now  is  Rick  Bebout. 

He  is,  as  I  have  mentioned,  also  one  of 
the  paid  staff.  He  was  hired  in  1977  when 
Merv  Walker  left,  and  on  Merv's  recom- 
mendation. I  can  remember  one  of  our 
first  encounters,  a  rather  revealing  one 
about  both  of  us. 

He  asked  me  why  our  invoices  were 
numbered. 

I  told  him  we  numbered  them  so  we 
could  know  what  the  next  number 
should  be. 

No,  he  said,  why  do  you  number  them 
at  all? 

We  don't  number  our  invoices  any 
more.  Rick  brought  questions 
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John  Forbes, 


36  years  old,  creator  of  Twilight  Trails,  the  first 
"personality"  column  to  appear  in  The  Body 
Politic.  As  Twilight  Rose,  he  tried  to  "bring 
taste  to  the  revolution, "  and  humour  to  our 
then  (even  more)  serious  pages. 

He  still  lives  in  Toronto,  working  in  the 
recording  studio  of  the  Canadian  National  Ins- 
titute for  the  Blind  —  where  he  never  says 
"Catch  me  Tarzan!"  into  the  microphone. 

When  I  arrived  in  Vancouver  my  friend's 
house  was  the  gay  liberation  house.  It  was 
called  Pinkcheeks  —  a  bit  twee,  but  sweet. 
And  we  had  gay  liberation  meetings,  and  there 
was  a  definite  difference  in  those  days  be- 
tween homophiles  and  liberationists  —  we 
were  the  real  radicals,  the  grassroots  types. 

We  started  a  drop-in  centre  and  a  distress 
line  down  on  Pender  and  Carroll  Streets  in 
Chinatown  above  the  women 's  bookstore.  We 
shared  the  same  floor  as  the  Yippie  Party. 
About  that  time  I  met  Ron  Whinton  —  we 
weren  't  that  interested  in  the  analysis  of  gay 
liberation,  and  being  a  street  person  rather 
than  an  academic,  I  knew  things  had  to  be 
changed  and  I  knew  at  that  point  that  meant 
taking  to  the  streets. 

So  Ron  and  I  said,  "well,  let's  have  a  sur- 
realist movement.  "  We  were  interested  in 
what  the  Cockettes  were  doing  in  San  Fran- 


cisco, and  in  Seattle  the  Whiz  Kids.  And  I 
coined  the  word  Ephemerals  —  I  thought  it 
sounded  like  a  Fifties  rock  group,  and  he 
became  Ruby  Tuesday  and  I  was  Twilight  Rose 

—  I  got  the  name  from  a  make-up  counter  at 
the  Bay. . .  a  shade  of  lipstick.  We  had  others 
in  the  group  —  VaVaVa  Voom  (who  later 
became  Madame  Wow),  Baby-Jane  Hudson, 
Fleurette  du  Mai,  Dame  Ivy  League,  Torna 
Sunder,  and  Charity  Ball. 

We  were  to  bring  tastefulness  to  the  rev- 
olution. But  in  reality  what  we  did  was  satirize 
drag,  and  we  were  greatly  resented  for  it. 
People  thought  we  were  taking  the  drag  seri- 
ously. Feminists  completely  misunderstood  us 

—  they  missed  the  major  point,  which  was  to 
satirize  drag,  not  women,  and  to  turn  the 
whole  drag  scene,  which  was  very  important 
for  gays,  into  a  travesty. 

On  the  street  in  Vancouver,  people  would 
laugh  or  talk  to  us,  but  when  we  went  into  the 
Castle,  which  was  Vancouver's  equivalent  of 


Toronto 's  Parkside,  we  got  yelled  at.  '  'Get  the 
fuck  out  of  here!  Sick  drag  queens!"  So  I  felt 
our  zapping  should  be  aimed  more  at  the 
ghetto,  at  the  gays. 

That  went  on  till  the  fall  of  71  when  I 
returned  to  Toronto.  It  was  perfect  timing 
because  The  Body  Politic  was  starting  and  I 
went  to  the  very  first  meeting.  It  was  terribly 
slapdash  —  somebody  would  write  an  article 
and  then  we  'dgeta  good  typist  who  'd  do  it  on 
a  Selectric  with  the  various  typeballs.  Then 
we  'd  all  get  together  and  do  paste-up  and 
have  a  wonderful  time  kidding  and  joking. 

I  couldn  't  write  the  straight  party  line,  so 
my  usefulness  was  in  creating  the  persona  of 
Twilight  Rose  —  a  hippie  Tiresias.  We  were 
exploring  the  whole  androgynous  concept,  the 
whole  anti-role  playing  aspect  of  gay  libera- 
tion. You  don 't  have  to  be  a  macho  man  or  a 
nellie  queen,  you  can  incorporate  both. 

But  Twilight  Rose  was  only  useful  in  the 
androgynous  period  —  then  rock  stars  picked 


up  on  drag  and  I  knew  androgyny  had  no  im- 
pact any  more.  I  didn  't  have  a  role  anymore, 
that's  why  I  left  the  paper.  I  wasn  't  betraying 
the  cause,  I  was  really  withdrawing. 

The  movement  always  needs  a  shot  in  the 
arm  and  that's  what  I  like  about  the  rallies  — 
the  RTPC  —  it  really  embarrasses  the  politi- 
cians to  see  3, 000  Marys  disco  dancing  on 
Yonge  Street.  I'm  really  thrilled  to  see  that's 
going  on. 

And  the  younger  generation  —  there  are 
certain  things  that  are  just  wonderful.  I'll 
think,  gee,  you  don't  have  to  go  through  all 
those  dreadful  suicide  novels,  sex  in  wash- 
rooms, you  don 't  have  to  suddenly  get 
dressed  up  in  make-up  to  fit  in  with  your 
peers.  The  options  are  so  much  wider.  You 
could  get  nothing  in  1959  when  I  first  started 
—  just  those  wretched  novels  with  names  like 
Twilight  Paths  or  Maybe  Tomorrow.  I  feel  so 
good  that  kids  don 't  have  to  go  through  that 
anymore. 


with  him  that  he  asks  over  and  over 
again,  pushing  them  up  against  every  sit- 
uation: What  are  you  doing  it /or?  What 
do  you  want  to  make  happen?  What  do 
you  want  to  have  at  the  end  of  it? 

In  many  ways  he  is  the  most  powerful 
person  on  the  paper.  He  worked  eighty 
hours  a  week  when  he  first  started  and  he 
ended  up  being  able  to  do  everything, 
and  almost  all  of  it  superbly.  He  could 
write,  edit,  do  promo  copy,  design, 
typeset  and  administer.  He  could  have 
taken  over  the  paper,  except  that  he  said 
stop  me,  I'm  taking  over  the  paper. 

I  have  seen  him  almost  in  tears  from 
frustration  and  exhaustion  as  we  inched 
towards  a  press  date  it  looked  like  we 
would  miss.  I  knew  he  would  have  been 
happiest  then  if  he  could  have  done  ev- 
erything himself,  made  everything  per- 
fect, gotten  it  out  of  the  hands  of  those 
inept  boobs  who  were  screwing  up  his 
paper.  I  have  seen  him,  awake  for  thirty^ 


six  hours  and  going  on  nothing  but  ad- 
renalin, delay  just  a  little  longer  so  he 
could  move  a  body  of  type  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  to  see  if  it  would  look 
better. 

He  will  talk  until  he  gets  his  way.  He 
will  go  on  and  on  and  on  —  sometimes 
collective  meetings  have  seemed  like  for- 
ums for  Rick  Bebout,  with  a  too  agree- 
able supporting  cast.  He  looks  forward 
to  visits  from  designer  Kirk  Kelly,  loud 
and  assertive  and  certain  about  every- 
thing he  says,  someone  to  run  up  against, 
an  unyielding  surface  for  polishing  ideas 
and  techniques. 

"Power  is  really  it,"  he  told  me.  He 
means  power  over  his  work:  "Nowhere 
else  could  I  have  so  much  control  over 
the  direction  of  my  own  work.  It's  won- 
derful to  tour  someone  through  the 
office  and  explain  that  nobody  owns  it. 


We  all  own  it.  That  couldn't  happen 
except  through  a  collective." 

I  expect  I  have  made  him  sound  rather 
grimly  single-minded  and  maniacal  and 
that  is  not  Ricky,  at  least  not  all  of  the 
time.  Mostly  he  is  simply  good-hu- 
moured and  good-natured,  not  so  avidly 
social  as  he  once  was  when  he  seemed  to 
know  everyone  in  every  scene  in  town, 
but  still  at  home  over  long  social  dinners, 
full  of  talk  that  can  range  from  Virginia 
Woolf's  diaries  to  Nazi  propaganda  to 
the  luscious  tight  bum  on  the  most  recent 
office  volunteer. 
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nevitably  in  this  crowd,  dinner 
conversations  come  back  to  The 
Body  Politic  and  its  collective  and 
how  to  make  it  work.  The  test  of 
it  all,  the  test  of  almost  everything 
we  had  been  working  toward  —  and  the 
moment  as  significant  for  us  as  the 
founding  of  the  paper  itself  —  came  late 
in  the  afternoon  of  December  30,  1977. 

They  came  about  five  o'clock,  a  hand- 
ful of  plainclothes  officers  from  Opera- 
tion P,  the  special  pornography  squad, 


and  they  had  a  search  warrant.  Three 
hours  later,  it  felt  as  if  they  had  taken 
half  the  office  with  them.  Ed  Jackson 
was  there,  I  was  at  home  and  I  remember 
calling  hour  after  hour  and  he  would  say, 
"They're  still  here.  They're  taking 
everything,  everything."  He  was  wretch- 
ed and  helpless. 

On  January  5,  1978  Ed  Jackson,  Ken 
Popert  and  myself  were  commanded,  in 
Her  Majesty's  name,  to  appear  in  court 
to  answer  a  charge  of  unlawfully  using 
the  mails  "for  the  purpose  of  transmit- 
ting indecent,  immoral  or  scurrilous  mat- 
ter" —  issue  39  of  The  Body  Politic, 
including  the  article,  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men." 

The  trial  itself  began  almost  a  year 
later.  That  year  did  it.  On  January  2, 
1979  we  walked  into  court  knowing  that, 
regardless  of  the  verdict,  we  had  most  of 
the  community  behind  us.  It  hadn't  al- 
ways been  like  that.  When  the  raid  and 
charges  came  down  there  were  many 
voices  that  said  we  got  what  we  deserved, 
that  the  out-of-touch  radicals  had  done 
themselves  in  —  and  about  time,  too. 
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TBP  defendants  Ed  Jackson,  Ken  Popert  and  Gerald  Hannon,  with  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby 

We  won  in  1979. 
You  can  help  us  win  again. 


This  isn't  a  plea  for  money. 

Not  this  time.  When  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund 
learned  that  TBP  would  be  facing  trial  again  this  spring,  it  got  going 
on  a  new  round  of  fundraising.  A  request  for  financial  backing  went 
out  to  almost  3,500  people. 

The  response  has  been  gratifying,  and  it's  hard  to  be  anything  but 
relieved  and  happy  about  that.  But  we  have  a  problem:  the  replies 
and  the  cheques  are  piling  up  and  The  Fund,  always  under-staffed, 
is  having  trouble  staying  on  top  of  the  situation. 

If  you  live  within  easy  travelling  distance  of  The  Body  Politic 
office,  where  The  Fund  has  a  desk,  you  could  help. 

We  need  a  small  number  of  people  who  can  efficiently  handle  the 
work  involved  in  sorting  the  replies,  transmitting  cheques  to  our 
trust  fund,  dealing  with  details  and,  above  all,  getting  thank-you 
cards  out  to  the  many  people  who  have  donated  to  The  Fund.  It 
would  be  an  asset  if  you  have  some  background  in  using  a 
computer-stored  data  base,  but  it's  not  essential. 

If  you  can  take  on  this  kind  of  work  and  are  willing  to  stay  with  it 
for  a  couple  of  hours  a  week  over  a  period  of  four  months,  we  need 
your  help.  The  coffee  and  the  conversation  are  free.  Use  the  coupon 
below  to  let  us  know  you're  out  there  and  willing  to  lend  a  hand. 


I  can  help  with  The  Fund  until  spring  arrives. 

Name    


■: 


Address. 


Telephone 

I'm  available  L^days        Devenings         Dweekends. 

Mail  this  form  to  us  at  The  Body  Politic  Free  the  Press  Fund, 

c/o  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


It  was  partly  true,  the  out-of-touch  bit. 
We  once  felt,  as  Ed  Jackson  put  it,  that 
everybody  else  was  out  of  touch  with 
what  we  were  doing.  There  was  a  sense 
that  we  were  doing  something  no  one  else 
had  done  before  and  we  were  caught  up 
with  creating  ourselves.  There  was  only  a 
small  group  you  could  turn  to  for  sup- 
port and  you  turned  to  it. 

We  never  went  completely  off  the  wall, 
never  turned  into  one  of  those  silly  little 
sectarian  left  papers  with  the  thermostat 
always  on  shrill,  but,  after  the  raid,  we 
learned  we  were  isolated  in  ways  that 
were  a  cruel  shock.  We  suddenly  needed 
our  community  and,  at  a  tumultuous 
meeting  called  to  deal  with  Anita 
Bryant's  impending  visit  in  January,  just 
after  we  were  charged,  it  was  clear  that 
the  community  was  not  a  solid  force 
behind  us.  The  tide  turned  that  night,  in 
our  favour,  but  it  was  due  more  to  an  im- 
passioned speech  by  journalist  Joanne 
Kates  than  anything  we  did.  The  rest  of 
that  year's  work  had  to  be  ours. 

We  pulled  a  lot  of  marvellous  people 
to  us  that  year,  people  who  worked  like 
hell  to  help  us  defend  our  right  to  pub- 
lish, people  who  frequently  disagreed 
rather  vehemently  with  what  "Men  Lov- 
ing Boys  Loving  Men"  had  to  say. 

There  were  deep  wells  of  strength  on 
the  collective,  too.  I  think  of  Tim 
McCaskell  and  Chris  Bearchell. 

Someone,  perhaps  he  was  a  little  de- 
ranged, once  told  me  he  had  heard  there 
were  only  three  criteria  for  collective 
membership:  looks,  looks  and  looks. 
Perhaps  he  knew  Tim  McCaskell,  who  is 
always  beautiful  no  matter  how  un- 
fashionably  he  dresses,  and  very  often 
wise,  even  given  his  incipient  authoritar- 
ianism. I  console  myself  with  the  know- 
ledge that  he  spells  extremely  badly. 

He  is  one  of  our  bona  fide  politicos. 
He  knows  from  Marxism,  has  deep  con- 
nections with  Toronto's  immigrant  com- 
munities, has  done  his  tour  of  Third 
World  countries  in  the  throes  of  revolu- 
tion. To  complete  the  stereotype  he 
ought  to  be  rigidly  dogmatic,  but  he  is 
not,  though  I  catch  glimpses  sometimes 
of  an  icy,  unforgiving  quality  behind 
those  icy  blue  eyes. 

There  is  a  rustic  quality  about  Timmy. 
He  does  not  have  Ken's  acidic  brilliance, 
or  Rick's  rapid-fire  memory  and  diplo- 
matic eloquence.  Instead,  there  is  a  slow, 
almost  deliberate  quality  when  Timmy 
speaks;  you  can  almost  imagine  the  feet  . 
up  on  the  cracker  barrel. 

But  he  makes  devastating  sense  some- 
times, and  he  did  often  during  that  year 
before  the  trial,  especially  when  we  had 
collective  meetings  that  drew  in  a  wider 
group  than  the  collective  proper.  They 
were  wonderful,  sustaining  meetings  that 
came  when  our  resources  were  stretched 
to  their  limits,  and  the  Crown  was  offer- 
ing "deals"  that  were  tantalizing.  It  real- 
ly looked  like  we  could  cut  our  losses  — 
a  quiet  little  guilty  plea,  a  modest  penalty 
and  we  could  get  on  with  the  business  of 
publishing. 

I  remember  Chris  Bearchell  arriving  at 
one  of  those  meetings.  She  was  late  — 
she  is  always  late,  maddeningly  and  in- 
furiatingly  late,  but  it  made  no  difference 
that  time  because  she  just  launched  right 
into  it,  filling  a  silence  that  cried  for 
direction,  that  needed  push  and  energy. 

She  was  just  twenty-five  then,  and  had 


already  been  on  the  executive  of  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  been  the 
chairperson  of  the  Damien  Defence 
Committee,  been  part  of  the  Lesbian  Or- 
ganization of  Toronto  and  the  TV  pro- 
duction group,  the  Gay  Offensive  Collec- 
tive. She  hadn't  been  with  the  paper  for 
very  long  in  any  formal  sense,  though 
she'd  been  writing  for  it  for  some  time. 

She  came  to  the  meeting  with  a  firmer 
conviction  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us  that 
there  should  be  no  deals  with  the  Crown, 
and  better  than  the  rest  of  us,  she  could 
say  why:  not  from  any  knee-jerk  radical- 
ism, but  from  a  growing  awareness  that  a 
guilty  plea  would  not  just  put  the  whole 
nasty  business  to  one  side  and  leave  us 
free  to  publish.  Our  kind  of  publishing 
could  always  mean  that  kind  of  fighting. 
It  was  as  simple  as  that.  A  publication 
that  had  pleaded  guilty  to  being  immoral 
or  indecent  could  not  very  well  expect  to 
be  taken  very  seriously  on  matters  of  sex- 
ual liberation. 

She  is  not  physically  impressive.  I 
wonder  sometimes  how  she's  going  to 
pull  it  off,  this  short,  stocky  dyke,  as  she 
climbs  on  to  one  more  podium  one  more 
time,  sometimes  before  thousands  of 
people  and  often,  as  she  admits,  scared 
shitless  and  not  having  any  idea  what  to 
say.  But  she  always  does  pull  it  off, 
knows  exactly  how  to  play  a  crowd, 
knows  too  when  to  be  the  nice  but  tough 
young  lady  heading  off  to  meet  with,  as 
she  might  put  it,  "some  turkeys  from  the 
Government." 

She  is  the  only  woman  on  the  collec- 
tive. There  never  have  been  very  many, 
though  women  have  worked  and  written 
for  the  paper  for  as  long  as  it  has  been  in 
existence.  I  remember,  back  at  the  begin- 
ning, tremendous  fights  with  two  sim- 
mering lesbians  who  were  on  the  collec- 
tive and  fought  violently  against  the  use 
of  a  male  nude  on  the  back  cover  of 
issue  2.  Chris  would  have  had  no  truck 
with  that  sort  of  thing,  nor  the  decision, 
pushed  by  the  same  two  lesbians,  to  leave 
last  names  out  of  the  list  of  collective 
members  as  a  way  of  "fighting  the  patri- 
archy." Chris  will  not  use  the  guilt  that 
gay  men  feel  about  lesbians  —  she  has 
enough  resources  to  fight  fairly,  when 
she  has  to  fight. 

You  probably  know  her  as  Toronto's 
Only  Lesbian  —  the  one  you  keep  seeing 
on  television,  at  rallies,  at  meetings.  I 
think  she's  tantalized  by  that  role,  as 
much  as  she  resists  it.  "I  keep  doing  it," 
she  says,  "because  I'm  afraid  of  what 
would  happen  if  I  stopped." 

I  began  this  by  taking  you  on  a 
tour.  A  people  tour,  really  —  The 
Body  Politic  has  worked  for  ten 
years  partly  because  of  the  con- 
tinuity of  its  people,  and  con- 
tinues to  work  because  we  continue  to 
attract,  develop  and,  yes,  exploit  new 
people. 

I  still  think  of  them  as  the  "new  peo- 
ple" —  John  Allec,  Stephen  MacDon- 
ald,  Roger  Spalding,  Leo  Casey.  I  cer- 
tainly don't  think  of  them  as  interlopers 
—  it's  just  that  time  here  makes  a  differ- 
ence, particularly  in  the  skills  you  pick 
up  and  polish,  and  new  people  seem 
"new"  because  I  can't  assume  I  can  ask 
them  a  question  on  any  aspect  of  the 
mysteries  of  publishing  this  thing 
and  get  an  answer.  „«no. 
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Perhaps  there  is  a  tiny  residue  of  what 
used  to  be  called  "kitchen  collectivism." 
There  was  a  time  in  the  early  '70s  when 
collective  members  Ed  Jackson,  Merv 
Walker,  Paul  Macdonald,  Herb  Spiers, 
Robert  Trow  and  myself  all  lived  in  the 
same  house  and  the  magazine  was  pub- 
lished out  of  a  room  in  our  basement. 
There  were  other  people  on  the  collec- 
tive, but  needless  to  say  they  had  a  strong 
suspicion  that  many  crucial  decisions 
were  being  made  by  six  people  over  cof- 
fee in  the  kitchen.  They  were  right,  too. 

The  kitchen  is  now  closed,  but  it  has 
been  replaced  in  some  measure  by  the 
staff  —  people  who  are  authorized  to 
make  many  decisions  but  not  all. 

Stephen  MacDonald  is  probably  our 
most  persistent  scrutinizer.  He  was  ap- 
palled, I  think,  at  the  offhand  way  staff 
decided  to  hire  Ken  Popert.  He  has  been 
generating  a  blizzard  of  memos  and  dia- 
grams ever  since,  arguing  for  a  rational 
and  open  hiring  policy  and  pushing  for 
yearly  staff  evaluations.  Small  and  pre- 
cise with  unusually  expressive  eyebrows, 
he  is  always  somewhat  apologetic  as  he 
prods  this  chaotic  group  with  a  formula 
he  frankly  admits  is  adapted  from  rather 
bureaucratic  models.  He  is  learning,  I 
think,  how  to  get  things  accepted  by 
voicing  the  anticipated  criticisms  yourself 
and  then  strangling  them  at  birth. 

At  24,  John  Allec  is  our  youngest  col- 
lective member,  an  import  from  Winni- 
peg, tall,  almost  painfully  thin,  an  opera- 
phile  who  does  a  lot  of  our  typesetting 
these  days  plugged  into  a  Walkman  belt- 
ing Wagner  into  his  head. 

He  turns  to  Wagner,  in  fact,  for  image- 
ry to  describe  his  impressions  of  the  col- 
lective before  he  got  involved:  a  Valhalla 
of  demigods  (one  squirms  here),  not 
necessarily  the  hard  workers  but  the  ones 
with  the  strong  personalities.  He  said  he 
did  not  believe  it  when  he  was  asked  to 
consider  collective  membership,  and  per- 
haps made  up  for  his  uncertainties  by 
throwing  himself  into  the  work  —  fif- 
teen, twenty  hours  a  week  over  and 
above  his  full-time  job  with  the  Red 
Cross. 

Both  Stephen  and  Roger  said  similar 
things:  they  had  this  image  of  the  collec- 
tive as  a  "coterie  of  political  experts  who 
would  have  no  room  for  me."  It  seems 
we  have  an  image  problem.  Even  Rick 
Bebout  recalls,  back  before  he  got  in- 
volved, that  he  assumed  he  wouldn't  fit 
because  he  wasn't  "politically  correct" 
enough. 

It's  what  we  print,  I  guess,  or  more 
likely  what  we  don't  print.  There  is  a  lot 
of  politics  and  analysis  in  the  pages  of 
TBP,  which  is  fine,  but  there  is  very 
little  humour,  despite  a  ritualistic  yearly 
commitment  to  look  for  more.  There 
used  to  be  very  little  about  the  politics  of 
everyday  living,  and  there  still  is  not 
enough. 

Roger  says  he  was  expecting  "heavy- 
duty  ideologues,  but  when  I  met  them, 
BP  people  just  seemed  your  basic 
nomos." 

Surprisingly  enough  in  that  ivory-tower 
atmosphere,  I  think  some  people  become 
more  "your  basic  homo." 

I  recall  not  liking  Leo  Casey  very 
much  when  I  first  met  him,  though  I  am 
very  fond  of  him  now,  and  not  only 
because  he  is  the  only  collective  member 
who  regularly  rubs  my  bum.  He  would 
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never  have  done  that  when  he  first  came 
around,  and  with  his  bristling,  fiery-red 
beard  and  hair  he  seemed  forbiddingly 
the  doctrinaire  politico  we  had  been  try- 
ing to  work  away  from. 

He  is  still  "political"  in  ways  I  find 
too  reflex  (the  phrase  "lesbians  and  gay 
men"  appears  in  every  fifth  sentence  of 
any  news  story  Leo  writes),  but  I  think 
he  is  warmer  and  less  didactic  now  in 
ways  that  I  think  have  received  some 
nourishment  here.  Certainly  staff  have 
watched  in  fascination  as  his  beard  and 
hair  have  become  progressively  (and 
fashionably)  shorter.  Perhaps  we  shall 
produce  our  first  clone. 

Leo  is  not  presently  on  the  collective 
list.  He  is  a  martyr  to  his  thesis,  but  still 
produces  the  American  section  of  the 
International  News  each  month. 

His  work  —  all  of  ours  —  reaches  few- 
er people  than  I  would  want.  There  were 
5,000  copies  of  the  first  issue  of  The 
Body  Politic.  Ten  years  later,  we  print 
just  double  that  and  sell,  on  a  very  good 
issue,  about  70%  of  them.  The  Advocate 
sells  ten  times  as  many  copies  of  each 
issue. 

Yet  we  are  an  institution  in  ways  that 
The  Advocate  will  never  be,  for  all  its 
fine  qualities.  We  are  not  just  a  maga- 
zine, and  never  have  been.  Often,  to  our 
dismay  and  exhaustion,  we  are  a  re- 
source and  information  bank  and,  at 
times,  the  most  visible  and  accessible  part 
of  the  local  gay  movement.  There  is 
almost  always  someone  in  The  Body  Poli- 
tic office,  no  matter  what  time  you  call. 
The  other  day  I  took  a  call  from  a  wom- 
an who  wanted  to  know  whether  gay 
men  wore  their  ear  studs  in  the  left  or 
right  ear.  People  call  to  find  out  other 
people's  phone  numbers,  to  get  a  list  of 
the  bars  and  baths,  to  ask  for  clarifica- 
tion of  something  they  heard  on  the 
radio,  to  offer  help,  to  offer  blow-jobs, 
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to  threaten  to  blow  the  place  off  the 
map,  to  tell  us  we're  doing  a  good  job, 
to  ask  us  why  we're  not  doing  a  better 
one. 

We  make  news  in  ways  few  other 
publications  can  or  would  care  to,  and 
then  we  report  it,  quoting  ourselves 
sometimes,  photographing  ourselves  too 
—  not  because  we're  especially  hot  on 
that  role,  but  because  we  are  so  often 
right  at  the  centre  of  things. 

I  know  that  sounds  smug,  but  the  very 
"centredness"  of  The  Body  Politic  is  still 
something  that  attracts  people  to  work 
on  the  magazine. 

Bill  Lewis,  who  was  a  collective 
member  until  fairly  recently,  and  who 
coordinated  the  news  department  with 
me,  talked  "of  being  on  top  of  every- 
thing." Merv  Walker,  who  now  lives  in 
Montreal  and  was  our  first  paid  staff 
member,  in  1974,  at  $3,600  a  year: 
"Nothing  else  before  or  since  has  held 
my  attention  so  totally  for  so  long.  It  was 
a  driving  passion,  something  you  thought 
about  day  and  night.  I  realized  when  I 
left  that  I  was  rooting  out  a  big  chunk  of 
my  life." 

I've  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  been 
there  for  almost  all  of  it,  ever  since  Paul 
Macdonald  sold  me  a  copy  of  issue  1  at  a 
CHAT  dance  at  Holy  Trinity  Church.  I 
got  hooked,  I  guess,  on  what  Rick 
Bebout  would  call  the  empowerment,  the 
transformation  of  The  Helpless  Queer 
with  no  history  and  an  unlikely  future  in- 
to Someone,  into  a  group  of  Someones, 
who  uncovered  a  history,  who  found 
heroes,  who  grabbed  today  and  shook  it 
till  tomorrow  fell  out  of  its  pocket  and 
there  was  a  place  there  in  it  for  us.  We 
tried,  like  every  good  Toronto  magazine, 
to  be  a  national  magazine  and  we  failed, 
but  we  lit  fires  in  all  sorts  of  unlikely 
places  because,  as  people  told  us  later, 
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"you  existed,  and  you  were  putting 
down  on  paper  the  things  I  was  begin- 
ning to  think  myself." 

I  wrote  earlier  in  this  piece  that  this  is 
not  a  history.  I  do  not  have  the  distance 
or  framework  to  construct  a  history,  and 
I  did  not  want  to  distance  us  that  way.  I 
wanted  you  to  have  glimpses  of  us  the 
way  we  are  now,  not  as  historical  arti- 
facts but  as  people  who  can  still  grow 
and  are  still  growing,  as  they  step  in  and 
out  of  that  strange  vitalizing  stream  we 
have  called  the  collective. 

Other  voices  now,  but  I  want  the  last 
word. 

Michael  Lynch,  former  collective 
member,  gay  father  whose  son  Stefan  has 
been  bored  by  more  meetings  than  your 
average  10-year-old  (he  got  his  revenge 
by  linking  all  our  paper  clips  together): 
"The  trial  has  to  be  the  turning  point  for 
everything  in  the  paper.  The  first  summer 
after  the  trial,  there  was  a  sit-in  at  (At- 
torney General  Roy)  McMurtry's  office 
and  Dudes  Outfitters  opened  and  Ed  and 
I  went  to  both.  The  real  surprise  was  that 
people  at  both  events  were  interested  in 
what  was  happening  at  the  other.  The 
trial  did  things  like  that." 

Brent  Hawkes,  pastor  of  Toronto 
MCC:  "I  subscribed  while  I  still  lived  in 
rural  New  Brunswick,  but  I  didn't  renew. 
It  was  too  artsy  and  too  radical  for  some- 
one teaching  high  school  in  a  small  com- 
munity. Today  it  seems  much  more  to  be 
our  paper,  the  community's  paper.  Also 
there's  a  trust  that's  developed.  But  I 
wish  issues  of  conflict  within  the  gay 
community  would  get  more  coverage  — 
like  drag,  for  example.  Give  it  an  airing 
so  people  like  myself  who  aren't  sure 
about  it  can  think  it  over." 

George  Hislop,  community  activist: 
"The  low  point  in  your  popularity  came 
with  the  publication  of  'Men  Loving 
Boys  Loving  Men.'  But  the  amazing 
thing  was  that  by  the  time  the  trial  came 
people  had  turned  completely  around. 
They  saw  the  real  issue  —  the  police  were 
attacking  the  gay  community  and  trying 
to  destroy  its  paper.  And  it  does  seem  to 
belong  to  the  community  now,  even  if  it's 
under  the  stewardship  of  the  collective." 

Bill  Lewis,  former  collective  member: 
"When  I  got  hepatitis  it  was  wonderful. 
I  was  bedridden  and  there  was  nothing  I 
could  do.  I  could  finally  rest  and  not  feel 
guilty  even  though  I  knew  the  news 
department  was  falling  apart." 

The  promised  last  words?  A  few  things 
that  have  stuck: 

Gary  Ostrom,  our  sometime  artist, 
calling  us  to  the  window  at  dawn  of  press 
day  because  the  sky  was  pure  Maxfield 
Parrish.  Getting  letters  once  or  twice  a 
year  from  very  young  men  in  tiny  Ameri- 
can and  Canadian  towns  that  begin,  "I 
read  your  article  and  I  want  to  tell 
you..."  Ken  Popert,  reluctantly  under  . 
police  guard  during  the  trial,  even  when 
he  goes  to  the  bathroom,  because  a 
threat  had  been  made  on  his  life.  Having 
someone  fuck  with  me  at  the  baths 
because  he  saw  my  picture  in  Maclean 's. 
Overhearing  one  gay  street  kid  explain  to 
another  what  the  pink  triangle  means. 
Spending  the  last  ten  years  with  some  of 
the  people  this  generation  will  be 
remembered  for. 

I  want  another  ten.D 
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GROUP  DEPARTURES 

January  thru  April 

KEY  WEST 

Oasis  Guest  House 

FT.  LAUDERDALE 

Lauderdale  Manor 

NEW  YORK 

Milfford  Plaza  Hotel 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Landmark  French  Quarter 

NO  SINGLE  SUPPLEMENTS 

469  CHURCH  STREET  •  TORONTO  •  961-8861 


Womynly  Way  Productions 
presents 

Fumerist 

(Feminist  and  Humourist) 

Kate  Clinton 

Innis  College  Town  Hall 
Friday,  January  22  7  pm 

$6  at  the  door 

Advance  tickets  $5  at 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore 

85  Harbord 

SCM  Books 
333  Bloor  West 

Free  childcare  •  Interpretation  for 
hearing  impaired  •  Wheelchair  access 


HAPPY 

PINK 

TRIANGLE 

DAY 


For  February  14,  the  anniversary  of 

the  acquittal  in  1979  of  three 
members  of  The  Body  Politic  collec- 
tive, we  send  thanks  and  best  wishes 
to  our  friends  and  supporters  across 
the  country  and  around  the  world. 
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Jane  Hula: 

So's  Your  Grandmother 


Why  I  write  for  The  Body  Politic 


Gay  friends  of  mine,  both  men  and 
women,  who,  like  me,  have  established 
themselves  in  various  professions  like 
teaching,  writing,  the  law,  often  ques- 
tion my  involvement  with  The  Body 
Politic,  a  paper  they  read  only  inter- 
mittently, about  which  they  are  ner- 
vously ambivalent. 

They  are  quick  to  criticize,  to  focus 
on  issues  they  themselves  would  not 
support,  like  sexual  relationships 
between  adults  and  children,  sexual 
activity  in  bars  and  baths.  They  con- 
sider such  behaviour  exactly  what 
makes  it  difficult  for  people  like  them- 
selves to  be  accepted,  for,  as  long  as 
they  are  identified  with  those  extremes 
of  sexual  behaviour,  they  feel  unable  to 
argue  their  right  to  be  in  positions  of 
responsibility  for  children,  for  sick 
people,  for  people  in  difficulty  with  the 
law.  Many  of  them  are  at  odds  with 
their  churches  and  neighbourhoods  and 
political  parties  only  in  the  fact  of  their 
sexual  preference,  and  are  at  pains  to 
prove  they  are  in  all  ways  as  responsible 
as  other  citizens  for  the  moral  health  of 
their  communities.  If  they  do  belong 
to  groups  advocating  social  change, 
they  tend  to  choose  humanitarian  ven- 
tures like  Save  the  Children  and  Oxfam, 
or  causes  like  Amnesty  International 
which  to  date  excludes  their  own.  They 
argue  that  their  sexuality  should  be  a 
private  matter:  to  make  it  a  public  issue 
would  be  to  distort  its  importance  to 
themselves  as  well  as  the  world  they 
live  in. 

But  then  they  do  agree  that  they  feel 
guilty,  too,  at  not  doing  something,  or 
something  more,  to  change  the  climate 
for  homosexuals.  But  they  really  don't 
see  how  I  can  appear  in  a  paper  whose 
policy  is  to  advertise  and  support  sexual 
behaviour  which  can  only  damage  the 
homosexual  image  in  the  eyes  of  the 
majority  and  increase  prejudice  against 
us.  Since  my  personal  life  seems  so 
much  like  theirs,  they  really  would  like 
to  know  why,  and  I  try  to  tell  them. 

Neither  sexual  liberation  between 
men  and  women  and  boys  nor  the  baths 
are  priorities  of  my  own,  obviously. 


Though  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  listen  to 
Gerald  Hannon  extolling  the  pleasures 
of  sexual  toys  like  whips  and  nipple 
clips,  I  will  continue  to  have  reserva- 
tions about  the  celebration'  of  mas- 
ter/slave games,  not  because  they  are 
kinky  but  because  they  are  all  too 
normal,  not  to  say  reactionary.  The 
political  value  of  his  argument  for  me 
remains.  Until  our  right  to  consenting 
sexual  acts  is  established,  limited  only 
by  the  rights  of  others,  no  homosexual 
behaviour  will  be  protected,  because 
anything  any  of  us  does  is  offensive  to 
the  majority.  Policing  ourselves  to  be 
less  offensive  to  that  majority  is  to  be 
part  of  our  own  oppression.  Tokenism 
has  never  been  anything  else. 

By  writing  for  The  Body  Politic,  I 
refuse  to  be  a  token,  one  of  those  who 
doesn't  really  seem  like  a  lesbian  at  all. 
If  the  newspaper  is  found  to  be  obscene, 
I  am  part  of  that  obscenity.  And  proud 
to  be,  for,  though  my  priorities  and  the 
paper's  aren't  always  the  same,  I  have 
been  better  and  more  thoughtfully  in- 
formed about  what  it  is  to  be  homosex- 
ual in  this  culture  by  The  Body  Politic 
than  by  any  other  paper,  offered  infor- 
mation the  straight  press  refuses  to  pub- 
lish, whether  about  John  Damien's     c. 
case,  or  the  legal  niceties  of  crossing  the 
border  or  the  prospect  of  being  included 
in  human  rights  codes  across  Canada.  I 
am  kept  informed  about  our  scholars, 
artists,  politicians,  as  well  as  our  victims 
and  fighters.  Most  of  the  people  I  know 
who  don't  read  The  Body  Politic  regu- 
larly are  dangerously  ignorant  about 
what  is  actually  going  on  either  here  or 
abroad. 

While  too  many  homosexuals  ner- 
vously debated  the  bad  taste  and /or  bad 
timing  of  the  article  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men,"  a  number  of  heterosex- 
uals acknowledged  both  the  value  of  The 
Body  Politic  and  the  importance  of  the 
issues  when  they  took  out  an  ad  in  The 
Globe  and  Mail,  asking  that  obscenity 
charges  be  dropped.  That  statement  was 
important,  and  it  did  impress  some 
homosexuals  that  people  like  Margaret 
Atwood  and  June  Callwood  thought 
The  Body  Politic  worth  defending. 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  our  sex- 
uality isn't  a  private  matter,  and  the 
altruism  of  some  good  citizens  hasn't 
changed  the  government's  mind.  What 
will  change  the  social  climate  is  our  own 
persistence,  through  government  spon- 
sored court  cases  and  police  raids,  or 
silence  or  bigotry  in  the  straight  press, 
to  gain  our  rights. 

The  Body  Politic  has  a  proud  history 
and  future  in  that  battle.  D 
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•  The  last  project  one  would  expect  Que- 
bec writer  Michel  Tremblay  to  take  on, 
after  having  devastated  the  concept  of 
"family"  in  plays  like  Forever  Yours, 
Marie-Lou,  would  be  a  quartet  of  nov- 
els lovingly  detailing  and  (he  admits) 
romanticizing  his  own. 

But  such  is  just  the  case.  After  two 
years  of  enormous  popularity  in  Que- 
bec, the  first  of  the  books,  La  Grosse 
Femme  d'a  coti  est  enceinte,  has  been 
published  in  English,  and  last  month 
Tremblay  accepted  the  France/Quebec 
literary  prize  for  the  second.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  characters  are  drawn 
from  the  relatives  and  neighbours 
Tremblay  grew  up  with  on  Montreal's 
rue  Fabre. 

The  book  takes  place  on  the  first  day 
of  spring  in  1942.  Almost  all  the  women 
on  the  street  are  pregnant,  some  happi- 
ly, some  not  —  one,  the  title  character, 
is  carrying  none  other  than  the  author 
himself  Although  it  starts  ordinarily 
enough,  the  day  seems  to  be  cleansed  by 
the  onset  of  spring:  before  it  is  over, 
certain  lives  will  have  reached  their  con- 
clusions, unexpected  ties  and  bonds  will 
have  been  formed,  and  "extinguished 
passions  and  unappeased  desires"  will 
have  been  exposed. 

But  lest  one  think  Tremblay  is  merely 
taking  advantage  of  the  current  appetite 
for  nostalgia,  rest  assured  that  he  is  still 
battling  the  same  enemies  he  has  always 
fought  in  his  plays,  especially  the  ignor- 
ance and  narrow-mindedness  encour- 
aged by  a  religion  unwilling  to  acknow- 
ledge even  the  most  basic  of  sexual  and 
emotional  needs. 

The  only  completely  fictional  charac- 
ters in  La  Grosse  Femme,  Tremblay  told 
TBP  last  month,  are  the  two  hookers, 
Betty  Bird  and  Mercedes  Benz,  who  are 
lovers  as  well  as  colleagues,  and  Uncle 
Edouard,  a  prime  example  of  the 
French  Canadian  "vieux  garcon"  (a 
sort  of  male  old  maid),  who  wears  Yard- 
ley  Lotus  cologne  and  spends  myster- 
ious evenings  downtown.  It  is  somewhat 
ironic  (and  sad)  that  to  include  such  gay 
characters  in  these  "memoirs, "  Trem- 
blay has  had  to  manufacture  them. 
Tremblay  plans  to  make  Betty,  Mer- 
cedes and  Edouard  the  major  protagon- 
ists of  the  third  book  in  the  series,  with 
Edouard  evolving  into  the  hero(ine)  of 
his  earlier  play,  La  Duchesse  de 
Langeais.  A  set  of  affectionate  ("but 
not  explicit")  nuns  also  appears  in  the 
second  book. 

In  his  first  non-theatrical  work,  Trem- 
blay seems  to  delight  in  the  opportunity 
to  flit  easily  from  locale  to  locale.  He 
can  whisk  effortlessly  from  the  parlour 
of  a  retired  prostitute,  once  Ottawa's 
reigning  courtesan  but  now  eaten  away 
by  diabetes,  to  a  park  where  a  reclusive 
boy  guiltily  realizes  he  has  experienced 
his  first  orgasm  fantasizing  a  sadistic 
revenge  on  his  brother.  Tremblay  catch- 
es perfectly  the  personality  of  a 
delightfully  selfish  cat  called  Duplessis 
(a  sort  of  Gallic  "Garfield"),  and  sup- 
plies the  neighbourhood  with  a  set  of 
"Fates,  "a  trio  of  invisible  women  in  an 
abandoned  house  who  are  knitting  what 
we  discover  are  the  lifelines  of  their 
neighbours  (he  seems  to  prefer  this  pre- 
Christian  and  woman-based  religious 
element  to  the  Catholic  church). 

Tremblay  says  he  wrote  this  book  "to 
tell  these  people  how  much  I  love 
them.  "  That  love  is  infectious,  and  one 
appreciates  the  opportunity  to  see  yet 
another  side  of  Michel  Tremblay. 

JohnAllecU 

The  Fat  Woman  Next  Door  is  Pregnant, 
translated  by  Sheila  Fischman.  is  published 
by  Talonbooks  of  Vancouver,  at  $8.98.  This 
excerpt  is  reprinted  by  permission  of  Talon- 
books and  the  author. 


MICHEL 


TREMBLAY 

An  excerpt  from  the  Quebec  playwright's  first  novel 

THE  FAT  WOMAN  NEXT  DOOR 
IS  PREGNANT 


After  leaving  Ti-Lou's,  Betty  lingered  a  few  minutes 
on  the  steps  of  the  Ecole  Bruchesi,  although  she'd 
promised  Mercedes  that  she'd  come  back  to  the 
apartment  early.  Leaning  on  the  cement  rail  beside 
the  small  staircase  that  went  up  to  the  main  door, 
she  looked  towards  the  four  big  windows  on  the  left  of  the  second 
storey,  where  she'd  spent  the  most  beautiful  year  of  her  life,  her 
second  year  of  school,  beneath  the  protective  wing  and  within 
the  deep  folds  of  the  nun's  robe  of  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima,  who 
people  said  was  crazy,  but  whom  Beatrice  revered,  devoting  to 
her  all  the  love  of  a  little  girl  who  is  brought  up  by  a  negligent 
mother  and  a  father  whose  dreams  were  too  grand  for  him,  who 
spoke  of  nothing  but  money  and  escape  ("Birds,  give  me  birds 
and  I'll  build  you  a  city  someplace  else,  someplace  where  it 
doesn't  snow! ' ').  They  used  to  say  ('  'They' '  were  the  other  girls 
in  her  class;  and  the  bigger  ones,  the  ones  at  the  Ecole  des  Saints- 
Anges,  who  often  went  past  "la  p'tite  ecole"  in  groups  of  five  or 
six,  whispering,  laughing,  ignoring  the  smaller  girls  in  grade  one, 
but  warning  the  ones  in  grade  two  about  the  crazy  woman,  the 
lunatic,  creepy  Soeur  "Fatimette,"  who  would  end  up  one  of 
these  days  with  her  cornet  in  some  insane  asylum,  behind  bars) 
that  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima  was  crazy  because,  sometimes,  right 
in  the  middle  of  a  class  (especially  arithmetic),  she  would  stop, 
run  over  to  the  window  and  fly  away,  murmuring:  "You've  put 
me  in  jail!"  or:  "I  know  my  body  has  to  stay  here,  but  at  least 
open  a  door  for  my  soul ! ' '  She  stood  on  tiptoe  for  long  moments, 
watching  the  sky,  and  Beatrice,  though  she  was  only  seven  and 
knew  nothing  of  what  might  trouble  the  soul,  sensed  that  Soeur 
Marie-de-Fatima  had  gone  flying  over  the  surrounding  roofs,  so 
that  she  wouldn't  explode.  The  girls  took  advantage  of  the  teach- 
er's crisis,  of  course,  to  raise  hell:  pulling  pigtails,  making  faces, 
calling  each  other  fatheads  or  pounding  their  feet  on  the  floor  as 
they  chanted:  "CRAZY,  cra-cra-crazy,  CRAZY!",  but  Beatrice 
remained  glued  to  her  place,  concentrating  on  the  caged  bird 
slowly  dying  beneath  the  jibes  and  laughter  of  the  insensitive, 
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spiteful  children.  When  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima  returned  to  the 
class,  breathless,  her  wings  folded,  with  patches  of  sky  reflected 
in  her  eyes,  everything  in  the  classroom  was  topsy-turvy:  there 
were  bits  of  chalk  all  over,  some  of  the  girls  were  down  on  all 
fours,  while  others  were  standing  on  their  seats  —  but  she  said 
nothing.  She  went  back  to  her  blackboard  and  resumed  the  les- 
son exactly  where  she'd  left  off,  as  though  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. And  her  gaze  always  fell  on  Beatrice,  frozen  there,  who 
seemed  to  be  asking  her:  "Was  it  nice,  ma  soeur?"  And  the  nun 
would  answer:  "If  you  only  knew!"  Beatrice  got  up  and  walked 
along  the  wrought  iron  fence  to  the  third  window.  She  pressed 
her  face  against  the  iron  and  felt  the  metal  between  her  thighs.  It 
was  from  this  window  that  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima  had  flown 
away  for  the  last  time.  Beatrice  had  seen  her.  She  had  seen  the 
bird  take  flight.  That  day  —  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  May,  like 
today  —  Beatrice  was  having  trouble  writing  the  word  "ange," 
which  she  kept  spelling  "anje,"  and  she  had  asked  the  nun  to 
come  and  help  her.  "Ma  soeur,  I  don't  understand  why  you  write 
it  with  a  'g. '  It  looks  prettier  with  a  'j ! ' "  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima 
bent  over  her  and  wrote  the  word  in  her  "beautiful"  nun's  hand- 
writing, the  perfectly  formed  letters  with  no  personality,  mould- 
ed forever  by  religious  and  community  rules:  rules  of  chastity, 
poverty  and  obedience.  To  thank  her,  Beatrice  buried  her  head  in 
the  folds  of  the  nun's  robe.  She'd  started  doing  this  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  year  and  Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima  let  her. 
Sometimes,  she  would  even  place  her  hand  lightly  on  the  little 
girl's  unruly  head,  listening  to  her  sigh  and  moan  like  a  child  be- 
ing consoled.  They  never  spoke  to  one  another,  but  an  impas- 
sioned affection  had  sprung  up  between  them,  an  affection  that 
united  them  through  their  expressions,  dazzling  them  by  what 
they  didn't  have  to  say,  by  what  they  understood  perfectly  well: 
Soeur  Marie-de-Fatima  found  in  Beatrice's  eyes  the  courage  to 
continue  her  Calvary;  while,  in  the  nun's  eyes,  the  little  girl  found 
the  desire  to  learn  how  to  fly.  Suddenly,  the  nun  began  to  tremble. 
Beatrice  withdrew  her  head  from  the  folds  of  her  robe.  The  nun 
was  looking  down  at  her  notebook.  In  an 
awkward  gesture  of  affection,  Beatrice 
had  upset  her  inkwell.  It  spilled  onto  a 
sheet  of  paper,  drowning  the  word  "ange' ' 
in  a  sea  of  total  blackness.  Soeur  Marie- 
de-Fatima  cried  out,  pushed  Beatrice 
away  from  her,  and  ran  to  the  third  win- 
dow, which  she  opened  so  vigorously  that 
two  of  the  panes  shattered.  And  Beatrice, 
hands  and  face  black  with  the  angel's 
blood,  watched  the  bird  spread  its  vast 
raven's  wings  and,  with  a  cry  of  horror, 
awkwardly  try  to  fly.  Leaning  against  the 
fence,  Beatrice  heard  once  again  the  an- 
gel's fall,  the  dull  thud  of  bones  breaking 
beneath  layers  and  layers  of  heavy  fabric, 
a  sound  that  followed  her  throughout  her 
childhood.  Sometimes,  she  heard  it  again 
when  someone  (Mercedes  or  a  client) 
opened  a  window  to  breathe,  or  drive  out 
the  odours  of  love  poorly  experienced  and 
poorly  executed.  Beatrice  walked  away 
from  the  red  brick  building,  unworthy 
witness  to  this  first  great  love,  stained  with 
blood  and  ink,  crossed  rue  de  Lanaudiere, 
and  walked  past  I'Eglise  Saint-Stanislas, 
without  even  glancing  up.f  ' 
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BOOKS 


Collections  of  collective  strength 


Lesbian  Poetry:  an  Anthology.  Edited  by  Elly 
Bulkin  and  Joan  Larkin.  Lesbian  Fiction:  an 
Anthology.  Edited  by  Elly  Bulkin. 
Persephone  Press,  PO  Box  7222,  Water- 
town,  MA  02172. 

to  be  an  outcast  an  outlaw 

to  stand  apart  from  the  law  the  words 

of  the  law 

outlaw 

outcast 
cast  out  cast  out  by  her  own  will 
refusing  anything  but  her  own  place 
a  place  apart  from  any  other 
her  own. 

These  lines  from  a  poem  by  Susan  Sher- 
man in  Lesbian  Poetry:  an  Anthology 
exemplify  the  need  and  the  reason  for 
these  two  new  anthologies  of  lesbian 
writing.  One  finds  an  immense  and  var- 
ied collection  of  work  in  these  antho- 
logies, forming  what  must  be  the  largest 
collected  body  of  lesbian  writing  to 
date.  Lesbian  Poetry  gathers  together 
145  poems  by  64  writers,  filling  that 
large  and  empty  space  in  lesbian  poetry 
that  has  been  both  large  and  empty  for 
far  too  long. 

The  book  is  necessary  for  more  than 
its  size  and  variety.  It  is  also  important 
because  it  contains  work  by  a  number 
of  poets  who  are  publicly  coming  out 
for  the  first  time  with  the  publication  of 
this  volume.  It  is  an  anthology  in  the 
truest  sense,  bringing  together  work  by 
lesbians  at  every  stage  of  literary 
development.  There  are  the  big  names 
—  Adrienne  Rich,  Michelle  Cliff,  Audre 
Lorde  —  as  well  as  many  presently 
obscure  and  developing  voices  which 
most  desperately  need  to  be  heard. 
Women  of  colour  and  third-world  les- 
bian writers  are  not  tacked  on  in  the  aft- 
erthought manner  typical  of  too  many 
collections,  but  are  fully  integrated 
within  the  anthology. 

The  result  is  a  vivid  collage  of  ex- 
perience, loving  and  enriching  as  well  as 
painful  and  awesome.  Despite  stereo- 
typing of  the  lesbian  theme,  this  book  is 
not  filled  with  angry  political  poems, 
nor  is  it  a  collection  of  love  ballads. 
While  both  these  themes  can  be  found, 
the  subject  range  of  the  material  moves 
from  the  home,  with  parents  and  chil- 
dren and  lovers,  out  to  the  street  to  deal 
with  rape,  prostitution,  assault  and  pov- 
erty, thus  encompassing  a  wide  range  of 
experience.  This  feature  of  Lesbian 
Poetry  is  important  in  itself  because  it 
stresses  that  a  lesbian  is  not  only  a  les- 
bian in  bed,  but  a  woman  who  carries 
her  sexuality  with  her  to  every  part  of 
her  life. 

It  would  be  dishonest  to  generalize 
and  say  that  all  the  work  is  of  equal 
quality.  Each  writer  speaks  in  her  own 
way,  with  her  own  voice.  Though  the 
poetry  presents  various  levels  of  craft, 
the  overall  effect  of  so  many  lesbian 
poets  together  in  one  place  smoothes 
out  the  rough  »dges  and  makes  the  book 
something  truly  worthwhile. 

For  the  reader  who  has  been  forced  to 
dig  through  piles  of  small  press  publica- 
tions to  find  a  tiny  amount  of  lesbian- 
identified  poetry,  just  turning  to  the 
table  of  contents  gives  the  feeling  of 
strength  and  support  in  the  lesbian  com- 
munity, and  also  shows  that  not  all  les- 
bian writers  have  been  forced  to  write  in 
isolation  and  obscurity.  One  of  the  most 
moving  poems  in  the  collection,  "For 
the  Goddess  Too  Well  Known,"  penned 


by  Elsa  Gidlow  in  1919,  testifies  to  the 
determination  held  by  a  number  of 
courageous  women  to  write  honestly  out 
of  lesbian  experience.  For  all  of  us  who 
have  seen  women  silenced  or  broken, 
this  slice  of  victory  is  inspiration  to  go 
on,  to  write  as  lesbians,  to  live  our  lives 
as  our  own  and  to  never  accept  the  stan- 
dards set  before  us. 

Lesbian  Fiction,  the  sister  volume  to 
the  poetry  anthology,  contains  the  same 
sense  of  collective  strength.  The  two 
books  demand  to  be  read  as  a  set,  for 
not  only  do  a  number  of  the  same  wri- 
ters appear  in  both  volumes,  but  the 
quality  and  the  essence  of  the  writing 
runs  between  both  books  like  a  network 
of  fine  hairs,  lacing  them  together  in  a 
tight  weaving  of  a  common  message:  we 
lesbians  are,  we  live,  we  fear,  we  can  be 
cut  but  we  are  strong,  we  have  our  his- 
tory and  our  voices,  and  here  they  are  to 
enjoy. 

Though  the  twenty-eight  stories  in  the 
fiction  volume  show  a  strong  sense  of 
community,  no  two  are  identical.  The 
stories  deal  with  a  wide  range  of 
material  —  families,  ex-husbands, 
mothers  and  children,  as  well  as  rela- 
tionships between  women,  both  sexual 
and  otherwise.  Not  every  story  in  the 
book  deals  specifically  with  lesbianism, 
but  each  one  clearly  shows  the  writer's 
perception  of  herself  as  a  woman  and  a 
lesbian,  identifying  with  women's  ex- 
periences in  a  world  still  overshadowed 
by  patriarchal  rules  and  values. 

While  it  would  be  impossible  to  give 
each  story  in  the  collection  the  attention 
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it  deserves,  a  few  stories  refuse  to  be 
glossed  over.  "Marian,"  by  Pat  Sun- 
circle,  is  a  poignant  story  of  an  older 
lesbian  who  finds  it  tough  to  survive  in 
the  post-women's-liberation  days  with- 
out men's  clothing  and  heavy  butch 
trappings.  "Present  Danger"  is  a  nar- 
rative account  of  one  woman's  rape  and 
abandonment  in  an  alien  wilderness  and 
the  strength  she  finds  within  to  save  her- 
self and  start  again.  "Daddy,"  by  Jan 
Clausen,  is  a  sad  and  honest  piece,  writ- 
ten in  the  voice  of  a  child  of  a  lesbian 
mother.  It  is  filled  with  enough  truthful 
irony  to  give  lesbians  with  children  a 
monthful  of  sleepless  nights.  And  one 
of  the  funniest  stories  in  the  collection, 
"Twins,"  by  Barbara  Sheen,  is  a  hilari- 
ous look  at  lesbian  incest  in  upright 
families. 

An  important  feature  of  Lesbian  Fic- 
tion is  the  number  of  experimental  fic- 
tion forms  found  in  the  collection 
alongside  more  standard  short  stories. 
These  new  forms  include  narrative  jour- 
nal entries,  a  running  sequence  that  fol- 
lows a  film  log  book,  and  an  imaginary 
diary  written  by  an  author  reflecting  on 
a  book  in  progress.  This  mixing  of 
forms  and  voices  provides  the  reader 
with  many  different  perspectives.  At  the 
same  time,  the  book  holds  together  well 
as  a  whole.  Elly  Bulkin  has  put  together 
a  diverse  and  skillful  collection. 

Lesbian  Poetry  and  Lesbian  Fiction 
not  only  provide  important  collections 
of  poetry  and  short  fiction,  but  are  both 
introduced  by  Elly  Bulkin's  essays  on 
the  history,  the  struggles  and  the 


Featured  writers  Elsa  Gidlow,  Audre  Lorde,  Judy 


achievements  of  lesbian  poets  and  prose 
writers.  These  essays  are  insightful  and 
important  critical  overviews  of  the  work 
at  hand.  They  speak  personally  to  the 
reader  who  knows  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing good  lesbian  writing,  especially 
writing  produced  before  the  birth  of  the 
lesbian  journal  The  Ladder  in  1955. 
Both  books  contain  articles  on  the  im- 
portance and  difficulty  of  teaching  les- 
bian writing,  and  provide  a  guide  for 
the  lesbian  writer  /teacher  who  chooses 
this  difficult  task.  Lesbian  Poetry  and 
Lesbian  Fiction  also  help  the  reader  in 
search  of  lesbian  writing  to  move 
beyond  these  books  by  providing  an  up- 
to-date  resource  guide  that  not  only  lists 


Arden,  Alice  and  five  hundred  rabbits 


Faultline  by  Sheila  Ortiz  Taylor.  Naiad  Press, 
$6.95  US.  Publication  date,  February  10, 
1982. 

Faultline  is  a  funny,  warm,  highly  in- 
ventive novel  with  a  large  cast  of  char- 
acters attractive  enough  to  deserve  all 
the  ridiculous  and  grand  things  that 
happen  to  them. 

The  focus  of  the  novel  is  Arden 
Benbow,  mother  of  six  children,  in- 
advertent owner  of  a  fluctuating  num- 
ber of  rabbits  (up  to  500  at  one  point 
in  the  story),  who  has  left  her  literal 
husband  Malthus  for  Alice,  forty- 
year-old  piano-playing  wife  of  Mal- 
thus's  colleague,  Chowder.  Though 
Malthus  is  suing  for  custody  of  the 
children,  not  very  many  pages  of  the 
novel  deal  with  that  underlying  ten- 
sion. Instead,  a  good  deal  of  attention 
is  paid  to  establishing  the  friends  of 
the  household:  Ben  Griffin,  their  feed- 
man,  Ben's  friend  Jim  Muncey,  a  dog 
breeder,  Earl,  another  colleague  of 
Malthus  who  keeps  the  house  supplied 
with  drink,  and  the  lovely  tall,  black 
Wilson  Topaz,  the  hired  baby  sitter, 
who  would  rather  be  called  Topaz 
Wilson. 

Another  set  of  characters  is  intro- 
duced from  Arden's  past.  Her  Aunt 
Vi,  ex-cake-froster,  ex-bookie,  stroke 
victim  and  novelist,  enlists  the  young 
Arden's  help  to  rescue  her  from  a  rest 
home  and  escape  with  her  to  Mexico 
on  a  summer  adventure  which  should 
have  rescued  Arden  from  Malthus's 
intention  to  marry  her  —  and  might 
have  if  Aunt  Vi  hadn't  died,  leaving 
the  last  three  pages  of  her  finally  very 
successful  gothic  novel  for  Arden  to 


finish.  Not  only  did  the  Avon  Lady 
side  of  Arden  —  as  opposed  to  her  In- 
dian side  —  thrust  her  toward  Mal- 
thus, but  also  her  real  desire  for  six 
children  and  a  yellow  school  bus. 

She  explains  that  ambition  as  a 
result  of  having  been  raised  on  the  San 
Andreas  fault,  which  eventually  will 
swallow  so  much  of  the  population 
that  she  must  do  what  she  can  to 
counteract  that  disaster.  Once  she  has 
those  children,  with  no  more  theory 
about  raising  them  than  "to  do  their 
own  laundry  and  to  keep  promises  and 
to  appreciate  themselves,"  she  obvi- 
ously simply  loves  them.  The  only 
earthquake  that  takes  place  in  the 
book  literally  throws  Arden  and  Alice 
into  each  other's  arms,  and  leaves  the 
children  unscathed. 

The  final  scenes  of  the  book  are  a 
party,  gathering  nearly  all  of  the  sur- 
viving characters  together  in  a  celebra- 
tion of  love  and  friendship  as  moving 
as  it  is  hilarious. 

The  narrative  method  of  the  book  is 
exacting.  Different  pieces  of  the  story 
are  offered  by  different  characters, 
sometimes  directly  addressing  the  read- 
er, sometimes  in  the  form  of  letters, 
official  reports,  diaries.  Officialdom 
doesn't  like  Arden,  "mother  of  six," 
graduate  student,  rider  of  a  motor- 
cycle, living  openly  with  Alice  and  a 
black  male  babysitter.  Outraged  hus- 
band, social  worker,  university  offi- 
cials are  allowed  to  satirize  themselves 
in  their  official  and  officious  forms. 
Friends  are  called  upon  for  their 
various  testimonies.  The  range  of 
voices  is  an  impressive  technical 
achievement. 


The  tone  sometimes  falters,  particu- 
larly in  Arden's  sections.  Her  addres- 
ses to  the  reader  can  be  arch,  condes- 
cending, defensive,  as  if  the  reader 
were  an  ex-husband  or  puritanical 
older  sister,  but  those  of  us  who  are 
her  real  audience  can  duck  under 
those  shots  and  stay  with  her. 

Control  of  the  narrative  isn't  always 
sure.  The  Aunt  Vi  sections  of  the  book 
seem  to  me  fine  entertainment  but  too 
long  for  their  function,  and  some  of 
the  very  minor  characters  are  there 
more  for  the  fun  of  parodying  them 
than  for  their  real  usefulness. 

It  is  my  high  basic  regard  for  the 
book  that  makes  me  wish  it  had  a 
more  exacting  editor. 

Arden  is  a  lovely  character.  The 
relationship  between  Arden  and  Alice 
is  drawn  with  a  fine  tenderness  and 
clarity.  The  slapstick  comedy  never 
undermines  the  real  celebration  of 
what  is  genuine  and  courageous  and 
ardent  in  human  feeling.  We  do  live  on 
the  faultline,  Californians  or.  not,  and 
it  may  eventually  kill  us.  But  in  the 
meantime  it  can  also  throw  us  together 
and  sharpen  our  valuing  of  human 
life. 

I'm  declaring  a  second  Christmas  in 
spring  because  I  can't  wait  until  next 
December  to  share  this  book  with  the 
number  of  people  I  know  who  are  go- 
ing to  find  as  much  delight  in  it  as  I 
have.  This  is  a  first  novel,  but  it  in- 
troduces us  to  an  already  authoritative 
voice  in  our  presence  whom  we  will 
welcome  with  the  celebration  she  has 
offered  us. 

Jane  Rule 
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raftn  and  Joan  Larkin:  "We're  about  helping  to  foster  provocative  and  innovative  writing  and  thought  with  a  lesbian  sensibility  —  with  an  intention  of  recreating  the  world" 


books,  records  and  reprints  by  lesbian 
writers,  but  also  addresses  of  the 
publishers  and  price  listings  to  make 
material  easily  accessible.  These  other 
features  of  the  books  make  them 
helpful  guides  for  lesbian  readers,  and 
at  the  same  time  provide  a  look  at  the 
network  of  support  that  exists  in  the  les- 
bian writing  community,  and  the  power 
of  lesbians  working  together  to  achieve 
collective  goals  and  find  that  "place 
apart  from  any  other  /  her  own"  that  we 
are  searching  for. 

When  Lesbian  Poetry  was  released, 
the  women  involved  organized  a  reading 
in  Boston  featuring  fifteen  of  the  poets 
in  the  collection.  More  than  a  thousand 
people  attended,  demonstrating  the 
strength  of  the  community  that  sur- 
rounds this  work,  and  hinting  at  the 
wider  vision  of  its  publisher,  Perseph- 
one Press. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Persephone  is 
responsible  for  this  publishing  event. 
According  to  Jearld  Moldenhauer,  pro- 
prietor of  Glad  Day  Books  in  Toronto 
and  Boston  and  someone  familiar  with 
the  work  of  this  new  press  and  the 
women  involved  in  it,  both  Lesbian 
Poetry  and  Lesbian  Fiction  represent 
the  type  of  achievement  that  results 
from  the  hard  work,  intelligent  choices 
and  good  timing  that  are  typical  of 
Persephone. 

The  press  was  born  at  a  time  when  a 
new  lesbian  publishing  house  was 
urgently  needed.  Its  birth  coincided  with 
the  silencing  of  Daughters  Inc  and 
Diana  Press.  In  choosing  A  Feminist 
Tarot  as  a  first  title  and  following  with 
The  Wanderground  by  Sally  Gearheart, 
publishers  Gloria  Greenfield,  Pat 
McGloin  and  Deborah  Snow  received 
enough  positive  feedback,  financial  and 
otherwise,  to  allow  them  to  continue 
and  to  expand  their  operation. 

Persephone  Press  originated  in  a 
manner  similar  to  that  of  most  small 
presses,  drawing  capital  from  the 
pockets  of  the  founding  members  as 
well  as  unlimited  time  and  energy  from 
women  who  believed  in  their  project. 
The  press  has  been  able  to  continue 
publishing  high  quality  books  such  as 
Lesbian  Poetry  and  Lesbian  Fiction  by 
making  some  basic  decisions.  To  learn 
the  problems  and  errors  of  small 
presses,  they  examined  the  women's 
presses  that  had  died  or  that  were  losing 
their  spirit.  Equally  important  was  their 
decision  to  claim  themselves  as  a  lesbian 
publishing  house  and  never  to  sell  out  to 


the  money-grubbing,  patriarchal  pub- 
lishing system.  They  have  maintained 
their  energy,  spirit  and  the  support 
needed  for  survival. 

Persephone  Press  has  always  made  a 
point  of  choosing  books  that  will  have 
an  impact  on  the  lesbian  community  as 
a  whole.  In  an  interview  in  Sinister 
Wisdom,  Gloria  Greenfield  stated, 
"That's  what  we're  about  —  we're 


about  helping  to  foster  provocative  and 
innovative  writing  and  thought  with  a 
lesbian  sensibility.  With  an  intention  of 
recreating  the  world." 

The  press  accomplishes  what  they 
have  set  out  to  achieve  —  creating  that 
necessary  space  for  lesbian  writing  and, 
in  doing  so,  creating  a  small  portion  of 
the  world  they  seek  to  change. 

Joy  Parks  □ 


Lust  and  death  in  academic  drag 


Polysexuality.  Semiotext(e) 
March  1981.  $6.25. 


Vol  IV,  No  10, 


Gazing  into  the  bevelled  mirror  as  they 
fondle  their  genitals  lovingly,  checking 
all  the  while  to  make  sure  their  special 
look  of  sexual  self-confidence  is  an  aes 
thetically  appealing  one,  the  Polysex- 
uality contributions  seem  anxious  to 
shout  in  one  united  voice:  "Mirror,  mir- 
ror on  the  wall,  who's  the  most  avant- 
garde  of  us  all?"  "You  are,  my  dears! 
You  are!",  cries  back  the  looking  glass. 
After  all,  what  would  you  say  if  you 
were  nailed  to  a  wall  and  your  master 
wished  you  to  speak? 
What  the  Semiotext(e)  editors-cum- 


philosophers  have  really  engineered  is 
an  intellectual  drag  show  —  with  all  the 
deadly  pomp  and  circumstance  of  aca- 
demia-land,  neatly  set  (and  with  great 
precision)  in  a  thick,  solid  but  squatty 
black  type.  For  $6.25,  they  promise  to 
enter  us  into  the  debates  on  sexuality 
and  even  to  go  beyond  them;  certainly 
way  beyond  the  now  infamous  (but  for 
them  almost  passe)  gang  of  four:  pedo- 
philia, S&M,  porn,  and  public  sex. 
Polysexuality  wants  to  do  this  through 
shock  and,  when  that  fails,  through 
obscurantism.  Interspersed  throughout 
the  text  are  grotesque  pictures  of  na- 
palmed  villages,  concentration  camp 
victims,  family  funerals  and  murders. 


Cover  photo  from  Polysexuality:  do  raw  sex  and  death  go  together  like  soup  and  sandwich? 


By  uniting  pleasure  and  pain  with  shock 
and  horror,  it  desperately  wants  us  to 
realize  (and  agree)  that  raw  sex  and  the 
death  drive  go  together  like  soup  and 
sandwich.  Unfortunately  for  us,  it's  a 
cheap  shot. 

There  are,  in  all,  thirteen  categories 
to  which  they  ascribe  the  erotic.  They 
range  from  self  sex,  soft  sex,  alimentary 
sex,  sex  of  the  gaze,  ambiguous  sex,  ani- 
mal sex  and  child  sex,  to  morbid  sex, 
violent  sex,  corporate  sex,  discursive 
sex,  philosophical  sex  and  critical  sex. 
Some  of  the  authors  in  each  category 
are  well  known  psychoanalysts,  philoso- 
phers or  artists,  whose  work  has  rarely 
appeared  in  English.  And  perhaps  here- 
in lies  the  (one)  redeeming  feature  of  the 
text  (albeit,  even  here,  another  eyebrow 
can  be  raised,  since  most  of  the  transla- 
tions are  by  women,  while  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  contributions  are 
by  men  —  white  men,  to  be  exact).  We 
can  turn  with  high  regard  to  the  work  of 
Jacques  Lacan,  Roland  Barthes,  Wil- 
liam Burroughs,  Catherine  Duncan, 
Roger  Moody,  Alain  Robbe-Grillet, 
Gilles  Deluze  and  Felix  Guattari,  Paul 
Verlaine,  Arthur  Rimbaud  and  Georges 
Bataille.  But  it  is  only  in  a  few  cases, 
Moody's  piece  on  pedophilia  or  Ver- 
laine's  sonnet  to  "A  Little  Shit..."  for 
example,  where  we  are  not  disappointed 
or  insulted. 

If  we  take  a  look  at  one  rather  intri- 
guing piece  in  particular,  we  will  be  able 
to  detail  how  racist  and  sexist  insults  are 
skillfully  woven  into  a  construction  of 
the  erotic,  and  how  that  eroticism  is 
taken  to  the  limit/infinite  («\  death). 
More  importantly  we  will  be  able  to 
pick  out  how  our  fantasies  and  our  sen- 
sibilities are  played  with  in  such  a  waj 
as  to  become  "one"  with  a  text  that  is 
based  on  a  regressive  body  politic. 

The  piece  is  simply  entitled  "The 
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Dogs,"  by  Bernard  Noel.  A  man  awak- 
ens in  the  middle  of  the  night,  quickly 
leaves  his  (female)  lover's  side,  hops  in- 
to an  awaiting  rowboat,  and  rows  like 
mad  to  a  deserted  island  to  see  none 
other  than  "The  Countess."  He  cannot 
figure  out  where  to  park  his  little  dinghy 

—  should  it  be  alongside  her  yacht,  or 
on  the  other  side  of  the  island?  For 
some  reason  he  chooses  the  latter  and 
leaps  out  of  the  boat  worried  that  he's 
running  out  of  time.  But  unbeknownst 
to  him,  a  man,  a  sadistic  black  man, 
that  is,  with  two  angry  dogs  is  watching 
his  every  move.  To  make  not  a  very  long 
fantasy  even  shorter,  the  black  man 
commands  the  dogs  to  attack  (rape)  the 
man,  forcing  the  victim  to  engage  in 
fellatio  and  intercourse  with  them. 
Although  the  dogs  are  vicious,  they  are 
at  least  "gentle,"  and  so  our  victim  of 
course  begins  to  "enjoy  being  raped" 

—  a  very  basic  and  familiar  misogynist 
myth  now  being  replayed  here  in  besti- 
al/erotic terms. 

For  some  time  he  is  not  able  to  speak 

—  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
dogs  has  his  cock  stuffed  into  the  man's 
(now  willing)  mouth.  When  the  man  is 
able  to  speak  again  (several  paragraphs 


later),  he  comments  in  a  perfectly  ra- 
tional tone,  "I  want  to  see  the  Count- 
ess." This  angers  the  man  with  the 
dogs.  "A  flash  of  hate  glimmered  in  the 
nigger's  eyes...  He  grabbed  me  under 
the  arms  and  threw  me  down  on  my 
knees,  seized  my  cock  in  one  of  his 
enormous  hands  and  dragged  the  rut- 
ting dog  closer  to  me  with  his  other 
hand...  The  nigger  steered  my  cock 
toward  the  hole  of  his  favorite's  ass  as 
he  forced  me  to  grab  hold  of  the  dog's 
throbbing  cock.  The  monster  impaled 
himself  on  my  penis  in  one  quick  move- 
ment... The  nigger  decided  that  I  need- 
ed a  helping  hand  and,  holding  (the 
other  dog's)  dagger  by  the  blade, 
rammed  in  one  stroke  his  handle  up  my 
ass.  Something  strange  happened  in  my 
belly  where  contrary  feelings  over- 
whelmed me:  a  terrible  pain  in  my  bat- 
tered ass  and  an  equally  terrible  pleasure 
in  my  balls...  I  fell  face  forward  on  the 
sand,  stretched  out  on  the  threshhold  of 
the  infinite." 

Well,  well,  well.  The  reader  is  drawn 
in  first  as  non-sexual  observer,  then  as 
voyeur,  still  later  as  victim.  We  are  left 
to  be  cleansed,  as  it  were,  by  "the  in- 
finite," and  then  to  be  taken  to  meet  a 


(presumably  white)  Countess.  But  here 
the  audience  (readers)  become  the  sub- 
ject of  the  "text,"  the  text  becomes  a 
fantasy,  the  fantasy  a  fake,  the  audience 
faked-out  and  that's  where  the  joke  lies. 
The  joke  is  on  us. 

Only  the  joke  isn't  very  funny,  be- 
cause what  is  really  going  on  here  is  the 
resurrection  of  the  old  white-racist  and 
heterosexual  eroticized  imagery  of  black 
male-devil  (complete  with  "enormous 
hands"),  abundantly  sexual  and  cruel 
all  in  one,  who  later  —  after  his 
"devilish  fun"  —  takes  the  white  man 
(voyeur /victim /conqueror)  to  the  white 
Countess  (the  untouchable  but  treas- 
ured female). 

Considering  that  we  desperately  need 
intelligent  debate  on  sexuality,  and  con- 
sidering that  we  are  attempting  not  only 
to  construct  that  debate,  but  live  it  in  an 
environment  of  extreme  moralism  against 
our  very  right  to  exist  as  lesbians  or  gay 
men,  the  least  Polysexuality  could  have 
done  would  have  been  to  spare  us  their 
"mind-fucks"  based  on  sexist  and  racist 
appeals.  Or  is  that  what  they  mean  by 
the  intersection  of  pleasure  and  pain 
with  shock  and  horror? 

Sue  GoldingD 


THEATRE 


Love,  loyalty  and  used  kleenex 


Les  Anciennes  Odeurs  by  Michel  Tremblay. 
Theatre  de  4  Sous,  Montreal.  November, 
1981. 

Jean-Marc:  ...And  when  morning 
comes  around,  if  the  guy  has  deigned  to 
spend  the  night  with  you,  you  throw 
him  out  like  an  old  used  Kleenex,  and  as 
soon  as  he 's  gone  through  the  door,  you 
don't  even  remember  his  face.  In  fact, 
you  remember  the  big  fat  vein  he  had  on 
his  prick  more  than  you  remember  his 
face!. . . 

Luc:  ...it 's  probably  because  his  prick 
was  the  most  interesting  thing  about 
him! 
Jean-Marc:  That's  not  always  true! 

Two  former  lovers  meet;  their  wounds 
are  still  wet,  they  confess  to  each  other 
and  try  to  understand  who,  what  and 
where  they  are.  Luc  and  Jean-Marc, 
thirty-two-year-old  actor  and  thirty- 
eight-year -old  French  teacher,  are  both, 
seemingly,  pretty  successful  men.  Yet 
each  of  them,  for  different  reasons,  faces 
confusion,  caught  between  his  dreams 
and  the  actuality  of  his  existence. 

Jean-Marc,  the  teacher,  living  in  rela- 

Due  to  lack  of  rehearsal  time,  Porcelain  Let- 
ters, the  new  David  Earle/Graham  Jackson 
collaboration,  was  not  performed  by  the 
Toronto  Dance  Theatre  in  its  28th  season  this 
fall.  Frostwatch,  a  1980  joint  work  of  gay 
poet  Jackson  and  TDT  Artistic  Director  Earle, 
was  substituted.  This  stark  and  stylized 
evocation  of  grief  featured  Charles  Flanders 
(left)  supporting  and  consoling  Grace 
Miyagawa  at  the  body  of  their  dead  lover. 
Simply  costumed  by  Denis  Jofire  and  per- 
formed to  Jackson 's  recitation  of  intense 
verses  on  bereavement,  the  dance  is  a 
strong  and  controlled  study  in  pain  and  the 
strength  born  of  suffering;  Flander's  com- 
passionate partnering  of  Miyagawa  only 
heightened  the  pathos  of  his  final  solitary 
and  uninhibited  rush  to  the  body.  Porcelain 
Letters,  based  on  court  life  in  ninth-century 
Japan,  will  be  performed  in  the  company's 
spring  season. 

Colin  McEnryZ, 


tive  comfort,  with  his  opera  records  and 
brandy,  his  fat  chair  with  the  doily 
draped  on  its  back,  his  sturdy  desk,  his 
new  boyfriend  upstairs,  is  melancholic. 
He  has  concluded  that  he  will  always  be 
a  French  teacher  and  not  the  talented 
novelist  he  wanted  to  be.  He  confesses 
to  a  feeling  of  awful  mediocrity.  Mean- 
while Luc,  the  actor,  has  signed  a  con- 
tract to  continue  his  role  in  a  popular 
situation  comedy  providing  both  finan- 
cial security  and  continued  celebrity 
status.  Yet  he  wanted  to  be  a  great  ac- 
tor. Instead  he  is  angry  to  discover  that 
success  means  a  false  recognizability  as 
some  inane  TV  image.  Not  only  that, 
but  his  father  is  dying,  dying  like  a 
"beaten,  worn-out,  old  dog."  For  both 
of  them,  obviously,  the  personal  and 


tender  doubts  of  middle  age  have 

arrived. 

Luc:  ...I  want  all  of  them,  Jean-Marc! 

All  of  them!  While  I  still  can.  Before 

it's  too  difficult.  Before  it's  no  longer 

possible! 

In  a  desperate  effort  to  leave  his 
mark,  at  least  in  his  own  mind,  his  own 
memory,  before  the  wrinkles  and  the 
grey,  Luc  fulfills  his  role  as  sexual 
outlaw,  falling  in  love  every  ten  min- 
utes, groping  in  the  tribal  circle  of  quiv- 
ering, grunting  men.  And  it  is  this  sex- 
ual and  emotional  anarchy  that  provides 
the  source  of  the  conflict  between  Jean- 
Marc  and  Luc.  For  Jean-Marc,  mono- 
gamy is  an  essential  ingredient  for  any 
relationship.  He  finds  no  joy  in  quick 
sex,  alluding  to  these  contacts  as  being 
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How  Could  They  Marry  Her?,  a  play  based 
on  Gertrude  Stein 's  life  and  writings,  was 
performed  by  Toronto  actress  Marcia  Cannon 
at  the  Joseph  Workman  Community  Centre 
November  18  and  19,  against  a  backdrop  of 
art  by  Picasso  and  his  contemporaries  (the 
set  design,  including  skillful  painting 
forgeries,  was  by  Margaret  Moores).  Marcia 
continued  along  the  path  already  followed  by 
actresses  Pat  Carroll  and  Pat  Bond  by 
reading  excerpts  of  Stein 's  work.  Marcia 
maintained  intimate  gossipy  relations  with 
the  far-too-tiny  audience  as  she  amused  and 
tickled  them  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Queen 
Street  Mental  Health  Centre.  Her  rough  ex- 
uberance thrilled  the  handful  of  spectators 
as  she  recited  examples  of  Stein 's  quick  wit, 
including  "Reflections  on  the  Atomic 

Bomb."  .,,  ..    ,-_, 

Stephen  StuckeyO 
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as  substantial  as  Kleenex  tissue.  For 
Jean-Marc,  Luc's  free-love  attitude, 
during  their  relationship,  represents  a 
betrayal.  He  cannot  recognize,  as  Luc 
can,  the  difference  between  physical 
loyalty  and  emotional  loyalty.  And  he 
was  deeply  hurt  when  he  found  out  that 
Luc  was  running  around. 

This  is  a  typical  problem  for  any  rela- 
tionship, gay  or  straight;  one  member 
of  the  couple  is  usually  more  "loyal" 
than  the  other.  But  Tremblay  explores 
the  definition  of  this  "loyalty,"  allow- 
ing Luc  to  question  it,  and  to  point  out 
other  equally  painful  styles  of  betrayal 
practised  by  Jean-Marc.  It  is  a  painful 
meeting  for  both  of  them.  Yet  Tremblay 
has  created  a  piece  in  which  the  charac- 
ters find  more  comfort  than  pain.  Luc 
has  come  to  confess,  with  Jean-Marc  to 
act  as  a  warm  shoulder  to  cry  on.  Yet 
Jean-Marc  confesses  his  feelings  of 
middle-class,  middle-age  "angst"  and 
he  appears  just  as  vulnerable,  just  as 
confused,  as  Luc. 

Obviously  the  years  have  affected 
their  roles.  Just  as  Luc's  actual  father  is 
dying,  Jean-Marc's  surrogate  status  is 
changing.  Time  and  his  experiences  with 
Luc  have  made  him  colder,  more  rea- 
sonable in  his  attitude  towards  love.  Yet 
Jean-Marc  performs  a  favour  for  his 
friend,  his  old  student,  son  and  lover: 
he  puts  his  arm  around  him  and  tells 
him  a  story,  a  once-upon-a-time  story 
from  Michel  Tremblay's  widening  liter- 
ary range,  and  as  evocative  as  anything 
of  Tremblay's  that  I've  seen.  It's  about 

This  issue's  writers 

John  Allec  will  start  working  full-time  at  TBPas  a 
PinkTyper  in  January. . .  Gerald  Hannon  has  been  with  The 
Body  Politic  since  its  second  issue  in  1972. . .  Peter 
Jackson  is  a  student  in  philosophy  at  Macquarie 
University  in  Sydney,  Australia,  and  is  on  the  collective  of 
the  Australian  National  Gay  Community  News. . .  Jon 
Kaplan  is  a  freelance  writer,  editor  and  teacher  . . 
Stephen  MacOonald  cant  wait  to  get  to  the  Maritimes  for 
Christmas. .  Colin  McEnry  has  studied  dance  at  York 
University,  Toronto. .  Lionel  Morton  is  a  Toronto  writer. . 
Joy  Parks  has  contributed  to  several  women's  periodicals 
and  literary  magazines...  Jane  Rule's  latest  book  is 
Outlander.  a  collection  of  essays. . .  Ian  Stephens  is  a 
student  in  Montreal. . .  Stephen  Stuckey  is  an  oppressed 
office  worker  and  part-time  "student"..  Judith  Van  Dyke 
formerly  Judith  Zutz,  is  coming  out  as  a  dyke  S&M  top. . . 
Sue  Golding  just  is... 
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Ron  and  Steve  have  both  been  rejected  by 
their  women  —  Ron's  apartment  mate  has 
gone  off  to  an  Indian  ashram,  Steve 's  wife 
has  thrown  him  out  because  he  won 't  have 
sex  with  her.  When  Steve  moves  in  with 
Ron,  each  discovers  something  about  him- 
self: Ron  (Joseph  Ziegler,  right)  realizes  that 
he's  homophobic;  Steve  (Hardee  Lineham, 
left),  that  he's  been  repressing  his 
homosexuality. 

David  French 's  new  play,  The  Riddle  of 
the  World,  is  mainly  concerned  with  Ron 's 
smug,  me-generation  self-righteousness, 
but  it  also  manages  to  be  pro-gay  without 
being  condescending.  Steve  explores  his 
new  feelings  tentatively  and  not  without  a 
little  fear.  His  involvement  with  a  Cab- 
bagetown  lawyer  named  Terry  is  platonic 
during  the  play,  but  at  the  play's  end  the  two 
of  them  are  off  for  a  cottage  weekend  that 
could  become  sexual.  Lineham' s  sincerity 
helps  make  Steve  one  of  the  solid  things  in 
French's  play,  which  is  often  heavy  on  ideas 
at  the  expense  of  drama.  JonKaplanO 


a  father  and  son,  and  offers  Luc  sweet, 
temporary  respite.  It  is,  as  Luc  knows, 
as  Jean-Marc  knows,  as  we  all  under- 
stand, only  a  temporary  hug  before 
both  are  left  facing  the  inevitable,  the 
decline  of  their  parents,  their  uncertain- 
ties, their  dreams. 

There  is  nothing  really  "theatrical" 
about  Les  Anciennes  Odeurs.  (The  title, 
roughly  translated  as  "Old  Smells"  or 
"Fragrances,"  refers  to  the  familiar, 
comfortable  smells,  both  actual  and  im- 
aginary, that  lovers  share  and,  in  an  in- 
stinctive, animalistic  style,  recognize.) 
It's  a  close  portrait  of  quietly  desperate 
professional  people.  The  fact  that  Luc 
and  Jean-Marc  are  gay,  that  the  play 
has  a  lot  of  references,  assumptions, 

An  exhibition  of  recent  works  by  Deborah 
Samuel  appeared  at  Gallery  Quan  in 
November.  The  artist,  who  did  the  '  'Spaced 
Out"  poster  for  the  CN  Tower,  has  been  a 
professional  photographer  since  1974.  Her 
works  have  appeared  in  After  Dark, 
Impulse,  Photo  Canada  and  the  fashion  sec- 
tion of  Toronto  Life. 

The  exhibition  featured  works  done  last 
summer  with  the  focus  being  on  the  human 
body,  which,  in  this  case,  does  not  repre- 
sent the  world  of  high  fashion  but  what  lies 
beneath  and  behind  it:  the  model's  search 
for  individual  identity.  Her  photographs  con- 
sist of  faceless  nudes,  portraits  that  are  a 
direct  confrontation  with  the  viewer.  There 
are  several  portraits  of  transvestites,  shown 
in  such  a  sensitive  way  that  they  let  us  see 
the  inner  beauty  of  the  individual.  The 
change  from  male  to  female,  as  well  as  the 
glamour  involved,  are  positively  repre- 
sented. Another  series,  my  personal 
favourite,  is  an  underwater  exploration  of 
the  human  body. 

Samuel's  black-and-white  statement  is  a 
disturbing  comment  on  the  commercial 
manipulation  of  beauty  and  sexuality  in  con- 
temporary society,  and  leaves  us  with  an 
unanswerable  anxiety  regarding  what 
seems  to  be  and  what  is. 

A  fascinating  showing  by  an  outstanding 
artist. 

Judith  Van  Dyke 


details  that  are  unique  to  the  gay  life- 
style, does  not  stop  it  from  appealing  to 
a  general  audience.  This  Tremblay  does 
without  compromise,  keeping  the  in- 
tegrity and  honesty  brutally  obvious, 
without  vapid  polemics  or  cute  laughter. 
Luc:  ...I'm  not  saying  that  it's 
beautiful.  But  I  don  *t  want  you  to  think 
that  it's  ugly  either.  Because  it's  what  I 
need.  There  are  times  when  it's  depres- 
sing... I'd  even  say  it's  often  depressing, 
but  I  don 't  think  it 's  ugly.  The  pleasure 
you  give  is  violent,  the  pleasure  you  take 
is  violent,  and  afterwards  you  get  down 
to  more  serious  things. 

Ian  Stephens  □ 

Quotes  used  by  permission  of  author,  from 
the  translation  by  John  Stowe. 


MORE  BOOKS 


Shit  and  malice 

The  Rebel  Angels  by  Robertson  Davies. 
Macmillan.  1981.  $16.95 


With  Fifth  Business  and  the  rest  of  the 
Deptford  Trilogy,  Canadian  author 
Robertson  Davies  acquired  a  reputation 
as  a  serious  novelist  and  as  a  sort  of 
magus,  partly  through  skill  as  a  roman- 
cer and  partly  through  his  exploitation 
of  the  murky  glamour  of  Jungian  psy- 
chology. In  The  Rebel  Angels,  he 
returns  to  something  like  the  satiric 
comedy  of  his  earlier  books.  The 
trilogy's  Jungian  quest  for  wisdom  has 
been  replaced  by  the  scholarly  pursuits 
of  a  grotesquely  medievalized  University 
of  Toronto. 

The  chief  villain  of  the  story  is  a 
middle-aged  homosexual  named  Parla- 
bane.  A  brilliant  sceptic,  as  we're  told, 
he  declares  that  he  is  not  a  Gay  but  a 
Sad,  while  Davies  suggests  that,  far 
more,  he  is  Evil,  a  devil  in  fact.  As  a 
literary  creation,  Parlabane  does  not 
begin  badly.  He  is  the  most  energetic 


character  in  a  slow-moving  novel,  and  is 
given  a  touch  of  realism  through  teasing 
references  to  the  cloistered  academic 
faggotry  of  the  Toronto  of  a  generation 
ago.  Davies  tries  to  seem  desperately 
knowing  about  this,  while  Parlabane 
works  away  at  a  scandalous  autobio- 
graphical novel.  This  is  said  to  be 
unreadable:  certainly  we  don't  get  to 
read  any  of  it. 

The  plot  is  designed  to  discuss  the 
subjects  which  most  intrigue  Davies 
and,  presumably,  his  admirers.  These 
are:  money  and  any  kind  of  treasure,  in 
the  present  case  a  huge  collection  of 
manuscripts;  recondite  lore  of  all  sorts, 
the  odder  and  more  antiquated  the  bet- 
ter; and  shit  —  one  minor  character  is  a 
medical  researcher  heroically  investi- 
gating the  varieties  of  human  excre- 
ment. In  one  form  or  another,  these 
subjects  interest  all  of  us,  and  Davies  is 
at  his  happiest  and  most  interesting 
when  he  can  stop  the  action  to  hold 
forth  on  one  of  them  through  the 
nearest  cardboard  character. 

But  action  is  needed  as  well  as  talk, 
and  it  develops  around  the  theft  of  an 
especially  valuable  manuscript.  It  is 
Parlabane  who  unravels  the  plot's  com- 
plexities, and  he  does  so  rather  unpleas- 
antly. In  the  middle  of  Davies's  deci- 
dedly strange  idea  of  a  homosexual  bon- 
dage scene,  Parlabane  murders  his  part- 
ner by  driving  two  knitting  needles  up 
his  nostrils  into  his  brain.  He  then  com- 
mits suicide,  knowing  that  the  publicity 
he  will  get  will  launch  his  novel.  In  real- 
ity, one  reflects,  it  will  do  a  lot  to  sell 
The  Rebel  A  ngels. 

This  novel  turns  on  the  association  of 
homosexuality  with  wickedness,  but 
Davies's  allusions  to  evil  in  the  theolo- 
gical sense,  and  the  suggestion  that  Par- 
labane is  a  devil  or  even  the  devil,  are, 
like  most  of  the  tradition  and  scholar- 
ship in  the  novel,  unfelt  and  unreal  — 
merely  decorative  in  fact.  Parlabane's 
"evil"  is  a  variation  of  the  malice  that 
has  always  fascinated  Davies.  Hence  the 
extravagant  nastiness  of  the  murder, 
which,  implausible  and  cynical  as  it  is, 
will  no  doubt  give  many  straight  readers 
a  comfortable  feeling  of  old  traditions 
being  kept  up. 

Lionel  Morton  D 
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DENNIS 


Dennis  Cooper: 
Damnation  Alley 

Jan,  an  older  guy, 

and  Jackie,  a  boy, 

on  a  big  motorcycle 

scooting  a  ruined  road 

after  the  holocaust 

with  no  girls  ahead  of  them 

and  nothing  behind. 

Where  does  this  road  lead? 
Into  love's  remnants, 
one  after  another,  leap 
frogging  through  radiation 
that  kills  no  longer 
just  sets  them  in  a  glow 
like  moonlight  all  day 

on  the  bed  they  build 
from  the  woods  around  them, 
using  their  bodies  — 
Jackie's  tenderness  at 
eighteen  or  nineteen,  and 
Jan's  experience  over  them 
both  like  this  forever. 


George  Stanley: 
Seventh  Avenue 

for  Dick 

That  winged  chariot  behind  our 

ears 
flashing  on  the  prisms  of  the  air 
like  the  Aurora  Borealis,  cheers 
no  one;  so  we  sit  each  in  his  chair 

contemplating  verity.  The 

charioteer 
drives  his  team  through  our  silences 
&  with  pass  &  counterpass  of  his 

spear 
punctuates  our  dogged 

confidences. 

We  never  got  a  proper  curtain  for 
that  window,  did  we?  Broke  since 

January. 
Your  charioteer  is  just  a  character 
from  literature,  an  advert  for  a 

mortuary. 

Quiet  your  ancient  fears,  let  chains 

of  grace 
crisscross  the  faded  dining  room 

like  lace. 


Gavin  Dtllaro  has  just  left '  'Sodom ' '  (Los  Angeles)  to 
return  to  his  hometown,  Asheville.  North  Carolina. 

Dennis  Cooper's  new  book  is  Tenderness  of  the  Wolves 
(Crossing  Press) 

George  Stanley  teaches  at  Northwest  College  in 
Terrace.  British  Columbia. 


COOPER 


GEORGE 


STANLEY 


GAVIN 


DIIIARD 

POETRY  SELECTED  BY  IAN  YOUNG 


Gavin  Dillard: 

Poems  from  A  Marriage 

quiet  in 
his  arms 

there's  left 
no  room 
for  thought 

his  hands,  thin 
like  monkey  paws 

he  peels  me  like 
a  pro 


his  lips  tremble 
when  his  pants 
are  down 

i  pretend  to  not  notice 


he  says  i'm  only 
interested  in  his  butt 

i  wanted  to 
deny  it,  but  my 
first  thought  is  to 
turn  him  over 
my  knee 


Gavin  Dillard 
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he's  thin,  for 
a  wrestler 

it  sometimes 

takes  all  my  strength 

to  be  pinned 

he  seems  to 

do  everything  he  can 

to  get  spanked 

—  if  i  had  a  butt  like  his 
i'd  be  the  same  way 

hands  on 
his  hips,  like 
a  victorian  vase 

i  could  pick  him  up 
and  drink  his 
anger 

then  he  got  a 

cold  and  slept  in  his 

own  room  and 

i  thought  that  the  wall 

between  us 

would  crumble 

when  the  rain 
started,  his  body 
became  warmer 

winter  will  be  a 
pleasure  this  year 

it's  no  secret 
that  he  loves 
me 

i  beat  it  out  of 
him  every  night 

it's  late, 
he  should  be 
in  bed 

and  i  should  be 
dreaming,  or 
licking  his  face 

please  let  me  finish 
writing,  i  interrupted 

don't  let  me  disturb 
you,  he  said 
softly,  brushing  a  bare 
butt  against  the  back 
of  my  arm 

nowhere  in 
my  heart 
is  there  a  dream 
he  can't  fulfill 


JANUARY/FEBRUARY  1982 


Ghosts  and  Fauns 

Jeffrey  Beam's  The  Golden  Legend  ($5, 
Floating  Island  Publication,  Box  516, 
Point  Reyes  Stn,  CA  94956)  is  his  first 
book,  and  slim  enough  to  make  one 
want  more.  There  is  a  fine  sequence  of 
poems  suggested  by  Durer  pictures, 
and,  the  first  poem  in  the  book, 
"Aubade": 

In  the  dank  cold  shivering  shade 

the  obsidian  snake  rises  up  on  its  elbows 

and  gazes  toward  the  sea 

My  arms 

are  empty  of  you  and  blind 

I  remember  fine  dust 

covering  last  night's  mothy  wings 

Yet  deep  in  the  darkness  of  my  cells 

I  see  the  sea's  roar 

and  the  breathings  of  sand 

The  sound's  so  bright 

I  can  hardly  lift  it 

Across  the  grass 

old  women  are  loosening  their  braids 

The  prose  poems  in  Daniel  Sloate's  A 
Taste  of  Earth,  A  Taste  of  Flame  ($5 , 


Guernica  Editions,  Box  633,  NDG, 
Montreal,  PQ  H4A  3R1)  are  skillfully 
crafted  and  sometimes  evocative.  Yet 
they  suffer  from  an  airy,  "Poetic" 
quality  that  eventually  becomes 
annoying. 

Sloate  employs  descriptions  of  the 
natural  world  to  mirror  his  personal 
feelings  and  emotions.  From  some  hints 
in  the  text  (and  the  fact  that  a  review 
copy  was  sent  to  TBP)  one  can  gather 
that  some  gay  sentiments  are  involved 
here.  But  this  is  never  made  clear,  and 
the  lack  of  clarity  obscures  not  only  the 
personal  connections  but  the  other 
descriptions  too.  The  billowy  vagueness 
makes  one  feel  pumped  full  of  poetry  — 
the  kind  of  poetry  ghosts  write.  It  is  a 


pity  to  have  to  say  this,  for  there  are  ap- 
pealing romantic  images  here.  Neverthe- 
less, the  overall  effect  is  one  of  wind. 

Dennis  Kelly's  new  collection,  Size 
Queen  and  Other  Poems  ($5.95,  Gay 
Sunshine  Press,  Box  40397,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94140),  is  in  the  same  vein  as 
his  earlier  Chicken  and  is  similarly 
adorned  with  rather  crude  erotic  col- 
lages of  attractive  naked  boys.  Kelly  can 
certainly  turn  the  poetic  trick.  Unfor- 
tunately, it's  the  same  trick  over  and 
over  again,  and  grows  wearisome. 
Enjoyable  to  dip  into,  rather  than  to 
read  straight  through. 

And  Tom  Meyer  fans  can  get  his  lat- 
est poetry  chapbook,  Beautiful  Rivers, 
for  50<t  from  Ant  Opera  Bookworks 
(where  do  they  get  these  names?),  Box 
1055,  Lawrence,  Kansas  66044. 

Romantic  Young  Men  of  Poetry 
($4.25,  CKPS,  92  Banks  St,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138)  seems  aimed  at  a  gay  market 
but  could  hardly  be  called  gay.  It's  a  lit- 
tle 32-page  anthology,  as  discreet  as  it  is 
slim,  composed  of  pictures  of  some  pre- 
20th-cerrtury  Romantic  poets  adorned 
with  little  bits  of  their  work.  Will  this 
really  please  anyone? 

The  first  two  volumes  of  Donald 
Vining's  A  Gay  Diary  have  met  with  a 
good  deal  of  praise,  perhaps  surprising- 
ly, for  this  is  a  leisurely  and  unsensa- 
tional  account,  unembroidered  with 
high  literary  style  or  breathless  drama. 
Volume 3,  1954-1967 ($9.95  paperback, 
Pepys  Press,  1270  Fifth  Ave,  New  York, 
NY  10029)  is  to  my  mind  the  most 
enjoyable  yet.  The  fairly  detailed  look 
at  the  day-to-day  development  of  a 
"long-term"  gay  couple  relationship  is 
only  one  valuable  aspect  of  this  intri- 
guing chronicle. 

In  all  the  pother  over  John  Boswell's 
Christianity,  Social  Tolerance  and 
Homosexuality,  another  book  covering 
much  the  same  material  and  published 
by  a  small  press  has  not  received  the 
attention  it  deserves.  Michael  Goodich's 
The  Unmentionable  Vice:  Homosexual- 
ity in  the  Later  Medieval  Period  ($6.95, 
Ross-Erikson,  629  State  St,  Santa  Bar- 
bara, CA  93101)  is  must  reading  for 
anyone  interested  in  gay  history,  especi- 
ally those  who  have  read  Boswell  and 
would  like  to  look  at  another  approach. 

Finally,  the  latest  from  England's 
Gay  Men's  Press  is  Tom  Pilgrim's 
Progress  Among  the  Consequences  of 
Christianity  ($9.95,  27  Priory  Ave,  Lon- 
don, England),  a  book  of  drawings  by 
Mario  Dubsky.  The  title  series  was  ap- 
parently inspired  by  the  Gay  News  blas- 
phemy trial.  Skeletal  figures  in  attitudes 
of  crucifixion  predominate,  and  the 
stark  renderings  of  sombre  European 
faces  and  emaciated  male  bodies  are 
more  suggestive  of  concentration  camps 
than  anything  else. 

There  is  a  group  of  rather  ordinary 
portraits,  including  one  of  Samuel 
Beckett,  a  writer  as  determinedly 
gloomy  as  Mr  Dubsky  himself.  A  series 
of  renderings  of  fauns  and  pans,  some 
of  them  reminiscent  of  Picasso  and 
perhaps  Keith  Vaughan,  are  more  lively 
and  more  thought-provoking. 

It  is  interesting  that,  with  one  very 
marginal  exception,  there  is  not  one 
drawing  showing  males  together  in  an 
attitude  of  affection  or  eroticism. 
Next  month,  another  contest. D 


Photo  by  Richard  Plowright 
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WITH 
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Unique  Because  It's  Loose-Leaf 
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Accomodations,  Bars, 
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WHY 

FLY  TO 

FLORIDA? 

Discover  our 
Southern  feel 
without  going 
South.  Fresh 
baked  bread, 
homemade 
desserts  and 
soups,  summer- 
time salads, 
deep  dish  quiche 
and  light  main 
entree.  Sunday 
brunch  with  live 
music  12  to  3 
p.m.  Flute  and 
piano  Tues  -  Sat 
p.m.  Come  relax 
and  enjoy. 


southcountry 


HARPERS  RESTAURANT  38  LOMBARD  ST 
FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL  863-6223 


<^l 


<*f' 


The  cozy,  warmly-lit 
atmosphere  surrounds 
you  in  white  stucco, 
impressionist  art  and 
greenery  —  the  perfect 
setting  tor  intimate  dining 


Savory  home  cooking, 
with  variety  that  is  sure  to 
please,  is  prepared  with 
the  care  intended  to 
make  your  dining 
unforgettable. 

After  dinner,  relax  with 
old  friends  over  a 
drink  in  the  bar  or 
meet  new  friends  on 
the  dance  floor. 


It's  all 


Q 


^ 


4 


For  people  who  think. 


PLATONIC  LOVE 

three  tales  of  language  &  desire 
Scott  Watson 


— 


sJ 


About  sex. 


Three  unusual  tales  about 
love  between  "gay"  and 
"straight"  men 

"The  language  o/Platonic  Love  is  often 
gorgeous;  Watson  paints  quick  pictures 
of  urban  and  seaside  landscapes.  And 
tough  talk  and  language  borrowed. . . 
from  pulp  pornographic  description 
keep  the  emotional  currents  churning.  " 
— Don  Larventz 
Body  Politic 

Available  at  Glad  Day  Books 


AESTHETERA 


•Gay  Blades  Dept:  Viewers  in  Montreal 
and  New  York  are  being  startled  by 
more  than  just  the  raunchy  homosex 
scenes  in  the  hit  German  movie  Taxi 
zum  Klo  (Taxi  to  the  Toilet).  Sequences 
which  supposedly  show  the  lead  charac- 
ter doing  a  bit  of  expressionistic  figure 
skating  on  a  frozen,  deserted  pond  were 
lifted  whole  from  Dream  Weavers,  an 
award-winning  CBC  special  featuring 
Canadian  figure  skating  sensation  Toller 
Cranston. 

The  producers  of  the  low-budget  Taxi 
may  have  planned  to  cut  corners,  but 
the  CBC  is  planning  to  slap  a  few  wrists, 
considering  this  a  little  too  freestyle. 
Cranston's  only  comment:  "This  is  not 
the  way  I  expected  to  make  my  movie 
debut." 

•Playwright  Donald  Martin,  whose  one- 
act  play  Mathmonium  has  been  staged 
in  New  York  and  London,  has  moved 
into  producing  as  well  as  writing.  His 
BackRoom  Productions  staged  Act 
One:  A  Festival  of  Plays  in  Honour  of 
Gay  Pride  Week  '81  in  London  this  past 
summer.  The  recipient  of  an  Ontario 
Arts  Council  grant,  Martin  is  currently 
working  with  author  Carol  Bolt  and 
director  Richard  Rose  (Tamara)  on 
script  development.  He  hopes  to  turn 
Matrimonium  into  a  full-length  play  for 
workshop  production  in  the  spring. 

•Professional  irritant  (and  Righter  for 
Maclean 's)  Barbara  Amiel  is  hard  at 
work  on  a  book  about  "the  homosexual 
murder"  of  Emanuel  Jaques  in  Toronto 
in  1977.  Champions  of  gay  liberation 
and /or  literature  beware! 

Amiel:  Maclean's  neo-con  calumnist 


•Places  of  Interest  and  Places  of  Inter- 
est to  Women  (from  Ferrari  Publi- 
cations, Box  16054,  Phoenix,  AZ  85011) 
have  become  the  first  gay  guide  books 
ever  to  be  recommended  for  use  in 
public  libraries,  by  Library  fournal  in 
its  October  15  issue.  The  publisher  re- 
ports that  orders  have  since  been  arri- 
ving daily  from  libraries  across  the 
country. 

•Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  known  as  one 
of  the  best  gay  bookstores  in  the  world, 
has  a  new  and  exhaustive  mail  order  cat- 
alogue, available  for  50<t  from  648A 
Yonge  St,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2A6. 

New  on  the  bookshelf: 

The  Lesbian  Path.  Edited  by  Margaret 
Cruikshank.  Naiad  Press.  $6.95  (US). 
37  personal  stories. 
The  Notebooks  that  Emma  Gave  Me: 
The  Autobiography  of  a  Lesbian  by 
Kady  Van  Deurs.  Naiad  Press.  $6  (US). 
Le  Guide  Gai  du  Quebec  1982  by  Alain 
Bouchard.  $8  (postpaid).  Editions 
Homeureux  Enrg,  CP  245,  succ  N, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  H2X  3M4.  225 
pages. 

Le  Complexe  des  Dupes  by  Alain 
Bouchard.  $9  (postpaid).  Edition  Hom- 


eureux Enrg,  CP  245,  succ  N,  Montreal 
Quebec,  H2X  3M4.  A  common-sense 
book  on  homosexuality  by  Quebec's 
leading  gay  psychiatrist. 


U    ■■■■■■'  twxitraexusf 
'i  mfn&fri  lift 


le 


complexe 
des 
dupes 


The  Way  Back:  The  Stories  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alcoholics  by  the  Gay  Council 
on  Drinking  Behavior.  $5.40  US  (bulk 
rate:  10+ ,  $4.30;  25  + ,  $3.25).  Whit- 
man-Walker Clinic  Inc,  2335  18th  St 
NW,  Washington  DC  20009. 
My  First  Satyrnalia  by  Michael 
Rumaker.  Grey  Fox  Press.  $5.95.  Avail- 
able from  Subterranean  Co,  Box  10233, 
Eugene,  OR  97440.  From  the  author  of 
A  Day  and  a  Night  at  the  Baths,  an  ex- 
ploration of  the  gay  scenes  of  Manhat- 
tan, from  backroom  bookstores  to 
Fairy  feasts. 

Sex  and  the  Pulpit  by  Abraham 
Feinberg,  Rabbi  Emeritus  of  Toronto's 
Holy  Blosson  Temple.  Methuen.  Ex- 
plores religious  attitudes  towards  sex, 
including  a  chapter  called  "Homosex- 
uality —  Salute  to  a  Gay  Friend." 
Mixed  Company:  Women  in  the  Mod- 
ern Army  by  Helen  Rogan.  Putnam. 
$14.95. 

Censored!  Only  in  Canada:  The  History 
of  Film  Censorship  by  Malcolm  Dean. 
Virgo  Press.  $9.95 

Funeral  Games  by  Mary  Renault.  Pan- 
theon. $14.50.  Wherein  Renault  rounds 
out  the  story  of  Alexander  the  Great 
begun  in  Fires  of  Heaven  and  The  Per- 
sian Boy. 

Second  Nature  by  Gordon  Glasco.  St 
Martin's.  $12.95.  After  being  married 
17  years,  a  man  discovers  and  is  discov- 
ered to  be  gay. 

Anal  Pleasure  and  Health  by  Jack 
Morin,  PhD.  Down  There  Press,  Box 
2086,  Burlingame,  CA  94010.  $14  US 
(postpaid).  By  the  author  of  Men  Lov- 
ing Themselves. 

Anne  Murray:  The  Story  So  Far  by 
long-time  TBP  contributor  David  Liv- 
ingstone. Prentice-Hall.  $9.95. 

New  from  Gay  Men's  Press  (available 

from  Carrier  Pigeon,  Box  2783,  Dept 

A27,  Boston,  MA  02208): 

Cracks  in  the  Image:  Stories  by  Gay 

Men.  Edited  by  Richard  Dipple.  $5.50 

(US). 

Theories  of  Homosexuality  by  Martin 

Dannecker.  $3.95  (US). 

Army  of  Lovers  by  Rosa  von 

Praunheim.  $8.95  (US).  Based  on  the 

film  of  the  same  name  which  TBP  called 

"a  brainstorming  of  questions  to  take 

us  into  the  Eighties. "D 
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Holiday  Greetings 

A  SPECIAL  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE  to  Brian, 

Chantal,  Joan,  Nicole,  Peter,  Bob  and  Nelson,  Elaine 

and  John,  George  and  Ron,  and  Sharon  and  Randy: 

Cherubim  and  Seraphim 

Are  full  of  cheer 
When  on  Christmas  Day 

All  they  hear 

Is  "I  came  first  again... 

Oh,  dear!" 

Love,  Dave  and  Joe. 

JOYEUX  NOEL/MERRY  CHRISTMAS  JOHN. 
Love,  Geoffrey.  PS:  You  may  have  a  "smart"  room- 

mate  in  '82. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  and  HAPPY  HANUKKAH 
to  Moishe  Reed,  wherever  you  are,  from  Hymie 

Levitt,  still  in  Vancouver.  Miss  ya. 

HAPPY  1982  TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS,  who  dream 

things  that  never  were  and  say  "Why  not?": 

Come,  my  friends, 

'Tis  not  too  late  to  seek  a  newer  world... 

That  which  we  are,  we  are, 

One  equal  temper  of  heroic  hearts, 

Made  weak  by  time  and  fate,  but  strong  in  will. 

To  strive,  to  seek,  to  find  and  not  to  yield. 

Fo. 

RANDOLINE:  I've  learned  a  lot,  and  not  just  about 
pot...  Thanks  for  a  wonderful  year!  Genevieve. 
GEORGE  AND  MARK  in  Calgary.  If  I  don't  get 
around  to  sending  you  an  Xmas  card,  will  this  do?? 

John. 

SAPPHIC  SISTERS  of  the  Nigadoo  River  Valley. 
Much  love  and  a  Merry  Christmas  from  your  son. 

MISS  SUSY  GIGGLES.  I  like  your  name. 


Friends 

Toronto 


TRANSVESTITE,  35,  dominant/submissive,  con- 
vincing, discreet.  Visits  Toronto  occasionally.  Seeks 
young,  petite  TV  for  occasional  meetings.  Exchange 
letters,  photo,  visits  to  Montreal.  Box  2208,  Dorval, 

QC  H9S  SJ4. 

OVER  1000  GAY  PEOPLE  seeking  friendship  in 
Toronto,  Ottawa,  and  Southern  Ontario.  All  ages  and 
interests.  For  information  sent  in  plain  envelope, 
write:  Mark  Monroe,  Special  Friends  Club,  Informa- 
tion  Center,  Box  6103,  Ottawa,  Canada  K2A  1T2. 

Friends/female 


Southern  Ontario 


WOMAN,  21,  INTELLIGENT,  SENSITIVE,  very 
mature,  living  in  Kitchener  area,  seeks  sensitive  caring 
woman  30+  for  possible  loving  monogamous  rela- 
tionship.  Drawer  C673. 


Toronto 


WANTED  —  LESBIAN  to  dominate  young  woman 
—  S/M  —  loves  complete  humiliation.  977-7286 
daytime. 

Friends/male 

International 

HELP!  It's  not  an  easy  search.  I'm  looking  for  a 
lover  /mate  to  squat  in  the  Alaskan  or  Canadian 
wilderness.  Jim  Jones,  Box  106,  Bethel,  Minnesota 

5S00S. 

BLACK/WHITE,  ASIAN,  HISPANIC  gays/les- 
bians —  many  contacts.  Write:  Quarterly-ZF,  279 
Collingwood,    San    Francisco,    94114.    Or    call 

(415)431-0458  24  hours. 

I'M  A  24-YEAR-OLD  BRAZILIAN  BOY  who 
would  like  to  correspond  with  a  boy  in  your  country  in 
English.  My  interests  are:  reading,  letter-writing  and 
many  other  things.  I'm  studying  geography  in  Univer- 
sity. I  have  brown  hair  and  eyes  and  I'm  tall.  Jairoda 
Fonseca,  R:  Sapopemba,  170  Bento  Ribeiro-Cep 
21331  Riode  Janeiro-RJ  Brasil. 


National 


LET'S  CORRESPOND  BY  CASSETTE!  I  enjoy 
music,  people,  writing,  swimming,  sex.  Tell  me  about 
yourself  on  cassette.  Let's  become  friends. 
Drawer  C666. 

I'M  GAY  AND  BLIND  and  want  to  correspond  with 
blind  gays  (cassette  or  braille).  Please  tell  your  blind 
friends.  Thank  you.  Drawer  C677. 


SAVE 


And  wish  your  friends 

smoochies  for  whatever 

delights  you  can  find  in  March 

—  the  break,  maybe?  First  day 

of  spring? 

Or  just  send  birthday  greetings 

to  the  lad  or  lady 

of  your  choice. 

If  it's  a  holiday  greeting  — 

you'll  save  50% 

off  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

Use  that  handy  form  on  page 

49,  and  send  it  along  today! 


Northwest  Territories 

YELLOWKNIFE.NWT  — GWM,  29, 5'11",  1601b. 
Gdlkg  and  athletic.  Enjoys  jogging,  movies  and  quiet 
get-togethers.  Very  discreet  and  straight-appearing. 
Dominant,  yet  versatile  and  easygoing.  New  to  city 
and  would  like  to  meet  other  gays  in  Yukon  or  NWT 
for  friendship,  good  times,  etc.  Please  write  with 
phone  number  and  address.  Drawer  C528. 

Alberta 

BUSINESSMAN,  41 ,  affectionate,  sense  of  humour, 
wide  variety  of  interests,  seeks  university  student  or 
other  interesting  men  who  feel  my  resources  might  be 
useful  for  regular  meetings.  Drawer  C651. 
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51  KENSINGTON  AVE         368  3747 


Open  for  Sunday  brunch 
11:30-  3:30 


THE 
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Vtl  SA  I  111    It  I  HIS 

iff  <   naln  street 
Hlnnipee 
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THE 

BACK 

DOOR 

GYM  &  SAUNA 

MONDAY.  LOCKER  $2 
TUESDAY.  ROOM  $4. 
LOCKER $2 
3:30—  11:30 

12  112  Elm  St  (laneway) 
West  of  Yonge.  2  blocks 
south  of  Gerrard.  Toronto 
(416)977  5997 


ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  5'6",  130lb,  32,  would  like  to 
meet  or  correspond  with  same  from  anywhere,  from? 
to  28.  Must  be  honest  and  sincere.  Just  coming  out, 
OK.  No  S/M,  B/D  etc.  Will  respond  to  all  but  with 
photo  first.  Drawer  C659. 


Manitoba 


SIKH?  AND  TIRED  of  being  overlooked?  This 
GWM  interested  in  challenging  cultural  stereotyping 

that  limits  our  mutual  benefit.  Drawer  C636. 

BODYBUILDER,  WELL-ENDOWED,  30,  blue- 
eyed,  good-looking  (what  more  can  you  ask?)  wants 
to  meet  other  bodybuilders.  Discretion  essential. 
Drawer  C6S7. 

WH ITE,  26, 6'  1 " ,  1 80  lb ,  hung,  above  average  looks . 
Thorough  sex  with  guys,  30-45.  Travelers  welcome. 
Picture  or  description  will  receive  quick  answer  — 
heavy,  hairy  have  priority.  Drawer  C671. 

WARM,  LOVING  MALE,  29,  dark  hair,  blue  eyes, 
overweight  would  like  to  meet  gay  men  for  possible 
relationship,  any  age.  Willing  to  help  young  men.  I'm 
looking  for  a  lover.  Drawer  C676. 


Southern  Ontario 


A  VERY  SINCERE,  quiet  and  trustworthy  Chinese 
male,  40,  5'7",  145  lb,  professional,  desires  to  have 
friend  for  good  times  and  company.  Will  treat  you 
nicely.  Toronto-Whitby-Oshawa.  Drawer  C623. 
WATERLOO  male,  23,  tall,  blond,  masculine,  seeks 
masculine  guy  for  friendship/relationship  in  South- 
ern Ontario.  I'm  reasonably  attractive  and  intelligent. 
I  like  music,  movies,  squash,  reading,  dancing,  long 
walks,  etc,  and  I'm  interested  in  meeting  you  if  you're 
open,  intelligent  and  possibly  somewhat  romantic. 

Drawer  C625. 

ATTRACTIVE,  MASCULINE  male,  50,  6',  155  lb, 
blue  eyes,  clean,  quiet,  active,  into  reading,  conversa- 
tion, walking.  Seeks  one  single,  straight-acting  gay 
male,  spiritually  inclined,  mature,  25-50,  tall,  slim, 
any  religion,  nationality,  race.  Photo  please,  return- 

ed.  Drawer  C658. 

DISCIPLINE:  SCHOOL  STRAPS  recordings,  firm 
professional  discipline.  Write  for  details.  Steve 
CuUen,  Box  22,  Oshawa,  ON  L1H  7K8. 

HANOVER  AREA  YOUNG  GAY  MALE,  Chris- 
tian (but  no  prude),  wants  to  meet  local  gays  for 
friendship.  Penpals  great,  too.  It's  lonely  out  here! 
Will  answer  all.  Box  424,  Hanover,  ON  N4N  3L9. 

KITCHENER-GUELPH  AREA.  Gay  white  profes- 
sional man,  185  lb,  6',  some  free  days  and  evenings. 
Interested  in  nature,  houseplants,  reading,  classical 
music,  art,  antiques.  Seeking  friendly  visits.  Shared 
interest  more  important  than  age  or  race. 
Drawer  C674. 

YOUNG  MALE,  22,  would  like  to  meet  other  gays 
from  the  Pickering  to  Oshawa-Newcastle  area.  Will 
answer  all  replies.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Drawer  C584. 

Ottawa  —  Eastern  Ontario 

OTTAWA  BUSINESSMAN,  34,  warm,  discreet, 
new  to  city,  seeks  masculine  friends.  Into  walking, 
talking,  being  close.  Prefer  under  35,  employed  guys. 
Looks  unimportant.  Drawer  C652. 

TEACHER,  47,  6'2",  trim  and  fit,  likes  non-team 
sports,  music,  disco,  seeking  25-50  for  life-sharing 
relationship.  Drawer  C656. 


Montreal 


LOOKING  FOR  a  healthy  and  humorous  man  who 
enjoys  sex,  sin  and  sophistication.  Drawer  C63S. 


Quebec 


WRESTLERS  WHO  WANT  a  real  or  fantasy  fight, 
write  with  phone  number  and  picture  if  possible. 
Drawer  C655. 


Maritimes 


WM,51,5'10",  1501b,  discreet,  honest.  Interested  in 
meeting  other  men.  Varied  interests.  Penpals 
welcome.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C660. 


Toronto 


LEATHER  GUY,  masculine,  looking  for  lover,  com- 
panion, friend.  All  scenes  or  straight  sex.  Versatile,  no 
hangups.  41  yrs,  5'11",  150  lb.  Good  head-space. 
Top,  but  open  to  suggestions.  Preferences  are  35-45, 
6'  and  up,  chunky  OK.  Financially  secure  and  expect 
same.  Write:  Roy,  c/o  Montgomery  Leathers,  Box 

161.  Agincourt,  ON  MIS  3B6. 

WELL-HUNG?  MASCULINE?  Let's  get  together 
and  discover  what  else  we  have  in  common.  Am  34, 
athletic  Appreciate  affection,  friendship.  Prefer 
under  35.  Photo  guarantees  answer.  Box  7303,  Stn  A 
Toronto,  M5W  1X9. 
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*  CLEAN  ROOMS 

*  SINGLES  AND  DOUBLES 

*  TV  LOUNGE 

*  DINING  ROOM 

*  HOME  COOKED  MEALS 

Toronto's  finest 
leather/denim  bar 


$18.00  PER  ROOM  PER  NIGHT 
ttl  1  KLY    RATES  AVAILABLE 


YOUR   HOSTS: 

DAVE    and  GEORGI 

B  I  astern  Avenue  loronto,  Ontario 

,41,,,  368-4040 

100  %  Gay  owned  and  operated 
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guest  houses  O^WL 

for  the  mans  Wau  to  stau  ^0  &    W0     ^ 


man's  Waij  to  stay 


new  york city  (212)695-5393 
fire  island  (516)597-6230 
new  Orleans   (504)525-3983 


toronto  (416)368-4040 

houston  (713)520-9767 

glen  rose  tx     (817)897-4972 


Hair  Designers  for  Men  &  Women 

Plaza  100 

100  Wellesley  St.  E.  Suite  103 

Toronto,  Ontario,  968-0332 


Desi. 


Missed  meal? 
Tired  all  the  time 
or  occasionally? 


Feel  younger,  have  some 
energy,  extend  your  evenings, 
learn  the  tricks  of  living  in 
harmony  with  nature  food 
supplements. 

For  your  private  consultation, 
ask  for  Frank  only  at  226-1423 
(daytime),  483-4466  (nighttime). 


THE 
ALBANY 
TAVERN 


Toronto's 
latest  and 
greatest! 

12  noon- 1  a.m. 
M  on. Sat. 

158  King  St.  East 

(just  east  of  Jarvis) 

Toronto 

364-1756 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
fflATEJ 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


FOR  FULL  BODY 


CtJ  THt BCA-CUP 


for  freshly  roasted  coffee  beans 

and  a  fine  selection  of 

loose  and  bagged  teas 

visit 

T3ca5  Coffee  cnibTcos 

W  CHURCH  TORONTO 

960-/26/ 


montgomenn 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt, 

Ontario,  Canada, 

M1S3B6 


I  Visa,  Chargex  or 

||        Mastercharge 

accepted 

■ 


I    YOU  DRAW  IT. 
WE  MAKE  IT! 


Illustrated  52  Page  catalogue  of 
Montgomery  Leathers  full  range 
of  products.  $3.50  +  75</  postage 
and  handling. 

(Refunded  on  1st  order  of  $35.00) 
Adults  only  —  must  state  legal  age. 


fine    leather  pants,  chaps, 
vests,  caps,  etc.   and 
related   magazines, 
erotica   and   toys 


TOP  MAN  LEATHER  inc. 


NEW  STORE  HOURS - 
TUES.  WED.  THURS. 

NOON   -    NINE 
FRI.  AND  SAT. 

NOON  -  MIDNIGHT 
CLOSED  SUN.  ANDMON. 


1244    SEYMOUR    STREET 
VANCOUVER    BC    V6B  3N9 


PHONE  (604)  685-1512 


.ilr 


Phone  964-9671 


Noon  to  7pm 


SARAH  SHRIGLEY,  C.E. 

Permanent  hair  removal  using 

electrolysis,  thermolysis  or  the  blend. 

Body  hair  removal  by  waxing. 

FREE  CONSULTATION 

Treatments  in  private. 
Men  and  women  welcome. 

"Across  from  the  Wellesley  subway  stop" 


2nd  floor 

The  Mid  town  Clinic 


29  Wellesley  St  E 
Toronto 


le  sex-shop  gai 


1661  est,  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal,  Que.  H2L  2J5  (514)  521-8451 


4oz$6.00 
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16oz  $1150         16 oz  $1Q50 

POSTAGE  AND  HANDLING  INCLUDED 
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HOT  ELBOW  GREASED  ELBOW  GREASED  4oz  D 

Name ^££° 
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AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 

PAYMENT  BY  CHEQUE.  MONEY  ORDER  VISA. OR  MASTERCARD 
CARD  NO: EXPIRY  DATE 

DEALERS  INQUIRIES  WELCOMED 


Send  for  our  free  catalogues  and 
get  a  free  Cock-ring       S,M  or  L 


'BERRI 


BEAUDRY' 


PRIAPE 


O- 
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YOUNG  YORK  STUDENT,  5' 11",  178  lb,  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  honest,  reasonably  intelligent  and 
romantic.  I  want  a  friend,  not  just  a  lover.  I'll  answer 
all,  but  photos  first.  Drawer  C613. 

UNHURRIED,  KIND  MALE,  English-Hebrew 
speaking,  curious  ever,  shenshual,  possesses 
vocabulary.  A  decent  set  of  cheekbones,  lantern  jaw, 
jet-black  hair,  26,  seeks  complement  in  gay  male.  Box 
862,  Stn  K,  Toronto  M4P  2H2 

POLYNESIAN  YOUNG  MAN,  25-year-old,  5'6", 
135  lb,  photogenic,  masculine,  medium-built  sincere 
and  congenial,  seeks  friendships  from  cute  and 
sincere  young  men.  Drawer  C61 1 . 

MASCULINE  BLOND  SLAVE,  25,  5'8",  145  lb, 
seeks  sensitive  master  to  fulfill  fantasies  and  expand 
limits.  Can  travel.  Photo/phone  requested.  Drawer 

C639. 

YOUNG  40s  MALE,  intelligent,  open-minded,  likes 
sharing,  receiving,  touching,  growth.  Not  afraid  to 
take  a  chance  and  reach  out  for  new  friends'.  Would 
like  to  meet  masculine  males  interested  in  meaningful 

friendship.  Drawer  C570. 

MALE,  26,  SLIM,  brown  hair,  new  to  gay  scene, 
novice  TV,  seeks  discreet  male  in  20s  to  investigate 
versatile  interests.  Should  be  similar  build  and  clean- 
shaven.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C649. 
HAIRY  MALE,  25,  masculine,  bearded,  dark  hair, 
slim,  sexy,  attractive,  aggressive,  into  badminton, 
hiking  and  weightlifting,  seeks  buddies  for  friend- 
ship, warm  moments,  and  passionate  lovemaking. 
You  must  be  100%  masculine.  Hairy,  husky,  passive 
hunks  an  asset.  Passive  couple,  bis  and  married 
welcome.  Discretion  essential.  Phone  number  please, 

let's  do  it.  Drawer  C650. 

EUROPEAN  MALE,  29,  slim,  seeks  sensitive  in- 
telligent male  for  friendship.  I  enjoy  art,  music, 
books.    Photo    and    phone    number   appreciated. 

Drawer  C6S3. 

MALE,  40s,  6',  180  lb,  likes  sharing,  receiving, 
touching.  Desires  companionship  of  a  young  black  or 
oriental  male.  Someone  who  would  appreciate  a 
special    relationship   with   a   big-brother    figure. 

Drawer  C654. 

MALE,  40s,  MASCULINE,  attractive,  sensitive, 
assertive,  non-smoker.  Seeks  like  male  into  sharing 
feelings,  one  strong,  gentle  and  in  need  of  love,  tired 
of  random  meetings  and  unafraid  of  commitment  — 
fun  to  be  with  in  and  out  of  bed.  Drawer  C569. 

HORNY  GWM  WANTS  ACTION.  5'6",  135  lb, 
22-year-old  novice  wants  to  play  out  fantasies.  Send 


explicit  letter  and  photo  to  guarantee  response.  Box 

1 166,  Adelaide  St  PO,  M5C  2K5. 

MASCULINE  GAY  white  male,  35, 6',  2101b,  wishes 
to  hear  from  other  singles,  couples.  Prefer  those  30  +  , 
well-endowed.  Have  special  fantasy  of  being  invited 
to  group  party.  All  answered.  John,  545  West  Mall, 

No  108,  Etobicoke,  ON  M9C  1G6. 

MALE,  EAST  INDIAN,  21,  attractive,  slim,  non- 
smoker.  Would  like  to  meet  same  up  to  35  who  is 
open,  mature  and  romantic  for  meaningful  relation- 

ship.  No  flings.  Drawer  C661. 

GOOD-LOOKING  MASCULINE  BLOND  —  29, 
5'9",  150  lb,  athletic  build.  Not  into  bars/disco. 
Seeks  rugged,  masculine,  dominant  male  any  age  for 
hot  times.  Drawer  C662. 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(212)232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


MASCULINE  W/M,  38,  160,  5'10".  Trim  brown 
hair  and  beard.  Hairy  body.  Dominant  B/D.  Re- 
quires passive  muscular  guy  to  40.  Prefer  athlete  or 
bodybuilder.  Into  fantasy  and  role-playing.  Novices 
welcome.  No  S/M.  Photo  and  detailed  letter  a  must. 

Drawer  C665. 

GWM,  PROFESSIONAL,  35,  6',  145  lb,  blondish 
hair,  thinning,  moustache,  straight-appearing,  edu- 
cated, discreet,  easygoing,  neat,  romantic.  Interests 


GET  INTO  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 

Welcome  to  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25c  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75c  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  for  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  when  you  get  your  message  into  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you  're 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it 's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks, "  or '  'no  fats  or  ferns. ' ' 


Postage  here 


Drawer 


TBe/CLASSIFIEDS 
P  0  Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge  - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word7  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  "phantasmagorical.  "  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9. 


include  all  the  usual  artsy  things  plus  reading,  cross- 
country skiing,  cycling.  Seeks  same.  Intention:  per- 
manent   relationship.    Box   232,    Stn   T,    Toronto 

M6B  4A6. 

ELDERLY  GENTLEMAN  DESIRES  younger  male 
friend  of  good  character.  Please  send  particulars  and 

recent  photo  if  available  to  Drawer  C663. 

COUPLE,  MALE,  MID-30s,  would  like  to  meet 
other  couples  for  friendship.  Prefer  people  who  are 
spontaneous,  honest,  and  simply  enjoy  being  with 

others.  Drawer  C668. 

HONEST,  SINCERE,  25,  6'2",  170  lb,  downtown 
areas,  seeks  person  to  age  40  for  friendship,  outings 
and  possible  relationship.  I  have  been  in  Toronto  for 
a  year  now,  and  KNOW  there  are  a  lot  of  nice  guys  out 
there.  How  about  getting  together?  Drawer  C669. 

ARE  YOU  21-27,  SLIM,  RELATIVELY  no  body 
hair,  mature,  honest,  sincere,  attractive?  Wanting  a 
one-to-one  relationship.  Interests:  long  walks,  talks 
romantic  evenings,  the  arts.  If  so,  please  write 
(Photo,  only  if  possible,  would  be  nice).  Include 
phone  number.  I  am  29,  5'7",  1481b,  hairy,  fairly  at 
tractive,  honest,  sincere  and  hope  to  hear  from  you 
Drawer  C670. 


BEG  FOR  IT!  Students  into  endurance,  bondage, 
crotch-torture,  ass-work,  tit-pain,  cocksucking. 
Limits  respected.  Long  kinky  sessions  with  hot  slim 
attractive  top,  35.  Photo/phone.  Ifyou  really  want  to 
work  for  it,  write  Carrot-on-a-stick,  208-1065  Eglin- 
ton  Ave  West,  Toronto  M6C  2E1. 

OVER-ENDOWED  HORNY  MALE  sought  by  sexy 
male  with  HOT  buns  for  long  hot  sessions.  Photo 
possible?  Also  interested  in  hearing  from  TVs,  TSs, 
skinny  gays  under  25  and  penpals.  Drawer  C679. 


Homes 


ONE  PAINTER,  ONE  COMPOSER  (plus  two  cats, 
a  horse,  and  a  grand  piano)  seek  employment  and  liv- 
ing space  in  the  country.  Experienced  in  farm  and 
equestrian  duties,  would  prefer  to  work  in  exchange 
for  residence  and  living  stipend.  Contact  Peter  or 
Dave  in  Toronto  at  924-3282. 


Vancouver 


GAY  GUY,  19,  NEW  TO  TORONTO,  goodlooking 
fairly  masculine,  straight-looking,  nice  body,  6'1" 
brown  hair,  easygoing.  Enjoy  dancing,  but  not  much 
into  gay  scene.  Same  or  very  similar  for  meaningful 
relationship.  Box  568,  Stn  J  Toronto,  ON. 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  36  YEARS,  with  cuddly 
moustache  and  positive  outlook  would  like  to  meet 
another  male  with  similar  qualities.  An  interest  in  a 
close  friendship  is  essential .  I  would  like  to  think  that  I 
am  honest  and  supportive,  although  it  is  difficult  to 
display  these  traits  standing  in  a  bar  looking  like  part 
of  the  decor.  If  you  are  between  25  and  35  take  a 
chance  and  reply.  Drawer  C672.      

TWO  GUYS  —  HONEST,  intelligent,  sensitive,  30s 
—  seek  younger  guys  for  fun  and  friendship.  Shy  OK. 
Drawer  C675. 

I'M  45,  ENJOY  MUSIC,  PEOPLE,  conversation, 
seek  sincere  friend,  any  race,  30-65,  Toronto  area. 
Please  write  with  your  phone  number.  Drawer  C667. 
MASCULINE,  AFFECTIONATE  GWM,  dark, 
slim,  38,  seeks  companion(s).  Open  to  possible  rela- 
tionship. I'm  professional,  gentle,  good  sense  of 
humour,  intellectual,  both  earthy  and  spirtual.  Deep 
interest  in  classical  music,  also  love  travel,  conversa- 
tion, movies,  plays,  bridge.  Welcome  trying  new  in- 
terests. Giving  and  receiving  love  is  life's  purpose. 
Drawer  C680. 


TWO-BEDROOM  APARTMENT  in  renovated 
house,  near  Renfrew/ 1st  Avenue,  $450  per  month, 
utilities  included.  Available  now.  254-5562. 


Southern  Ontario 


ROOM  HOUSE,  pleasant  accommodation.  Write 
Fern  Garry,  32  Richmond  St,  Chatham,  ON 
N7M  1N6. 


Eastern  Ontario 


1000  ISLANDS  HOUSE  to  share.  Own  room.  All 
amenities.  Must  be  honest,  trustworthy.  Serious  only. 
Call  Ron  613-659-2223. 


Toronto 


BRIMLEY  AND  ST  CLAIR,  TTC,  furnished  room 
for  rent.  Kitchen  privileges,  reasonable.  266-9588. 
SUBLET  FOR  SIZZLING  SUMMER  of  1982.  From 
May  to  August  1982,  fully  furnished  bachelor  apt  in 
downtown  area.  Will  reduce  $50  to  rent  at 
$200 /month.  Call  921-2845. 

MALE  SEEKS  SAME  TO  SHARE  comfortable,  af- 
fordable two-bedroom  furnished  apartment  at  Yonge 
and  St  Clair.  Panoramic  view  must  be  seen  to  fully  ap- 
preciate.  $250  per  month.  Drawer  C664. 

ROSEDALE  FLAT  TO  SHARE.  Male  professional 
in  his  30s  seeks  same  to  share  two-bedroom  flat.  Rent 
includes  your  own  partial  washroom,  cable  TV,  and 


I  m  ■ 

■1  Hi 

■1   ■   1 

■   ■    ■ 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

$5 

55 

55 

55 

55 

$5 

55 

55 

55 

55 

$5 

55 

55 

55 

$5  25 

$5  50 

$5.75 

56  00 

56  25 

$6.50 

$6  75 

57  00 

$7  25 

$7  50 

$7  75 

$8  00 

$8  25 

$8  50 

$8  75 

$9  00 

$9  25 

$9  50 

$9  75 

S10  00 

$10  25 

$10  50 

$10  75 

$11  00 

S1t  25 

$11  50 

$11  75 

$12  00 

$12  25 

$12  50 

$12  75 

$13  00 

$13  25 

$13  50 

S13  75 

$14  00 

$14  25 

$14  50 

$14  75 

SI 5  00 

$15  25 

$15  SO 

$15  75 

$16  00 

$16  25 

$16  50 

$16  75 

$17  00 

$17  25 

Si 7  50 

$17  75 

$18  00 

$18  25 

$18  50 

$18  75 

$19  00 

$19  25 

$19  50 

$19  75 

$20.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  25c/word. 
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free  use  of  laundry  facilities.  Other  features:  air  con- 
ditioning, dishwasher,  cleaning  woman,  screened 
verandah,  and  space,  quiet  and  charm.  Subway  three 

minutes  away.  Call  920-7513,  11  am  to  10  pm. 

RESPONSIBLE  WOMAN  TO  SHARE  apartment 
with  two  others.  Non-smoker.  Malton.  $165  per 

month.  Own  room.  671-3681. 

BLOOR-YONGE  AREA,  new,  two-storey,  two- 
bedroom  unit  in  luxury  condominium  building.  21/2 
baths,  5  appliances,  master  bedroom  with  balcony. 
Parking,  security,  amenities,  $800  per  month  plus 
Hydro.  961-8837. 

CAREER-ORIENTED  GAY  FEMALE,  29,  seeks 
similar  to  look  for  two  bedroom  central  flat  for 
March.  Am  neat,  have  furniture,  sense  of  humour. 

Platonic  only.  Drawer  C681. 

DOWNTOWN:  PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  24,  seeks 
same  to  share  two-bedroom  penthouse.  Dishwasher, 
pool,  sauna,  security,  cable,  air,  inclusive.  $265,  Feb 

'82.  Call  367-0463,  Mon-Fri  11-5. 

CONVENT  REQUIRED: 
Urgent.  Niggle  of  nuns  in  need  of  space;  simple  and 
spare  will  suffice.  One  or  two  rooms,  central.  Prefer 
warehouse-type  accomodation,  toidy  a  must.  Will 
some  kind  parishioner  assist  us  in  our  Good  Works? 
We  can  cough  up  a  maximum  of  $100  per  month. 
Contact:  Sr  Intelligentsia,  Mother  Posterior  of  Hous- 
ing, Drawer  OP1,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1X9. 


Messages 


D' ARCY  M:  I  MEANT  IT;  it  was  lovely  to  meet  you, 
and  it  would  be  lovely  to  see  you  again.  You  had  left 
by  the  time  I  got  downstairs  with  my  phone  number. 
Give  me  a  call  or  drop  in  to  see  me  at  work,  close  to 
midnight.  Chris  Davis. 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have  pen-pals 
—  Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a 
pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through 
the  church's  prison  ministry.  The  address  is  Prison 
Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 
LONELY  PRISONER  in  dire  need  of  outside  cor- 
respondence. Age  29,  Black,  very  sincere  and  a 
gentleman.  I'm  seeking  friendship  with  an  under- 
standing person.  Mr  Sonny  Trammell,  152059,  Box 
45699  K-l-53,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 


Services 


Vancouver 


THE  RADICAL  THEORIES  and  emotional-release 
techniques  of  Wilhelm  Reich  are  being  used  and  fur- 
ther developed  by  Radix  Institute  teacher /trainees 
worldwide.  Reasonable  rates.  Jim  Ross,  525-6716. 


Toronto 


FOR  CONSULTATIONS  in  relaxation  therapy  call 
485-1290  between  10  am  and  2  pm. 

FLUTE  LESSONS  for  advanced  or  beginning  stu- 
dents.  Individual  and  group  instruction.  787-9391. 
PROFESSIONAL,  THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  in 
the  comfort  of  your  home,  by  appointment.  Massage 
stimulates  circulation,  helps  relieve  fatigue,  eases  ner- 
vous tension,  helps  relieve  muscular  pain,  encourages 
relaxation   and   sleep.    Jack   Gilead,   MA,   RMT. 

968-0580. 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  available  to  individ- 
uals/couples for  interpersonal /psychosexual  prob- 
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GRATIS  FREE  BROCHURE 


COQ  INTERNATIONAL   -J> 
BOX  30  •  DK  4300     . 
HOIBAEK' DENMARK  ,    ," 
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BANG  •  LOCKER  ROOM 

HARDWARE  •  THRUST 

COCO  SNOW  •  ZAP  SOLID 

RUSH  •  DAMRON  GUIDE 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  ONLY 

RLS  MANAGEMENT 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

(416)  977-4718 


lems.  Bill  Sanders,  MSW,  Certified  Sex  Therapist, 

535-9818. 

OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST.  Individu- 
al/Couple Counselling.  Also  sexual  dysfunction 
counselling.  Confidence  guaranteed.  Eugene  Allen 
Schoentag,  524  Bathurst  St,  967-0272. 


Dr.  I.  Von  Lichtenberg  Ph.D., 
Psychotherapist 

Initial  visit  —  No  charge 

Strictly  confidential 

922-2996 

Toronto 


ACCOUNTANT  —  workaholic,  qualified  for  main- 
taining the  status  quo,  counselling  on  operational  ef- 
ficiencies and  advising  improved  productivities,  or 
trouble-shooting  areas  of  concern  depending  on  your 
business  requirements.  Vast  experience  in  all  phases 
of  financial,  taxation,  and  administrative  pro- 
cedures. Available  on  a  permanent,  temporary,  or 
part-time  continuous  basis.  465-9871,  evenings. 

ARTISTS'  REPRESENTATIVE  requires  new  artists 
with  works  suitable  for  exhibition.  Richard  Zee,  (416) 
626-5465. 


Travel 


LONDON,  UK.  Largest  gay  hotel:  The  Philbeach,  30 
Philbeach  Gardens,  Earlscourt  SW5.  Close  to  clubs, 
bars.  Groups  welcome.  Discount  available  373-1244. 


KEY  WEST 

The  Island  For  A 11  Seasons. 

For  free  map  and  brochure: 

(800)  327-4834  or  write  Key 

West  Business  Guild,  P.O.  Box 

1208-B3,  Key  West,  FL  33040. 


Work 


HOUSEBOY  WANTED  who  is  energetic,  loyal, 
masculine,  a  youth  of  impeccable  integrity.  Reply  to 

PO  Box  405,  Don  Mills,  ON  M3C  2T2. 

COMPANION  to  gentlemen.  Intelligent,  honest, 
reliable,  healthy,  good  cook,  driver,  56-year-old 
man.  Part  or  full  time.  Box  2925,  Stn  F,  Scarborough, 
ONM1W  3P4. 


TORONTO  GAY 
STREET  PATROL 

We  require  a  qualified  martial 
arts  instructor  to  teach  classes 
beginning  in  February.  Fee 
negotiable.  Interested 
applicants  are  asked  to  forward 
an  outline  of  training  and 
experience  to  Drawer  C678,  The 
Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Sin  A, 
Toronto  M5W1X9. 


Sports 


WRESTLING  CLUB  —  Canada  —  US,  expanding! 
Wrestlers,  fans,  magazines,  pix.  Info,  hot  catalogue, 
$3.  NYWC,  59  W  10  St,  NYC  1001 1 . 


Other 


AXIOS  (Eastern  &  Orthodox  Christians).  Finally! 
Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts  &  fun  for  ALL  us 
"eastern  ethnics."  Join  our  family!  Drawer  C391 . 
NAGUAL    SHAMANISM.    Experienced    only. 
Mutual  concerns?  (Toronto:   forwarding  address) 

449-450-089,  Box  233,  Cobourg,  ON. 

GAYS/M,  B/D  personal  ads  published.  Sample  copy 

SI.  Justice,  RR  4,  Harrow,  ON  NOR  1G0. 

GAY  MALE,  25,  wishes  to  purchase  X-rated  films 
and    magazines    in    good    shape.    Discretion. 

Drawer  C6S0. 

CHORAL  MAJORITY  SINGS  OUT!  Gay,  left 
hymns  and  carols.  Harmonize  and  organize.  Tape 
$5.50,  Hymnal  $3.00.  964  Valencia,  SF  CA  941 10. 
SUNRISERS'  FITNESS  GROUP  will  change  your 
day.  Join  us  Monday  to  Friday  at  7am  for  dynamic 
aerobic  exercises  and  stress-releasing  stretches.  Work 
out  to  fabulous  fun  music.  Winchester  Senior  Public 
School,  15  Prospect  St,  Cabbagetown.  Call  J  Shepard 
at  961-2828. 


KEY  WEST 


a  year  'round  Caribbean  resort  in  America. 


CURRy 

(house 


Vour  hosts? 
Dan  4  Bobby 

806p  Flt'ining 

Old  Key  Wetl  33040 

(305)  2*4-6777 

...wall  charm  tha  pant*  off  of  you! 


KEY  WEST 

RESERVATIONS 
TOLL-FREE 

1-800-327-4831 


Canada  716-823-1061 
Fla  305-294-7713 


A  classical! 

y  restored 

^0/ 

n 

home  in 

scenic  Old  Town. 

M 

Tropica 

garden  and  pool 

XAJ 

)Q     in  a  very  private  setting. 

William 
329  Wil 

Street  House 

lam  St.,  Key  West  Fla 

(3051  294  6052 

BIG  RUBY 'SINN 

in  the  heart  of  Old  Town 
—  Exclusively  Men  — 

•  PRIVATE  TROPICAL  YARD 

•  SOLAR  HEATED  POOL 

•  LUXURIOUS  ACCOMMODATIONS 

•  CONTINENTAL  BREAKFAST 

409  Appelrouth  Lane  (formerly  Smith  Lane) 
P.O.  Box  729  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2323 


Lime  house 

"Experience  Tropical  Magic  right  In  the  heart  of 
Old  Towne.  2  blocks  to  Mallory  Square. 
Comfortably  appointed  and  fully  equipped  Units 
with  kitchen- bath.  A/C,  Bahama  fan;  swimming 
pool  and  private  sunbathing.  Many  amenities  in  a 
secluded.  Intimate  setting.  Service  our 
speciality.    (305)  296-2978 

219 
Elizabeth  SI. 

Old  Towne 

Key  West, 

Florida 

33040 


Vern  and  Bill 
Your  Hosts 


823  Fleming  Street,  Key  West 
i  Florida  33040  (305)  296-2131 1 
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PALLADIUM:  The  Club  ofall  Clubs 


SAlV/VA  •  S7EAM  •  B/\R  •  7V  ROOM 

HOT  TUB  •  NUDE  SUNBATHING 

24  Hour  Club 


»  <T   4  4 

1    •>    J  J  J 

*     «  <  X 

a   q  q  o. 
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903  Duua/  Street  Key  West 

(305)  296-7523 


KEY  WEST 


Sea  Isle 

Jacuzzi 
Private  Baths 

In  the  Heart  of  Old  Town 

Exercise  Area 

Color  Television 

Air-Conditioning 

Modern  Kitchens 

For  rates  &  reservations 

Nude  Sunbathing 

Call  (305)  294-1772 

Off-Street  Parking 

&  1800-327-4837 

Solar  Heated  Pool 

Weekend  Cocktail  Parties 

Sea  Isle                Complimentary  Continental 

915  Windsor  Lane 

Breakfast 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

A  Nice  Place  to  Be 

CELEBRATE  A  SUNSET 
every  night 

(That's  just  a  beginning) 

Discover  romance 
and  the  excitement  j 
of  the  tropics 


It's  all  waiting 

on  our  island 

for  all  seasons! 


•wS******* 


*   THE  LARGEST  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  HISTORIC  OLD  TOWN   •  ROO(T)S,  EFFICIENCIES,  HPARTITIENTS 


House 


the  INN  place 

1129  FLEmiNG  STREET,  KEY  WEST,  FLORIDP  33040      TELEPHONE  305/294-6284        VISA,  OK.  BE.  TELECHEK 


CLUB 
KEY  WEST 


LODGING  &  BATHS 


Legal  ID.  required  (or  Club  Bath  Cham  Membership. 


CLUB  BATH  CHAIN 


1  27  Guestrooms  with  TV,  overhead 

lans  or  air  conditioning  plus  private 

phone 
1  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 

cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym. 

and  club  cafe 
>  Walking  or' cycling  distance  to  all 

beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town. 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Prices.  Services  &  Facilities  subiect  to 
change  without  notice 


Our  accommodations  Brie  firsl 
rate.  Individually  decorated         '•".,   "V      ,   '      V 
rooms,  each  with  colQr.TV/'  {;•;  ""'  .  1$e|(L'-  '  £    ■: 

AC,  refrigerator,  phone  and     -^_  .'--.-  *' 
*    ceiliny  fans.  Heated  pool.         »wt£^ 

K&v  Inclnc*  Mntc*l  1004B  DUVAt  ST  KEY  WEST 

l\tf/  LUUyt?  IVIUTGI     FL  33040  ($05)296-9915 


Key  Lodge  is  a  little  differ 
The  environment  is  friendl 


MM  MM 


We're  in  the  hear 


a  unique  guest  house  'or  won 

ELLIES  NEST 

KEY  WESTS  ONLY 
WOMEN  S  GUEST  HOUSE 

At  luir  S  NES1  you  II  hnd  II 
expected  in  style    comlort  ana 
convenience 

.  'oom  has  AC    heat     .   i 
Die  bed  md  IV 
Injoy  tli<>  hoi  hji;  p  jol  si, 
and  ttopical  palio   Conlinonlnl 

1414  Newton  Street        (305)  296  5757 
Key  Wesl   Florida  33040 


Cypress  House 


fiOarfr: 


— a  luxury  guest  house  mainly  for  men. 
Air  conditioning,  plenty  of  baths,  and  a 
tropical  swimming  pool  complement 
the  old-style  comfort  of  spacious 
rooms.  Closest  to  Sunset. 

Our  rates  include  breakfasts  and  social 

hours.  Summer  rates  from  $27  daily: 

weekly  rates  &  suites  available. 

Call  or  write  for  poster-brochure  or 

reservations: 

601  C  Caroline  Street.  Key  West. 

Florida  33040         (305)  294-6969 


Gideon 
Lowe 

llOUSe,  kc\  West,  announces 

Gideon  Lowe-in-Exile 

Mi/ml. i  Yucatan 

\  s.m  Miguel  iic  AJIende 

rwo  OKI  ai  \i  w  si  \  SPOTS 

KW  Wll  I  1AM  SIKH   I    kH  Wisl 
I  I  OKIHA  1J040  USA 
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NATIONAL/ BINATIONAL: 


/Atiantic  Gay  Alliance/ 'Association  des  Gai(e)s  da  I'Atlan- 
tique.  contact  GAE  (Halifax),  FLAG  (Fredericton)  or  North- 
ern Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB). 
I Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  StnA,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W 1G2.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 
'Committee  to  Defend  John  Da  mien.  Box  608,  Stn  K, 
Toronto,  ON  MAP  2H1 . 

/Dignity/ Canada/ DigniU,  Box  1912,  Winnipeg,  MB 
R3C  3R2.  Ph:  (204)  772-4322. 
/Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG),  731 
Bathurst  St.  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 
/Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  281.  Stn  A,  Rexdale,  ON  M9W  5L3.  Ph: 
(416)  741-7223. 

/Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Friends),  Canadian 
regional  representative,  c/o  Box  34,  Stn  G,  Calgary,  AB 
T3A  2G1.  Ph:  (403)  233-7404. 
Olnterest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology, 
c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association,  558  King  Edward 
Ave.  Ottawa,  ON  K1N7N6. 

Z  International  Gay  Association,  secretariat,  c/oCHLR,  Bo. 
931,  Dublin4,  Republic  of  Ireland  (Eire). 
''Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of  the  Liber 
tarian  Party  of  Canada,  Box  190,  Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto, 
0NM5C2J1. 

GUgo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj  (LSG).  gay  Esper- 
anto organization,  lOOCrerarAve,  Ottawa,  0NK1Z  7P2. 
DNem  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792,  Stn  F, 
Toronto,  0NM4Y2N7. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee  for  The 
Barracks  and  other  bath  raid  accused),  730  Bathurst  St, 
Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4.  Donations  should  be  made  payable 
to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  for  the  RTPC  and  mailed  to  the 
above  address. 

/Women's Archives.  Box 928,  Stn  Q,  Toronto,  ON 
M4T2P1. 


NOVA  SCOTIA: 


Halifax 

GThe  Alternate  Bookshop,  1588BarringtonSt.  2nd  fir. 
Mailing  address:  Box  276,  Stn  M,  B3J  2N7.  Ph: 
(902)  423-3830. 

Gay  Alliance  tor  Equality  Inc  (GAS),  Box3611,  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6  Ph:  (902)  429-4294.  Gay 
helpline  (information,  referrals  and  peer  counselling): 
(902)  429-6969,  Thurs.  FriandSat,  7-10  pm. 
/Gay  Artists  Musicians  Entertainers  Society  (GAMES)  of 
Atlantic  Canada,  Box  3611,  South  Station,  B3J  3K6. 
'  Gay  Youth  Society  of  Halifax  (in  formation).  For  informa- 
tion, call  GAE  helpline  or  write  c/o  The  Alternate  Bookshop. 
/Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie  (GLAD),  c/o  SUB  (Stu- 
dent Union  Building),  Dalhousie  University. 

Lesbian  Drop-In,  2nd  and  4th  Fri  of  every  month,  1225 
Barrington  St.  Into:  429-4063.  Music  and  conversation. 
OLive  and  Let  Live  Group  (AA),  Box  1234N,  B3K  5H4. 
Gays  welcome.  Meets  Thurs,  8:30  pm  in  Rm  21 ,  5211 
Blowers  St. 

Sparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Gay  Christians,  meet  every 
Sunday  at  8  pm,  at  the  Universalist  Unitarian  Church,  5500 
Inglis  St.  Mailing  address:  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South  Postal 
Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Sparrow  coffeehouse:  every  Sunday  at  The 
Turret.  Call  Gay  line  (429-6969)  or  GAE  (429-4294)  or  The 
Turret  (423-6814)  tor  dates  and  times. 
O  The  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588  Barrington  St. 
Ph:  (902)  423-6814.  Mailing  address:  Box  3611,  Halifax 
South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK  = 
Fredericton 

/Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FLAG),  Box  1556.  Stn  A. 
Ph:  (506)  457-2156. 

Moncton 

/Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  2362.  Stn  A, 
E1C  8J3.  Ph:  (506)  372-4717. 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990.  Caribou,  Maine  04736 
USA.  Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Mada- 
waska/Victona/Carlton.  NB.  Timiscouata,  Quebec,  and 
Aroostook,  Maine).  (207)  496-0188. 


QUEBEC 


Charlevoix 

/Association pour  les  droits  des  gais  de  Charlevoix 
(ADGC).  CP724.  Clermont,  Comti  de  Charlevoix,  GOT  ICO 
Ph:  (418)  439-2080. 

Hull 

/Association  Gale  de  i  Quest  Quibtcois  (AGOO),  CP  1215. 
Succ  B.  J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)  778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

OGay  Students  Alliance  (GSA),  Box  631,  Bishops  Univer- 
sity/Champlain  Regional  College,  J1M  1Z7 

Montreal 

/Aide  aux  travesties  et  transsexuelles  du  Quebec  CP  363. 

Succ  C,  H2L  4K3.  Ph:  (514)  521-9302. 

//Alpha  Kira  Fraternity.  CP  153.  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5. 


Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I'UniversiU 
de  Montreal,  3200,  rueJean-Brillant,  Local  1279,  Pav 
Lionel  Groulx  des  sciences  sociales,  University  de  Mon- 
treal'.  H3T  1N8.  Ph:  (514)  737-0553,  lundis  etjeudis, 
12h00a15h00. 

/Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourds.  CP  764,  Succ  R, 
H2S  3M4. 

/Association  pour  les  droits  de  la  communauU  gaie  du 
Quebec  (ADGO).  CP36,  Succ  C.  H2L  4J7.  Bureau:  263  est 
rue  Sainte-Catherine,  2e  etage.  Ph:  (514)  843-8671. 
OThe  Capable s.  Box  966,  Succ  H,  H3G  2M9.  Ph: 
(514)  486-4404.  Support  group  tor  bisexual  men. 

Collecbvedu  triangle  rose,  CP471,  Succ  LaSalle,  Ville 
LaSalle,  H8X  3V4. 

OComiU  de  soutien  aux  accuseds  de  Truxx,  a/s1217  rue 
Crescent,  H3G  2B1.  Ph:  (514)  866-2131. 
OContact-t-nous,  gay  VD  service,  information  and  referral. 
Ph:  (514)  861-6753. 

OCoop-Femmes,  CP223,  Succ  Delorimier,  H2H  2N6.  Ph: 
(514)843-8998. 

.  Dignity/ Montreal.  Newman  Centre,  3484  rue  Peel, 
H3A  1W8.  Ph:  (514)  392-6741. 
ZEglise  Communautaire  de  Montreal,  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP610,  Succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1.  Ph:(514) 
845-4471. 

DFidiratkm  canadlenne  des  transsexuels,  16  rue  Viau, 
VaudreuilJ7V  1A7. 

■/.Femmes  gaies  a  I'ecoute.  (514)  933-5789. 
/AaHcoute,  ligne  UI6phonique  pour  francophones. 
1900h-2300h  tous  les  soirs.  Ph:  (514)  937-1447 
(hommes),  933-5789  (femmes). 
OGay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des 
Jeunes  de  Montrial,  3465  Peel  Street,  H3A  1X1.  Ph:  (514) 
842-8576.  General  practice,  Mon-Fri,  9-5pm;  open  until 
8pm  Mon  &  Fri  only.  Closed  daily  12:30- 1 :30pm. 
OGay  Info,  CP610,  Succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1.  Ph:  (514) 
486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,  7-11  pm.  24-  hr  recorded 
message  at  other  times. 

/■Gayline,  (51 4)  931 -8668  or  931 -5330,  7  days  a  week, 
7-11  pm. 

OGay  Men  and  Women  of  McGill,  University  Centre,  Rm 
408,  3480  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9.  Meets  Thurs.  7:30  pm, 
Rm425. 

OGay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Park,  West- 
mount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:  (514)  937-9581. 
OGay  Women's  Into  line,  (514)  931-5330. 

Lambda  Youth  League/ Ligue  Jeunesse  Lambda,  c/o  Gay 
Social  Services  Project,  5  Weredale  Park,  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5.  Friday  and  Saturday  meetings.  Call  Gayline  tor 
info. 

Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  305 
avenue  Willibrord,  Verdun  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514)  766-9623. 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  1455  ouest  boul 
de  Maisonneuve.  H3G  1M7.  Ph:  (514)  879-4500  from  9  am 
to  5  pm. 

.  Lihrairie  I' Androgyne/ Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217  rue 
Crescent.  H3G  2B1.  Ph:  (514)  866-2131. 
OUgue  Lambda  Inc,  CP701,  SuccN.  H2X  2N5.  Into: 
(514)  843-5889,  Alain  ou  Jacques. 
ONaches:  Montreal's  Gay  Jewish  Group,  CP298.  Succ  H, 
H3G2K8.Ph:  (514)  488-0849. 
OOlder  Gays  Group,  meets  1st  and  3rd  Wed  each  month,  at 
5  rue  Weredale  Park,  Westmount  H3Z  1Y5.  Ph:(514) 
937-9581,  exl238,  for  into.  Ask  tor  Barry. 
OParents  of  Gays,  a/s  CP610,  Succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1.  Ph: 
(514)486-4404. 

OPro-catlUdrale  du  disciple  bien-aimi,  4376  de  la  Roche, 
H2J  3J1.  Ph:  (514)  279-5381  ou  525-5245. 

Productions  88.  CP188,  SuccC,  H2L  4K1.  Television 
programme  Cite  a  cite,  Mon  10  pm  and  Thurs  1 1  pm, 
Channel  9.  Radio  program  on  CIBL-FM ,  104.5  MHz.  Wed 
7:30  pm  and  on  CINQ-FM,  102.3MHz,  Thurs  10am. 
OTravesties  a  Montrial,  social  support  for  transvestites, 
CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5  Ph:  (514)  486-4404 
(Thurs  and  Fri  only). 

OUntted  Church  Gays  of  Quebec,  CP471,  SuccLaCite, 
H2W  2N9. 

O  Women 's  Information  and  Referral  Centre,  3585  rue 
Saint-Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri,  9am-5pm,  Tues  5 
pm-9pm.  Ph:  (514)  842-4781. 

Quebec 

OCentre  Homophile  d'Aide  et  de  Liberation  (CHAL),  CP 

596.  Succ  Haute-Ville,  G1R4R8.  Bureau:  175  rue Prince- 

Edouard.Ph:  (418)  525-4997. 

OGroupe  gai  de  I'UniversiU  Laval  (GGUL),  CP2500, 

Pavilion  Lemieux,  CiU  universitaire,  Ste-Foy,  G1K  7P4. 

OLe  Groupe  Unigai  Inc.  CP  152,  Succ  Haute-Ville 

G1R  4P3.  Social  and  cultural  activities. 

OL  'Heure  Gale.  Pavilion  De  Koninck,  Cite'  Universitaire, 

Sainte-Foy.  Radio  program  CKRL-FM,  89.1  MHz,  Thurs 

7  pm. 

Ligue  Mardi-Gai.  Ph:  (418)  524-2219,  Richard  Huot. 
/Panisse  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  eucharistique), 
685,  C6te  Franklin.  G1M  2L9.  Ph:  (418)688-5564. 
OTdUgai,  (418)522-2555.  Gayinto,  Tues-Sat,  7-11  pm. 
Recorded  message  rest  of  time 

Sherbrooke 

OL  'Association  pour  I  'ipanouissement  de  la  communaute 
gaie  de  I'Estrie  (ACGE).  CP  1374,  J1H  5L9. 


ONTARIO 


Provincial 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO),  Box  822,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  M5W  1G3.  Ph:  (416)  533-6824. 

Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto 
M5S  2R4. 


Georgetown 

Georgetown  Gay  Friends,  Box  223,  L7G  4T1. 
Ph:  (416)  877-0228. 

OHomophiles  otHatton  Hills  (HHH),  35  Lynden  Circle, 
L7G  4Y7.  (416)  877-5524.  Drop-ins  every  Wed. 

Guelph 

OGuelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773,  N1H  6L8.  Gayline:  (519) 
836-4550.  24  hrs. 

OGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group,  Info:  (519)  836-4559.  Mon, 
Wed  and  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

OGay  Archives/ History  Project  for  Hamilton-Wentworth 
(GAHP).  Ph:  (416)  639-6050.  We're  looking  for  photos, 
clippings,  correspondence,  personal  accounts  about  gay 
lite  and  liberation  in  Hamilton,  especially  pre- 1979. 
OGay  Fathers  of  Hamilton,  offers  support,  advice,  and  pot- 
luck  suppers  twice  a  month.  Call  Gayline  for  meeting  places 
and  times. 

OGayfine  Hamilton,  information  on  all  groups  and  activities, 
and  peer  counselling.  Ph:  (416)  523-7055  Wedthrough 
Sat,  7-11  pm. 

OGay  Women  of  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call  Gayline  for 
meeting  places  and  times. 

OHamitton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men 
and  women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers 
on  topics  of  community  interest.  Meetings  on  alternate 
Wednesdays,  Rm  B130E,  Life  Sciences  Building, 
McMaster  University,  7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  tor  further  in- 
formation. 

OLambda  Gay  Youth  of  Hamilton,  support  group.  Call 
Gayline  for  meeting  places  and  times. 
'/Address  for  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44, 
Stn  B.  L8L  775. 

Kingston 

Queen's  Homophile  Association,  Student  Affairs  Centre, 
51  Queen's  Crescent,  Queen's  University,  K7L  2S7.  Ph: 
(613)  547-2836,  Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm.  Drop-in  Thurs  nights. 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

Foundation  lor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  1497,  StnC,  Kitchener  N2G  4P2. 
OGayAA,  Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 
OGay  Liberation  of  Waterloo  (GLOW),  c/o  Federation  of 
Students,  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  Ph: 
(519)884-GL0W. 

OGay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues  and  Wed, 
6:15  pm,  CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OGay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterloo,  Box  2632,  Stn  B, 
Kitchener  N2H6N2. 

Kitchener/Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  2741,  Stn 
B,  Kitchener  N2H6N3. 

Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Youth,  c/o  Federation  of 
Students,  University  of  Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1. 
.Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to  8  pm, 
CKMS-FM,  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable. 
OLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK),  Box  2422, 
Stn  B,  Kitchener  N2H  6M3. 

London 

OFoundation  tor  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsex- 
uals (FACT),  Box  4724,  Stn  0,  N5W  5L7.  Ph:  (519) 
644-1061. 

OGay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO.  Meets  every  Thurs  at 
7:00  pm,  2nd  floor,  649  Colbourne  St. 
OGayline,  Ph:  (519)  679-6423.  Info  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs,  7-  10  pm. 

Homophile  Association  ot  London.  Ontario  (HALO),  649 
ColborneSt,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519)  433-3762.  Coffee  House: 
Sun,  Mon,  7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar:  Fri,  Sat,  9  pm -1:30  am. 
i   Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  4724,  StnD, 
N5W  5L7.  Services  Sundays  at  7  pm  at  Unitarian  Church, 
29  Victoria  St.  Singspiration  7:15  pm,  services  7:30  pm. 
OWestern  Gay  Association,  c/o  University  Community 
Centre,  University  of  Western  Ontario.  Ph:  (519)  679-6423 

Mississauga/ Brampton 

OGEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62,  Brampton 
L6V  2K7. 

OGayline  West,  Ph:  (416)  453-GGCO.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

OGayline,  Ph:  (416)  354-3173. 
OGay  Unity  Niagara.  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls  L2E  6V5. 
OGay  Trails,  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  enjoy  hiking. 
Day  and  overnight  trips  planned.  Visitors  welcome.  Write 
Gay  Trails,  Box  1053,  Main  PO,  St  Catharines,  L2R  7 A3,  or 
call  (416)  685-6431  betore9am. 

North  Bay 

OCaring  Homosexuals  Association  ot  North  Bay  (CHANB), 

Box  649.  Callander  POH  1H0.  Ph:  (705)476-3080. 

Ottawa 

Dignity/ Ottawa/ DigniU.  Box 2102.  StnD,  K1P5W3. 
OGay  People  at  Carleton.  c/oCUSA,  Carleton  University. 
For  more  information  call  (613)  237-1717. 
OGays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919,  Stn  D, 
KIP  5W9.  GO  Centre:  175  LisgarSt.  Gayline:  (613) 
238- 1717.  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 
OGay  Youth  Ottawa/ Hull/ Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ottawa/Hull 
may  be  contacted  at  the  same  address  and  phone  number 
as  Gays  of  Ottawa.  Meetings/drop-ins,  Wed,  8  pm,  175 
Lisgar  St. 


Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  St  George's 
Anglican  Church,  152  Metcalfe  St,  K2P  1N9.  Ph:  (613) 
235-1636.  Meeting  and  Eucharist  every  second  Wed  (2nd 
and  4th  Weds  ot  month),  7:30  pm,  at  St  George 's  Church. 
OLesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/ Lesbians  and  Gays  on 
Campus,  c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street.  KIN  6N5. 
OMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  868,  Stn  B, 
K1P5T1.Ph:  (613)  235-3438. 
OParents  of  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8. 

Peterborough 

OGays  ot  Trent  and  Peterborough,  262  Rubidge  St, 
K9J  3P2.  Ph:  (705)  742-6229. 

Sudbury 

/Sudbury  Lesbians  and  Gays  (SLAG).  Box  395,  Stn  B, 
P3E4P6.  (705)675-5711. 

Thunder  Bay 

ONorthern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St,  P7B  1S1.  Ph: 

(807)345-7802. 

OGays  of  Thunder  Bay  (GTB),  Box  2155,  Stn  P.  P7B  1S4. 

Ph:  (807)  345-8011  Wed  and  Fri,  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording 

other  times. 

OGay  Youth  Thunder  Bay,  c/o  GTB.  Meetings  1st  and  3rd 

Mondays  of  each  month,  7:30  pm. 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  the  Community 
section  in  Out  in  The  City,  which  begins  on  page  26. 

Windsor 

OGayAA.  Ph:  (519)  258-7967. 
'/Integrity/ Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/o  Box  7002, 
Sandwich  Postal  Sta,  N9C  3Y6.  Ph:  (519)  973-4957. 
OLesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus  (LGSC).  c/o 
Students '  Activities  Council,  Univ  of  Windsor. 
Ph:  (519)  973-4957.  Rap  sessions  weekly. 
OWindsor  Gay  Unity,  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal  Stn, 
N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)  973-4957. 


MANITOBA 


Provincial 

/Manitoba  Gay  Coalition,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of 
Manitoba,  Winnipeg  R3T  2N2. 

Brandon 

OGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492,  R7A  5Z4.  Ph:  (204) 
727-4046. 

Winnipeg 

/Families  ot  Gays.  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  783-4549. 
OCouncil  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912, 
R3C  3R2. 

Dignity/Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C3R2. 
OGayAA  New  Freedom  Group,  contact  can  be  made  via 
Manitoba  Central  Office,  521  St  Mary's  Rd.  R2M  3L3,  or 
ph:  (204)  233-3508. 

OGay  AlAnon  Group.  Info:  (204)  269-8678. 
OGays  tor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  ot  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
/Manitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Understanding,  Box 
3911,  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 

:  iOscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society.  Box  2221,  R3C  3R5. 
Variety  of  social,  cultural  and  educational  activities. 
OProject  Lambda,  Inc,  gay  community  services.  Box  3911, 
StnB.R2W5H9. 

(  iWinnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box 27,  UMSU,  UotM, 
R3T2N2.  Ph: (204)  269-8678.  Produces  "Coming Out," 
weekly  halt-hour  cablecast  (Sat,  6  pm,  Channel  13W). 

Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27,  UMSU,  Univ  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
OWInnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  730  Alexander  St.  Ph:  (204) 
786-4581. 

i   University  ol  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association.  Info: 
(204)  269-8678. 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Provincial 

{  Dignity/ Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  their  friends), 

Box3181,ReginaS49  3G7. 

OGay  Rights  Subcommittee,  Saskatchewan  Association  tor 

Human  Rights,  305-1 16  3rd  Ave  S,  Saskatoon,  S7K  1L5. 

Ph:  (306)  244-1933. 

OOne  Loaf,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church  in 

Saskatchewan,  2-1805  Rae  St,  S4T2E3. 

/Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon 

S7K  4L4. 

Battleford 

Batdetord  Gay  Community,  c/o  Box  401,  Saskatoon, 
S7K  3L3. 

Carrot  River 

OCarrot  River  Gays,  c/o  Box  401,  Saskatoon,  S7K  3L3. 

Prince  Albert 

OPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1893. 
S6V6J9.  1-24  10th  St.  E.  (306)  922-4650.  Phone  line 
Mon-Thurs,  social  evenings  Fri-Sat. 

Regina 

OGay  Regina,  a  political  action  group,  c/o  2069  Broad  St, 
S4P  1Y4.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  For  into  concerning  social 
functions,  contact  Rumours. 

Regina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 
219-1810  Smith  St.  S4P  2N3.  (306)  522-2777.  352-7688. 
ORumours  (gay  community  centre),  2069  Broad  St  (back 
door),  S4P  1Y4.  Ph:  (306)  522-7343.  Counselling  and  in- 
formation Tues  and  Sat,  7:30-9:00  pm.  Socials  Thurs,  Fri 
and  Sat  evenings. 
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Saskatoon 

'  Gay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Box  7508,  S7K  4L4. 

UGay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8.  245-3rd 

Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)  652-0972. 

UGay  History  Protect,  c/o  Our  History,  Box  7508. 

S7K  4L4. 

UGrapevine,  a  group  of  Christian  and  Jewish  gays.  Ph: 

(306)343-5963. 

!  lesbian  Caucus,  Saskatoon  Women 's  Liberation,  Box 

4021,  S7K  3T1. 

ULutherans  Concerned,  Box  8187,  S7K  6C5. 
Saskatoon  Lesbians,  c/o  Box  7508,  S7K  414. 
Saskatoon  Women's  Liberation,  Box4021.  S7K  3T1 
Stubble  Jumper  Press.  21 -303  Queen  St,  S7K0M1. 

West  Central  Region 

UWest  Central  Gays,  c/oBox401,  Saskatoon  S7K3L3. 


ALBERTA 


Provincial 

Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA), 

Box  1852,  Edmonton  T5J  2P2. 

Calgary 

UDignity/ Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T,  T2H  2H7.  Ph:  (403) 
269-7542  or  282-0574  (evenings  only). 

Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Trans- 
sexuals. 8-330  23  Avenue  SW.  Ph:  (403)  233-7360. 
UGay  Academic  Union,  Student  Clubs,  MacEwanHall, 
Univ  of  Calgary,  T2N1N4. 

UGay  Information  and  Resources  Calgary  (GIRC),  Old  Y 
Bldg,  Suites  317-323,  223  12AveSW,  T2P  0G9.  Ph:  (403) 
264-3911.  Information  and  counselling  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 
Socials,  discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights  action. 
Mailing  address:  Box  271 5,  StnM,  T2P3C1. 
Olntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends,  c/oBox34, 
StnG,  T3A2G1. 

ULesbian  Friendship,  Box  6093,  Stn  A.  Ph:  (403) 
238-0140,  evenings. 

^Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945,  Stn  0, 
T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  277-4004.  Services  Sundays  at  1 1 .30 
am  at  Backlot  Theatre. 

Parents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715,  Stn 
M,  T2P  3C1.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 
URight  to  Privacy  Committee,  Box  2943,  Stn  M,  T2P  3C3. 
Inlo  on  gays  and  the  law,  legal  referrals. 
UWomyn's  Collective,  c/o  GIRC,  Box 2715,  Stn  M, 
T2P3C1.Ph:  (403)  267-3098. 

Edmonton 

Dignity/Edmonton,  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
,   Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1852, 
T5J  2P2.  Office:  10173-104  St.  Ph:  (403)  424-8361. 
I  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312,  T5J  2M8. 
Ph:  (403)  482-4213. 
DPrivacy  Defence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 

Lethbridge 

Lethbridge  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box  2715, 
Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1 

Medicine  Hat 

Medicine  Hat  Gay  Community  Centre,  c/o  GIRC,  Box 
2715.  Stn  M,  Calgary,  AB  T2P  3C1. 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  ol  Red  Deer  (GARD),  Box  356,  T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

UGays  and  Lesbians  in  the  United  Church  in  BC,  Box 

46586.  Stn  G,  Vancouver  V6R  4G8.  (604)  734-5355.  Sup- 
port group  and  educational  resources. 

Rural  Lesbian  Association,  RR  1,  Box  6,  Ruskin,  BC 
VOM  1R0. 

Kamloops 

UThe  gay  group  In  this  city  can  be  contacted  by  writing  to 
Box  3343,  V2C  6B9.  Inlo,  peer  counselling,  meet  Mends. 

Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organization,  Box  1165,  Stn  A,  Kelowna 
V1 Y  7P8.  Mutual  support.  The  group  can  be  contacted 
directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre. 

Nelson 

UThe  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland,  Box  326,  Nelson,  V1L  5R2 

Prince  Rupert 

OThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  reached  by  writing  to 
Box  881,  V8J3Y1. 

Revelstoke 

ULotNorion,  Box  2054,  VOE  2S0.  Info,  counselling. 

Vancouver 

UArchtves  CotecVve,  Box  3130.  MPO.  V6B  3X6. 

UComlngOutfGay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative 

Radio,  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4  Thurs  at  6:30  pm,  102  7 

MHz  FM. 

!  iDtgnlty/Vancouver,  Box 3016.  V6B3X5  Ph:  (604) 

684-7810 

UGay  AA.  (604)  733-4590  (men).  (604)  929-2585 

(women). 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  BC  NOP.  (604)  669-5434 
C  Gayblevislon,  TV  show  produced  by  gay  people  about  gay 
Hie.  culture  and  art  Regular  monthly  and  special  pro- 
grammes 837  Bidwell  St.  V6G2J7  Ph  (604)689-5661 
UGay  Bridge  Club  c/o  Bert  Curry.  (604)  684  3564 


Gay  Festival  Society  Box  34397,  StnD,  V6J  4P3. 

Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association.  Faculty  ol  Law,  University 
ol  British  Columbia,  Vancouver. 
UGay  People  of  Simon  Fraser,  c/o  Student  Society,  Simon 
Fraser  University,  Burnaby  V5A  1S6.  Ph:(604)  291-3181 
or291-3111. 

UGay  People  olUBC.  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg.  Univer- 
sity of  British  Columbia.  V6T1W5.  Ph:  (604)  228-6781  or 
228-4638.  Meetings  every  Thurs  at  12:30  pm  in  SUB 
207/209. 

UHachug,  Jewish  gay  group.  Box  69406,  V5K  4W6. 
Ulntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Mends.  Box34161. 
Stn.  D,  V6J4N1.  Ph:  (604)732-0412. 

Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers  Political  Action  Group,  c/o 
2766  W4th  Ave.  Ph:  (604)  734-1016. 
ULesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay 
People  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg,  UBC,  V6T  1W5. 
ULesbian  Information  Line,  1501  W  Broadway.  (604) 
734-1016.  Sunday  and  Thurs,  7-10  pm. 
ULesbian  Resistance,  c/o  Vancouver  Status  of  Women, 
400A  West 5th  Ave.  V5Y  1J8. 
UThe  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St, 
V6B2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  5178.  V6B  4B2. 
Ph:  (604)681-8525.  Services  7:30  pm  Sundays,  at  1811 
West  16th  Ave. 

UParents  &  Friends  of  Gays,  (604)  987-6027  or  988-  7786. 
Z. Rights  ol  Lesbians.  Box  24687.  StnC.  (Subcommittee  of 
BC  Federation  of  Women.) 

USEARCH  Community  Services,  24-448  Seymour  St, 
V6B3H1.Ph:  (604)689-1039. 
USEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH,  24-448  Seymour 
St,  V6B  3H1. 

:.  Society  lor  Education.  Action,  Research  and  Counselling 
in  Homosexuality  (SEARCH),  Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre, 
V7X  1A8. 

i  iSociety  tor  Political  Action  for  Gay  People  (SPAG),  Box 
2631,  Main  PO,  V6B  3W8.  Ph:  James  Trenholme  at 
(604)  224-7738  or  Vince  Manis  at  435-7376.  Meets  1st 
and  3rd  Thurs  of  every  month  at  the  Shaggy  Horse,  818 
Richards  St. 

UStage  DoorJohnies  (Theater Group).  Ph:  (604) 
738-2710. 

UVancouver  VD  Clinic,  Prov  Health  Lab,  828  W  10th  Ave 
(near  Vancouver  Gen  Hosp).  Ph:  (604)  874-2331  (220). 
U  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  (VGCC),  Box  2259, 
MPO,  V6B  3W2.  Ph:  (604)  253-1258. 

West-End  Community  Volleyball,  c/o  201-1263  Nicola, 
V6G  2E8.  Ph:  (604)  687-6174. 

Women  in  Focus.  204-456  W Broadway.  V5Y  1R3.  Ph: 
(604)872-2250. 

U  Young  Gay  People,  c/o  24-448  Seymour  St.  Ph:  (604) 
689-1039. 

U  Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In,  4-45  Kingsway.  Ph:  (604) 
874-0994.  7:30  Tues. 
JZodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872,  StnD,  V6J  4L6. 

Victoria 

'Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box  237,  StnE, 

V8W  2M6. 

UGay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  twice  a  month.  Call 

Need  for  time  and  place. 

UNeed  (Victoria  Crisis  Urn),  Ph:  (604)  383-6323,  24  hrs  a 

day.  Some  gay  info  available. 

'Society  for  Homosexual  Awareness,  Research  and 

Education  (The  SHARE  Community  Centre  Society),  c/o 

2612  Victor  St,  V8R4E2.  (604)  598-2925. 

University  ol  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union  Bldg,  U 
of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 
UWAVES,  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee,  Box  237.  Stn 
E,  V8W  2M6. 


PUBLICATIONS 


UAtter  Stonewall,  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

ULeBerdache,  CP36,  SuccC,  Montreal,  PQ  H2L  4J7.  Ph: 

(514)  843-8671. 

UThe  Body  Pome,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON 

M5W  1X9.  Ph:  (416)  977-6320. 

UFLA6IMG,  Box  1566,  Stn  A,  Fredericton,  NBE3B  5G2. 

UGay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6V5. 

UGay  Saskatchewan,  Box  7508,  Saskatoon,  SK. 

UGOInto,  Gays  of  Otlawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919. 

Stn  D.Ottawa,  ON  K1P5W9. 

UHave  You  Heard?,  Box  3611.  South  Stn,  Halifax,  NS 

B3J  3K6. 

International  Justice  Monthly,  c/o  RR  4,  Harrow,  ON 
NOR  1GO. 

Lesbians/Lestmnnes,  Box  2531,  StnB,  Kitchener,  ON. 

Making  Waves:  An  Atlantic  Quarterly  lor  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men,  Box  8953,  Station  A,  Halifax,  NSB3K  5M6. 

Out  and  About,  Box  3911,  SmB,  Winnipeg  R2W  5H9. 
USparrow  of  Atlantic  Canada,  Atlantic  Christian  Newslet- 
ter, Box  3611,  South  Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  NSB3J3K6. 

Thunder  Gay,  c/oBox2155,  ThunderBay,  ON. 
UVGCCNiws.  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Ctr  Society,  Box 
2259,  MPO.  Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3W2.  (604)253-1258. 
UWIMa  Times,  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society,  Box  2221. 
Winnipeg  MB.  R3C  3R5. 


Network  is  TBP's  listing  of  gay  groups  in  Canada 
and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  themselves 
toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay  oppres- 
sion It's  also  a  way  to  let  people  in  your  part  of  the 
country  know  what's  happening.  It's  a  way  to  help 
get  others  involved. 

We  'd  like  to  be  able  to  say  more  about  the  kind  of 
work  your  group  is  doing,  but  we  can  7  on/ess  you 
tell  us  Write  with  your  ideas  —  or  simply  to  mlorm 
us  about  new  listings  or  changes  in  old  ones  —  to 
Network,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


John  R.  Higgins 

Barrister  and  Solicitor 


80  Richmond  Street  West 
Suite  307 
Toronto,  Ont. 
M5H  2A7 


Telephone  363-0761  or  363-3776 


SO  WHAT'S   THE  DIFFERENCE? 

Monica  beauty  centre 

FACIALS  -  MAKE  UPS 
MANICURES- PEDICURES 
HAIR  REMOVAL  By  WAX-BLEACH 
EYELASH  t  EYEBROW  TINTING 
CORNER  OF  EGLINTON*  AVENUE  RD. 


467-0635 


*  Montreal 


THE 

HOTEL 

tflTH 

k 

L'AUBERGE 


SAUNA  •  T.  V.  •  SHOWERS 

•1070  MacKaySt.MontreatPOxKmi 
514  878  9393 


Canada 


DirrcRCNCC 


LAU6ERGE 


SAUNA  TELE.- DOUCHES 

1070  floe  MacKjy  Montreal  PQ  mjwh' 
514   876  9393 


5  St.  Joseph  St.,  Toronto 


9224118 


LIBRAIRIE 

L'ANDROGYNE 

BOOKSTORE 

Gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  literature 
and  non-sexist  books 
for  children. 

Enfrancaisaussi! 

1217  Crescent 
Montreal,  Quebec 
H3G2B1*  866-2131 


ROBERT  W.  CRICHTON 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
LTD. 


•  Home 

•  Auto 

•  Business 

•  Life 

•  Disability 

•  Group 

Bob  C  rich  tun 


122  ST.  PATRICK  STRHET 

SUITE  50o.  _ 

TORONTO.  ONTARIO.  M5T  2X8         Q£) 

(416)597-1080 
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TWENTIETH  CENTURY-FOX  Presents 
A  PRODUCTION  OF  THE  INDIEPROD  COMPANY   AN  ARTHUR  HILLER  FILM 

MAKING  LOVE 
MICHAEL  ONTKEAN  •  KATE  JACKSON  •  HARRY  HAMLIN 

WENDY  HILLER  and  ARTHUR  HILL   Produced  by  ALLEN  ADLER  and  DANIEL  MELNICK 
Screenplay  by  BARRY  SANDLER  Story  by  A.  SCOTT  BERG   Directed  by  ARTHUR  HILLER 

Music  by  LEONARD  ROSENMAN 


COLOR  BY  DE  LUXE 


Available  in  paperback  from  Ballantine  Books  ©  iqwi  twentieth  CENTURY-FOX 


PREMIERE  ENGAGEMENTS  FEBRUARY  12,1982 


GARYOSTROM: 

HOMO 

MARTYRS 

OFTHE 

REVOLUTION 


Rickie  Tavi,  1955-1973:  "When  the  going  gets  tough,  the  tough  go 
shopping."  Organized  the  first  boycott  of  homophobic  stores.  Mr  Tavi  was 
personally  responsible  for  the  bankruptcy  of  eleven  boutiques  because  of  their 
snippy  attitudes.  Died  suddenly  when  his  credit  card  reached  critical  mass  in  the 
Junior  Exec  Shop  (3rd  floor). 


Father  Paul  de  Soie,  1938- 1969:  His  detractors  called  him  a 
"cross-sucker, "  but  Father  Paul,  the  "iron  shepherd, "  tended  his  flock,  the 
Groupe  de  Cyclistes  avec  les  Moteurs  a  toute  vitesse  (GCAMTV)  with  almost  fanatical 
devotion.  Excommunicated  in  1968  for  "holy  water  sports, "  de  Soie  managed  to 
write  his  autobiography,  "Chained  to  the  Chalice,  "(unpbl)  before  leaping  to  his 
death  in  front  of  a  Troy  Perry. 


Ann  Kazeltzer,  1940- 1980:  '  'I  want  to  own  Greenland. ' '  Most  prolific 
unpublished  writer  in  Canadian  history  ( '  'Rust  on  the  Rye, ' ' '  'Drinking  Fountain 
of  Remorse, "  "Begin  the  Chagrin,"  etc)  was  the  inventor  of  the  metaphor 
"summer  wine, "  which  she  sold  to  Neil  Diamond  for  a  fabulous  sum  of  money, 
and  retired  to  Labrador,  where  she  pined  away  facing  east. 


Tony  Unbeldi,  1948- 1977:  Forward  for  the  Canadiens,  70-77,  and  winner  of 
the  Lady  Eaton  Trophy  for  poetry  on  ice  in  1972,  Tony  brought  in  the  winning  goal 
that  won  his  team  the  Stanley  Cup.  During  the  victory  celebrations  in  the  locker 
room,  too  much  champagne  made  him  linger  too  long  in  manly  embraces,  and  he 
was  flicked  to  death  with  wet  towels. 


Steven  Treeswing,  1950- 1980:  An  indefatigable  worker  during  the  early, 
formative  (and  still  glamorous)  years  of  the  Gay  Movement.  Citizen  Treeswing,  as 
he  preferred  to  be  called,  was  the  only  person  to  know  all  of  Robert  s  Rules  of 
Order,  and  was  consequently  very  powerful  In  May  of  1980.  while  leaf  letting  a 
chiropodist's  convention  in  a  downtown  hotel,  he  was  beaten  to  death  by  security 
guards  as  he  attempted  to  organize  them  into  a  discussion  group. 
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YOU'VE  SEEN 

THE  MAGAZINE, 

NOW  READ  THE  BOOK 


A  DECADE  OF  GAY  JOURNALISM  FROM  THE  BODY  POLITIC 


AN  ANTHOLOGY 
EDITED  BY  STAN  PERSKYAND  ED  JACKSON 

A  JOINT  PUBLICATION  OF  NEW  STAR  BOOKS 
AND  PINK  TRIANGLE  PRESS 

PUBLICATION  DATE: 
SPRING,  1982 


ISBN  0-919888-31-3  PAPER  /PINK  TRIANGLE  PRESS,  B0X639,  STATION  A,  TORONTO,  0NM5W1G2 
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